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INTRODUCTION

by DAN SANTICH
he time-scale of this book represents the period in history when aviation
was born. There were no rules. In many cases pilots were self-taught and their

Tairplanes were handmade creations of fabric, wood, and dreams. Pilot comfort
was not a pressing issue, and airports to operate from were a long time in coming.

Most of the aircraft presented in this book are only memories: scraps of fabric and
wire that one time filled the sky with ambition and heroics. The photographs are all
authentic; they represent a relatively new idea for the era—aviation photography.

A scale model is only as good as the effort that went into the research of it. There
is, in absolute terms for scale modelers, no substitute for a dimension. A measurement
of a given dimension of a given part of an aircraft is one of the most valuable aids to a
scale project. With that dimension, a conversion to inches is a simple matter of
mathematics. If it isn’t given, i1t’s only a guess.

These drawings are of both historical and artistic interest, and are what are

generally referred to as Master Drawings.
This book is dedicated to the doer and the dreamer, the armchair pilot and the

Captain of tomorrow’s spaceship. It’s history in black and white. The drawings
presented herein are the works of master illustrators, such as Wylam, Nye, Larsen,
Karlstrom, and others. It was a massive effort, and the drawings reflect countless hours
of research and digging through the halls of history. In some cases, measurements were
taken from the actual aircraft. In many cases there were no remaining examples of the
aircraft. Obtaining the accurate dimensions of these aircraft was difficult, if not
impossible. Where factory drawings and sketches were available, many differences in
dimensions were found. To resolve this dilemma, a best-guess approach was used. But 1t

was an educated guess.
Some errors, a few major and some minor, are noted in the text. Modelers and

enthusiasts should check them carefully against available photographs before
undertaking major projects. A lot of technical material has been uncovered in the last 30
years that was not available to these draftsmen.

It should be noted that the scale reference given in the title block of each drawing
does not reflect the scale size of that drawing. All of the drawings in this book have
been reduced for presentation and are available from us in their full-size to the
appropriate scale. These Master Drawings were rendered in varying scales.

For the scale modeler, this book is invaluable. For the historian, it’s a collector’s
dream. For the aviation-minded, modeler or not, it’s a fascinating collection of winged

history. We hope you enjoy it.




Albatros piwpw

drawings by WILLIAM WYLAM

Front view of the
Albatros D.V. “Jane’s
All the World’s

Aircraft” photo.
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Albatros D.I to D.VI

THE ALBATROS was introduced in - A . > &
A p rnl 1916 by the Albatros Werke, a .
manufacturing plant and civil flying . S g

school with excellent aero credentials, in
the town of Johannisthal near Berlin.
The Albatros was the mainstay of
German airpower during the entire first
world war, although it was outclassed by

faster British and French aircraft later in o e TS
the war. The Albatros D.I made its Above: A D.Va. The Albatros was a departure from the typical WW I fabric-and-stick fuselage
combat debut on September 17, 1916, and utilized advanced streamlining techniques for the times. “Jane’s All the World’s Aircraft”

photo. Below: A captured Albatros D.IIl bearing RAF markings is another example of German
streamlining attempts. Squadron/Signal Publications photo.

against an ill-fated flight of seven British
F.E.2b pushers, resulting in the loss of
five of the pushers and no loss to the
Germans.

The D.1 immediately made every other
fighter aircraft at the front obsolete.
Development continued, however, which
ended with the D.XII. The combat career
of the Albatros did not end with the
closing of WW I, but went into Polish
and Czechoslovakian units. Two survive,
both D.Va’s: one at the National Air &
Space Museum, the other in Australia.
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drawing by WILLIS NYE

A LTHOUGH little has been written of
[taly’s contributions during the first world
war, the record i1s an amazing one. Italy’s
aerodynamicists were numbered among
the world’s finest, her factories were
efficient, and Italian designs were def-
initely first class.

One of the largest companies was a
firm known as “Societa Gio Ansaldo” of
Genoa. To guarantee consistent quality,
the firm established a testing program
virtually unheard of during that period.
In-plant testing and inspections were
more critical than any contemporary

manufacturer had even thought of. From
these facilities came the famous S.V.A.
series of fighter and bomber aircraft.
Fitted with a six-cylinder, water-cooled
vertical-type engine that developed 225
hp at 1,700 rpm, the aircraft was suited to
roles of both fighter and bomber. Al-
together six models of the basic S.V.A.
design are known to have been built, and
of these three were exclusively single-seat
fighters, two were listed as “escort™ types,
and one was fitted out as a single-seat
bomber. Only the S.V.A.-4 and -5 reached

true production status.

Ansaldo SVA-1

Ansaldo SVA-4 was
nearly identical to SVA-
I. Note extra strut in
center section bracing.

Robert Hare photos
from Air Age file.

Operationally, the S.V.A.-4 and -5
were a distinct success. Nearly all Italian
pursuit squadrons were fitted with the
fighter version toward the war’s end,
while four bomber squadrons were en-
tirely -4 equipped. They regularly took on
missions of up to 700 miles round trip,
which were completed in less than seven
hours. Because of their versatility, the -5
fighters were often fitted with bombs for
shorter range work and with extra fuel to
escort the bombers.

A curious feature of Ansaldo aircratft,
as well as other Italian aircraft up through
WW II, was that the left-hand wings were
longer than the right-hand wings to help
overcome torque. Most drawings, includ-
ing Nye’s, do not show this.

The S.V.A. team was a formidable
weapon deserving of an everlasting place
in aviation’s Hall of Fame. Seven survive,
five in Italy and two in the U.S. []
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