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LOCKHEED P-38 LIGHTNING

Major Richard Ira Bong, 40 victories, Major Thomas
B. McGuire, Jr., 38 victories, Col. Charles H. Mac! 5
27 victories, Gerald Johnson, Tommy Lynch, Robbins,
Smith, Dahl, Pierce, DeHaven, the Iulinu_af aces who
gained all er a part of their victories flving the P-38
could go on and on. Major Bong was the leading American
Ace of World War IT and all forty of his kills were scored
with the P-38. .

Deespite the impressive totals compiled by the P-38 Aces
the aireraft itself saw limited service in that it was used
by only 27 groups, comtrasted for example by the 58
groups that used the P-47, it did not have the same chance
to run up a score, In the ETO the P-51 flew almost twice
as many sorties while the P-47 flew almost four times as
many sorties as the Lightning in the theater. The P-38
compiled slightly over 2,500 kills in Europe while losing
a litde over 1,750 aircrafi. Its combat mission loss rate

1.4, per sortic was high for the theater. All told the
Lightning groups flew almost 130,000 sorties. .

Many of the groups that did fiy the P-38 in combat did
not fly it for any great length of time before converting
w either the Thunderbolt or Mustang. Only 23 groups
fiew the plane in combat theaters, one of these groups saw
no action at all, and a mumber of the others flew it along
with other aircraft at the same time. Most of the P-33
outfits that saw extensive action were in the South Pacific
or North Africa.

The end of the war spelt the end of the carcer of the
Lightning. A costs of a twi gine fighter are
just about double those of a single-engine one. Unlike the
Mustang and Thunderbolt the Lightning did not find itself
relegated 0 an Air Guard role. It was instead left to the
saws and drop hammers of the scrap dealers. A small
number declared as war surplus were picked up by civilian
firms 1o be used in serial survey, mapping, and photo-
graphy work. A few others were purchased by racing
enthusiasts and entered in the National Air Races in the
immediate post war years when they were resumed.

Foreign usage of the P-38 was limited, the Chinese
Mationalist Air Force received some Lighmings. The
French and Italian Air Forces also were given some P-38s
which were used early in the post war years but phased
out rather quickly.

The first combar missions and first victory scored by a
P-38 were flown from bases in Iccland and the kill was
recorded when a Focke-Wull Kurier was shot down over
the Atlantic in August of 1942,

The European Theater of O i

The Eighth Air Force had a towal of seven groups of
Lighinings. These were the 1st, 14th, 20th, 53th, 78th,
364th and 479th.

The st Fighter Group entered combat with the Sth
Air Force on 28 August, 1942, After flying a number of
sorties against the low countries and France the 1st was
re-assigned to the 12th Air Force and sent to North Africa.

The l4th Group flew anti-submarine and coastal
defense patrols on the West Coast of the U.S. operating
out of March and Hamilton airfields in California before
being sent to England to join the 8th Air Force in Octo-
ber. Serving mainly in the bomber escort role the 14th
covered the heavies hining warges in France bur soon
joined the 1st Group in North Africa as a part of the
12th Air Force,

“The 20th Fighter Group joined the Sth in August of
1943 and wenr into combar in lare December of thar year.
It kept irs P-38s until July of 1944 when it converted to
Mustangs.

The 55th Group became a member of the 8th in Sepe-
ember of 1943 equipped with the Lightning at the time.
First mission was flown on 15 October, 1943, and the
Group continued to operate the P-38 until July of 1944,

The T78th Group after training with the P-33 and
serving as part of the air defense organization, moved to
England and joined the 8th in December of '42 but lost
its pilots and aircraft in February of "43 when they were
sent to the 12th Air Force. The Group never did fly the
P-38 in combat with the Bth as it was replaced with
the P-47,

The 364th Group moved from California to England
in February of "44 and became operational just 23 days
fater, on 2 March, 1944, They converted to P-51s in July
of "44 afier flving their Lighinings in combar less than
six maonths, This Group had a total of 20 aces many of
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final Lightning group assigned to the Sth was the
th which joined wp in May of 1944 and immediately
began flying escort missions which they continued to do
until October when they began to convert 1o P-5ls,

Thus while the 8th had seven groups assigned to i,
wo saw very limited action, the 1st and l4th, and one
saw none at all, the 78th, The rem: ing groups did see
quite a bit of combar action and a good account of
themselves with the Lighming. None ni the groups kept
the P-38 a full year before converting to other types.

One good use made of the P-38 Groups was assigning
cover the invasion fleet on D-Day over the
as all but the most trigger happy gunners in the
could not mistake the Lightnings' silhouette for a
German fighter.
2(th Group won a DUC "D:-mq:u.'-l!cd Unit
ion) for a deep fighter 1wnur<1||cm sweep into Ger-
1o shoot up airfields and other rargets of oppor-
un This was flown on 8 April, 1944, They shot up a
numh\-x of "dromes, beat off an anack by defending fight-
ers and pmcn.d:.l to shoot up oil suppli rolling stock
and locomotives and anything else that found itself in
their path on the way back. Group won the nick-
name of * Loco Group ™ for its successes in working over
the milroads of Europe and shooting up locomotives and
rolling stock
he other grow
was awarded th

to win a DUC was the 47%th which
citation for a series of missions flown
during the period of 18 August through 5 September,
1944. They destroyed a large number of enemy aircraft
on the ground on aerodromes in Franee during the period
and, in a large duel over the Munster area, shot
down many mare.

The ]I; and 384th failed to win any citations while
r the

The %th .-\ir Force had only three Lightning Groups
assigned 1o it, these were the 367th, 370th and 474th.

The 367th Group became a part of the 9th in April of
1944 and flew the Lighining until February of '45 when
converted to the Thunderbolt. Taking up duties similar
hose already described for the 8th Air Force Groups,
367th flew Channel cover on D-Day and then con-
tnued to support the invasion forces du:
month of Ju In July the Group moved to the European
nland and assumed a purely tactical role. They won
DUC for a double mission flown on 25 August when
ey shot up air at Rosieries, Clastres and Peronne,

Line-up of natusal m

destroying a_number of aircraft both on the ground and
in the air. Taking off again the same day they flew a
fighter sweep of over 800 miles 1o hit more acrodromes
at_Bourges, Dijon and Cognac

The 370th joined the Sth in February of 44 bur did
not go on combat operations until May lst. After the
usual breaking in period of sor they were a part of
the D-Day fighter cover over the Channel and then flew
armed recon missions over the Cotentin Peninsula the
rest of June in support of the invasion forces. They also
supplied cover for the airborne assault on Holland in
September, Their DUC was earned for carrying out a
close support mission in the Hurtgen Forest area on 2nd
Dn. cember pressing home a mapalm bomb attack in the
e of heavy ant-aircraft and small arms fire on the
village of Bergstein. The attack was mounted under the
worst possible ser of weather conditions bur it did nat
deter the group one bit. After mking part in the Battle of
the Bulge they converted to the ,\iuxlmn.

The 474th Group arrived in England in March of 1944
and was assigned 1o the 9th Air Force. They began com-
t operations on 25 April, 1944, with the usual patrol
of the French coast. This group was selected to provide
night cover over the Channel for the D-Day Invasion
Forees and flew div mbing missions in support of the

landing the next day and in all probability saw more real
action than most groups in thar respect. The |(rm1p

moved to the European continent in August and assumed
an almost exclusive ground close support role. Their DUC
was won on 23 August, 1944, when they came across a
large number of German Panzer units massed along the
Seine River in the Falaise-Argentan area attempring 1o
cross the river in an orderly withdrawal. Going on 1o the
k at once they repeatedly dive-bombed and strafed
German forces di ting their retreat and throwing
o mass confusion. This action enabled the pursuing
Allied forces to further decimate or capture a
ber of Germans with their vital equipment,
was the only one to remin its P-38s untl VE-Day
he
he crossing of th hine,
in action um:l the war ended. The Group was also cited
by the Belgian Government and awarded the Belgian
Fourragere.

The Mediterranean Theater of Operations
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point rather than trying to break them down into two
separale groups covering activities in each air force. The
12th started with the 1st, 14th, 82nd and 350th Groups,
the 350th remained with the 12th until the end of the war.

The 1st Group came to the 12th, as previously men-
tioned, from England, equipped with the P-38 which they
flew until the end of the war. They won three DUCs,
The first for a successful strafing attack on massed enemy
aircraft that had been brought up to oppose the antici-
pated landings at Salerno. The action took place on 25
August, 1943, Less than a week later, on 30 August to be
exact, they picked up a sccond DUC for fighting off a
massed antack by enemy fighters on the heavy bombers
they were escorting thus enabling the bombers to inflict
heavy damage on the marshalling vards at Aversa. They
supported the actual Salerno invasion in September and
were re-assigned wo the 15th Air Force in MNovember.
Their third DUC came on 18 May, 1944, when they
provided withdrawal support for the bombers returning
from a raid on the Ploesti oil fields. They finished out
the war by providing air cover for the Anzio beach land-
ings, the Invasion of Southern France, and continued to
escort the heavy bombers into Germany.

The 14th Group's record is almost a duplicate of the
record of the lst Group in that they went to England as
a part of the 8th, were re-assigned 1o the 12th and
arrived in North Africa on 1 \n\cm'bcr. 1942, and were
Iy sent 1o the 15th in November of 1943, They also
flew the P-38 for the entire war, Missions were very
similar to the Ist Group’s. They won their DUC on 2
April, 1944, for keeping a large force of enemy fighters
at bay while the bombers they were protecting hit ball-
bc:mng works in Austria.

82nd Group was sent to Northern Ireland in
Oclobcl of 1942 for additional training on the P-38 but
were not assigned to any air force in particular until
being ordered to join the 12th in North Africa in Decem-
ber of 1942 to reinforce the fighter groups being hard
pressed at the time. They won a pair of DUCs before
being re-assigned to the 15th in November of 43, The
first DUC was awarded for a low level strafing mission
on 25 August, 1943. Their targer was a large concentra-
tion of enemy aircraft on the various airfields in the
Foggia complex. The second DUC came a week later
when they saved a large bomber formation from annihila-
tion on 2 September, 1943, They spotted the heavy
bombers under a viscious amack by a large number of
Mazi fighters and bored in at once to drive them off.
The bombers had failed 10 make contact with their with-
drawal escort after a raid on the marshalling yards at
Naples and were without protection. They carned their
third DUC as a part of the 15th Air Force on 10 June,
1944, for a dive-bombing atack on the Ploesti
plex. The 82nd continued flying P-38s until the s A

The 350th Group followed the others from England
w the 12th in MNorth Africa, however, this group was
never entirely equipped with the Lightning, they also flew
P-39s and P-40s but they spent the rest of the war with
the 12th. Whether they rightfully can be counted as a
P-38 group is naturally debatable. Since so far gs can be
determined, the Bell aircraft al.\\ays outnumbered “the P-38,
this group will be passed over with just this mention.

A wing mission laid on the 2Znd of April, 1944, will
best serve to illustrate the type of action the P-38s in the
Mediterranean found themselves engaged in. The 82nd
Group was flying cover o a formation of heavy bombers.
The time was approximately 10.15 hours. Suddenly a
group estimated at about 50 Me-109s, FW-190s and
MC-202s made a head on pass at the 82nd and unlike
most being encountered at the time these appeared ready
to mix it with the P-38s. Their cagerness was brought on
by the fact thar another large formation was stalking the
bombers from a position high above and it was their job
to draw off the 82nd and thus expose the bombers 1o
artack by their top group. The 82nd held their station
but did manage to pick off three of the attacking force
with quick snap shoas, The 1op group did not attack,

The 325th Group flying P-47s ook over from the 82nd
at 10,45 hours and they too were subjected 1o the same
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sort of tactics by 21 Me-109s and again three of the 109s
were shot down and the bombers protected.

The 1st Group's Lightnings showed up to relieve the
325th prompily at 11.30 hours and were set upon shortly
thereafter by 16 more Nazi fighters, but these lacking a
wp group, attempted to by-pass them and get at the
bombers. A thirty minute dog-fight ensued and more
Germans showed up and joined in the battle, hitting both
the bombers and their escorting P-38s. The 1st Group
shot down eight Germans before the 14th Group's Light-
nings arrived at high noon, again right on schedule, 1o
find their comrades engaging from 70—75 enemy fighters.
They immediately joined the action with a will and shot
down 18 of the enemy planes. The totals for this mission
were 32 enemy fighters shot down, six listed as probables
and eight more as damaged. The USAAF lost a lone P-38
which had to make a belly landing near irs base on the
return flight. The bombers got through to the target, the
ball-bearing works at Steyr, Austria, and made a success-
ful bombing arack on it

The Lightnings were often pressed into service as
bombers when the occasion demanded it. Such an occasion
arose on 10 June, 1944, and involved P-38s of the 82nd
Group, They ook off at dawn, led by Lt Col. William
P. Litton, and headed their bomb laden craft at tree top
level towards Yugoslavia. Flying along the Danube until
they reached a pre-determined point near Budapest they
pivoted on it and headed directly for Ploesti The 1st
Fighter Group was flying top cover throughout the
mission.

Reaching the target area they zoomed up in a fast climb
to gain altitede for a diving attack on the Romano
American Oil Refineries which had managed to cscape
any serious damage in other raids by the heavy bombers.
Boring down through smoke screens, intense flak, and
enemy fighters they ignored each in turn until after re-
leasing their bomb loads. Hits were scored on the all-
important cracking plant and in the area of the distillation
unit and boiler houses. Someone hit a large storage tank
which exploded and sent flaming fuel over the area.

WA (Ray E. Bowars)

Lt. Col. Ben A. Mason, Jr., had been forced to ignore
a Me-110 that had attempted to intercept him on the way
in but on the way out he encountered a 110 and shot
him down, whether this was the same one is not known.
He added two locomotives and several other vehicles and
kept shooting up targets on the way back until his ammo
was exhausted. Other pilots added cight more locometives,
and vehicles that were in the path of their return route.
The 1st Fighter Group which had been acting as top
cover mow got its chance and destroyed 24 enemy air-
t that had responded to the call for air cover from
those on the ground.

Possibly the worst day of the war from a loss stand-
point came on D-Day during the invasion of Southern
France. The 1st and 14th lost a combined total of 23
P-385 and almost the same number of pilots along with
other casualtics as a result of the operation. The ldth
flew a total of 18 missions during the day but this was
wopped by the 21 flown by the 1st Group. The Groups
flew a tomal of 1,033 sorties during the landings and
destroyed 224 pieces of enemy equipment.

The 82nd Group now equipped with the droop smoot
P-38 complete with a bombardier now began to fly high
altitude, missions in place of bombers. The 15th Air
Force press release announcing this new type of mission
was as follows:

“ 15th Air Force in Italy — For the first time in history
of the MTO, high altitude bombing by P-38 Lightning
type airplanes was undertaken on August 2%th, when a
15th Air Force Group led by Col, C. T, Edwinson, drdp-
ped 2 15-1on bomb load on a railroad bridge in Northern
Inaly near Latisana.

*After dropping their bombs the P-38s conducted a
sweep in which they d yed six locomorives, d: d
three other nd strafed a number of tank cars and roll-
ing stock. No flak or enemy fighters were encountered

*“The bombs were well concentrated in the targer area
as recon planes were in the area during the bombing and
filmed the attacks by the [ . Bombs were dropped
from an altitude of 15000 fee

Bally landed
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Some missions of this I\-p\' produced excellent results,
others resulted in pra ry ryns and the raids were
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[he experiences of a pair of Lightning pilots on a low
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direct k
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e that Lockheed had produced.

The ch Group possessed in Li Col, Charles I
Chinty, Groups Ops Officer, and Lt. Col. Hugh A.
3 i the top locomotive busters
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Their totals of over 30 cach made them top
in the arca,
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The Pacific Theater of Operations

The 5th Air Force possessed four P-38 groups, the Sth,
35th, 475th and the 49th, the top P-38 group of the war.
T Jroup  indtial fAew P-39s and P-40s adding
of "44 and finished out the war with them.
ed out the other aircraft so that by the
time they n:\.'cl\cd a DUC on 26 D._-cumt\-r. 1944, they
were flying only the P-38. This award came for the part
they played TOULing & strong hmm\u naval force off
Mindoro, hey repeatedly attacked the ships and their
strafing attacks were pressed home so fiercely that
ships were forced o scatter and e turn back.

The 35th went onto operations with a mixture of P-38s
and P-3%s which they flew until \\\m.'ln.d over to P-47s
late in '43. hough not involved in outstanding
mission, they flew protective patrols, escorted bombers,
and handled close support duties well during the period.

The 4%h Group went inte combat equipped with P-40s
and began their conversion 1o the P-3%3 with the Sth
Squadron. In September of 1944 the entire _group had
Lighmings and kept the until V]-Day he zmu;\
camed a DUC with its I’ 385 on the strength of an
intensive campaign in Ph. in the Leyte area,

during which they destroyed a large number of Japanese
aircraft. The 4%th had over 40 Aces on its roster. Major
Bong gained 23 of his 4 s flying with group and

won the lnlu,n.“lonal ,\auu, of Honor while flving with
th me or another just about every high scoring
Ace in |Im .m..: flew with the 49th,

The 475th was the only P-38 group in the 5th Air
Foree 1o be activated in the theater, It thus was the only
group to begin and end its career flying Lightnings and
wis mostly composed of veterans from the other groups.
Like the 49th, the 475th possessed a Medal of Honer
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winner in Major Thomas B. McGuire, Jr. The 475th
received three DUCs, the first for an escort mission to
Wewak in August '43 when they not only protected the
bombers in their care but also shot down most of the
Japanese fighters that aempted to break up the raid.
DUC number two came for their role in beating off a
large Japanese fighter force that was attacking shipping
in Oro Bay in October of '43. The third DUC was won
for extended operations during the initial stages of the
Philippines Campaign during October-December 1944,

The 7th Air Force had a lone Lighining Group, the
21s1, in its command. This group started with P-3% and
switrched to the P-38 while serving as a part of the
Hawaiian Islands Defense in 1944, They saw no combat,
other than routine patrols, as a group. The $31st Squad-
ron, however, was detached and sent to join the 318th
Group to serve as long range escorts for the B-24s and
B-29s now hitting Truk and Iwo Jima. The 36 Lightnings
flew to their new base with the pilots thinking that they
would be a fourth squadron in the group. Instead they
were split up and 12 P-38s were attached to each of the
three squadrons.

The 13th Air Force had two Lockheed Groups, the 18th
and 347th. The 18th had been all but wiped out ar Pearl
Harbor and was re-cquipped with P-38s and assigned to
the 13th. Here agein they did not have enough to com-
pletely outfit the group so it also flew P-39s, P-61s and
P-70s. A move to New Guinea in August of "44 resulied
in the entire group getting Lighinings which they re-
tained until the war's end. They won a DUC for shooting
up 2 Jap convoy auempting to reinforce their troops at
Leyte. The date was 10 November, 1944,
ly.uk: the 18th, the 347th began to operate some P-38s
from Guadalcanal in February of '43. They escorted
bombers hitting targets on various islands within their
range. Their move to New Guinea also resulted in a
complete change-over to P-38s, The group now began
escorting  boml to the Celebes, Borneo, Ceram and
Halmahera, Their DUC came for a series of raids carried
out ar long range over water to Makassar in the Celebes
in November of "44.

The China-Burma-India Theater of Operations

The CBI was similar in some respects to the MTO
in that the Lightnings of the 10th Air Force were trans-
ferred to the 14th Air Force and both will be covered
here as a single unit. The 10th started with three P-38
groups, the 33rd, Slst and 80th.

The 33rd was a scasoned group that had seen action
in the Western Desert flying P-40s. The 33rd moved to
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India in ruary of *44 and joined the 10th Air Force.
They were equipped with P-38s. Missions were flown in
Burma and it was then re-assigned to the l4th but con-
tinued 10 operate in the same area until the war ended.

The S5lst arrived in India in March of "42 equipped
with P-40s. It moved to China in October of '43 and was
then re-assigned 1o the 14th and received some P-38s,
using a mixwre of Lightnings and Warhawks unil re-
equipped with Mustangs in 1945, The assigned role of
tactical missions prevented it from rolling up a score of

ills.

The 80th Group became operational in September 1943
flying a mixture of P-38s and P-40s and was the only one
of the three to remain with the 10th the entire war. A
DUC was awarded for their role in preventing a large
Japancse bomber force from raiding the vital ol refinery
mn Assam, India, on 27 March, 1944, when they broke up
the formations and shot down most of the bombers.

Other areas in which the P-38 operated

The 11th Air Force in the Aleutians included one P-38
group, the 343rd bur like so many others it also included
a number of P-40s in the ecarlier days. The group was
under the command of Lt. Col. John 5. Chenault, the son
of the famed AVG Flying Tiger Commuander. Stationed
at Elmendorf Field they flew parrols, dive-bombed and
strafed Jap camps on Kiska and although their last com-
bat mission was flown in October of "43 they remained
in Alaska umil the war ended.

An oddity was the 32nd Group which operated some
P-38s in the Panama Canal Zone along with various other
types from May of 42 until November of '43. Though
this growp should have been a part of the é&h Air Force
it is mot listed as such in the records.

The four other P-38 groups in existence were all
assigned to the 4th Air Force in the Western half of the
U.S. as training groups. These included the 360th, 473rd
and 329th, Thesr duty was 1o train pilots for combat units.

To sum up the Lightning, it enjoyed a highly success-
ful carcer as a fighter, saw service as the F4 and in
the photo recon version, was modified to carry a bom-
bardier in the so called droop snoot version or a radar
operator a5 a night fighrer. They hung bombs on it to
make it a dive-bomber and level-bomber and even hung
a couple of torpedocs on one as an experiment.

It seems that the name the German ground pounders
hung on the old bird fit her bes1. “ Der Gabelschwanz
Teufel,” “ The Fork Tailed Devil.” As one ex-Lightning
Ace put it, it was one “ Helluva good ship to fly and it
did a Helluva good job.”
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B below: Unusual pais
w feathered, ‘Rickie Boy

Sroup fiest with starboar










Above: A four plane division of
USMC Corsairs escort a F=6E swing

in low to photogs Jp‘! nJa:)-\He
strang-paint in ¢ Ofkinawa,
reages wrsd the forthied. paak in 1he
The Comairs, plus
t 10 the Ieft we

" still and
cine camerss.  (US Manne Cormpa)

Left: Same F-5E as above shawing
the m :\u-hed long-range tank from
D. Duncan took cine
(_'\rn s sirikes on targets on
(US Maring Corps)

Below, two pictures: F-GE of the
28th Photo |'I::l"| Squadron. Tth
Air Force, coming inta land on Yontan
sirstrip. Okinawa, after recce wiiaion
over Eyushu, Japan. (US M.
Comp:
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Shangha:
o that it was
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AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES

Each publication illustrates one type or major sub-types
of a famous aircraft in the colour schemes and markings
of the Air Forces of the World. Each issue will contain eight
pages of colour side \rlew |IIusllalan&. supporting black

and white plan view d

g where

both upper and under surfaces, cne hundred and Ment\l
five half-tone photographs, each issue will also contain
one full coldur plate illustrating twenty examples of Unit
Insignia of the World's Air Forces.

No. 3

No. 4

North American P-51D Mustang.
In USAAF-USAF service.

Republic P-47 Thunderbolt.
In USAAF-USAF. RAF; Free French; French Air
Force; Mexican, Brazilian and other Air Forces.

North American Mustang Mk. I-IV.

In RAF. RAAF. SAAF. RNZAF: RCAF service
and the North American P-51B and D Mus-
tang in French; lalian; Swedish: Royal Nalhw-

Curtiss (P-40) Kittyhawk Mk. -V,

In RAF; RAAF: RNZAF; SAAF; RCAF; Mether-
lands East Indies; Russian and Finnish Air Forces,
The Curtiss P-40 Warhawk will be covered in a
future issue.

Curtiss P-40 Warhawk

In USAAF-French and Fareign service
Supermarine Spitfire—Griffon Engine
Supermarine Spitfire Mk. XII - 24

Supermarine Seafire Mk. | - 47

Spad Scouts

Spad Scouts S.MIl and S.XII

. 10 Lockheed P-38 Lightning

. 11 Consolidated B-24 Liberator
12 Albatros Scouts

. 13 Avro Lancaster

. 14 Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress

lands; Netherlands East Indies:
Israeli; Philippine; an; Somali; South
Korean: Chinese Nationalist; Chinese Communist
etc., Air Forces.

d

Supermarine Spitfire Mk. 1-XVI, Merlin
Engine.
In RAF; RAAF: SAAF. RCAF; USAAF; Belgian;

Polish: Czechoslovakian: Free French, Frenc

Burmese, etc., Air Forces,

North American P-51B/C Mustang.
In USAAF service. Similar content to No. 1 but
with brief coverage of the P-51 and A-36.

No.1 Battle of Britain
The Supermaring Spitle, Hawker Huricans
and Messerschmitt Bf.109E. Sixtean pages of
Colour. Publication date 31st January. 19639
No. 2 Finnish Air Force

AIRCAM ‘SPECIALS’

“ A complete history of the anqﬂ Alr Farce
from formation 10 the presant day.
Publication date 2Bth Nuwmur 1968

SPECIFICATION—P-38 LIGHTNING. (Example chosen P-38L).

Powarplant Two Allison liguid cooled engines. V-1710-111 in stasboard nacelle and 8 V-1710-113 10 port with handed simcrews
GE Model 33 axhaust-driven turbo-superchargers. ***

Span 2t 0in

Length 371 10in,

Height 91108 in

Wesght empty 12,800 Wb maximum loaded 22,000 b,

Armament Ona AN-M2 20 mm. cannon with 150 rounds: four 50 M-2 Browning maching guns with between 300-500 rounds
per gun.

Perdomance Maximum soeed 414 m.ph. at 25,000 ft
Crusssng speed 280 m.p.h. a1 10,000 fr.
Forry range 2.600 miles at 195 m.p.h.

***  Take-off rating 1.475 h.p.; 1,100 hp. with turbo at 30,000 fr.;
omb;

emargancy rating 1,600 h.p. at 28,500 ft

Front Cover -

top to bottom

F-4C. 81h Photographic Reconnaissance Group, India, CBI. ‘Foto Joe'.
P-38J, 364th Fighter Group. 385th Fighter Squadion, Bth Air Force. ETO
P-38L, Chiness Nationalist Aw Force,

F-56G. GR 2/33. French Al Force.

P=38L. Honduran Air Force.

The Berkshare Printing Co.. Lid, © Osprey Publications Lid,
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