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FOREWORD

ow many times have you looked through various
H record selections by your favorite musical
artist and wished that just once, you could select the
tunes to be included in one particular album?

It may seem easy at first, but there are two
very perplexing problems that pop up almost imme-
diately . . .

Before going on, let’'s jump across to the parallel
rail . . . the similar situation. The musical artist now
becomes a genius of drafting pen and ink, William A.
Wylam; the creations by this artist become a long list
of profusely detailed drawings of famous aircraft
through the ages; and the album becomes this book,
for which we must select the subjects.

The problem? First, having been a Wylam fan for
about thirty years and having most of his work on
hand, it was necessary for us to try to pick about
sixteen of the best out of more than a hundred sub-
jects. Practically every one had something in i1t that
made 1t worth choosing.

The other, and most perplexing problem, was that
we must try to read the minds of the prospective
purchasers of this book and guide our selection
accordingly.

With this our goal, the subjects chosen are ones
that have been well known through the years, not
only by the aeronautically minded but also by the
general public, who only knows aviation by what it
was taught in school or read in the newspapers. For
example, when one talks about the beginning of avia-
tion, the word ““Wright” will be mentioned by even
the most disinterested individual.

As for World War |, Albatross is probably second
only to Fokker in the many Luftwaffe legends that
have come out of that conflict, which seemed to
develop so many individual fighting personalities.

And speaking of personalities, what more well-known
combination than Rickenbacker and SPAD? The de-
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Havilland Company contributed the DH-1, which was
so symbolic of the early configurations, and the DH-4,
which represented the height of development by 1918
and then went on to more fame as the backbone of
the U. S. Air Mail.

During the classic age, the 1930’s, Curtiss initiated
the start of the Army Air Corps “'P’" series with the
beautiful taper winged biplanes that developed into
the famous P-6E and its later refinement, the 111C
Hawk. Northrop turned out the A-17A, which later,
under the Douglass name, became the foundation of
the Navy’'s Pacific air fleet as the SBD dive bomber.

During this same period, the non-military planes
were making the land-locked public constantly aware
of the rapid development of aviation as a transporta-
tion utility. Famous flyers were establishing transcon-
tinental records, transoceanic records, and globetrot-
ting feats, and the name Lockheed was synonymous
with many of these accomplishments. While all this
was going on, the Ford tri-motor began the process
of grinding out the millions of passenger miles that
IS now making country to country commuting a daily
affair.

Unfortunately, war seems to have rightfully gained
the reputation of speeding the development of avia-
tion more than any other single force. With World
War |l, the propeller driven airplane reached its peak
as a fighting machine. Ask anyone to name one pur-
suit or fighter plane each from the United States,
Great Britain, and Germany and in many cases you'll
hear P-40, Spitfire, and Messerschmitt. Maybe they
weren't the fastest and didn't carry the most fire
power, but they were beautiful airplanes in functional
simplicity.

So here’'s our Wylam selection: an outline of avia-
tion history, pages out of one man’s book of visual
recordings.

Their flight is over, but the memory lingers on . . .

—WM. C. NORTHROP, JR.
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Navy version of the Army’'s P-1A
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