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Opening Rounds

At the outbreak of the Pacific war on 7 December 1941, the
United States Army Air Force had four organizations that
would be directly involved with the war against the
Japanese; two, the Far East Air Force, based in the
Philippine Islands, and the Hawaiian Air Force, were
committed to the fighting from the first day. Much of the
strength of the FEAF was lost when jnpnmw aircraft
attacked airfields in the Philippines, and a large number of
aircraft were destroyed when Hawaiian airfields were
attacked by Japanese carrier aircraft during the Pearl
Harbor operation. Small units in Alaska and the Aleutian
Islands were soon formed into an Alaskan Air Force, while
the 4th Air Force was on the West Coast of the U
four of these organizations had bomber aircrafi a
them. The activities of the Alaskan and West Coast USA-
hased air forces were, at this stage, limited to patrolwork,
seeking Japanese submarines, and guarding against a
possible Japanese naval assault anywhere in th
spective arecas,

Because of the heavy losses suffered by the Philippines-
Iuscd 1gth Group, FEAF's original bomber unit, only

il

al P could be d n[nm-.t the
lenncsc—l!\mli\ attacks by \mltl numbq.rﬁ of surviving
B-17 Fi against | hipping off the

coast of Luzon. Such operations were the result of
nformation received from reconnaissance or other reports,

Java o
n F thrllnry IW lnd assigned to the g3rd
Sqn. as one of the replacements for the B-17Ds lost in the
Philippines. An carly E model, it was fitted with a
remotely controlled ventral turret, which proved unsuit-
able for combat and was removed (note the metal plate on
the fnsclnq:: underside). The aircraft was named afier
pilot Felix Hardison’s wife and this photograph was taken
after the machine returned to the US late in 1942,

oras a part of search missions, where a suitable targer would
be seen and attacked. The Fortresses, mostly B-17Cand D
models, suffered several losses from Japanese fighters,
both carrier-borne and land based. As soon as Japanese
airfields had been established in the northern Philippines,
no US airfield was safe from attack. This situation led, in
late December 1941, to the withdrawal of the surviving
Fortresses of the 1gth BG to Australia. For the moment,
the US airfields in the Philippines were used as staging
fields for operations against the Japanese. Rarely were
more than ten Fortresses in serviceable condition and their
operations against shipping from comparatively hi
altitudes did not produce significant results. A q
manoeuvre by the target while the artacking aircraft were
on the bomb run threw the sights off, and few hits were
obtained,

Eventually the Japanese obtained a foothold in Java and
the 1gth Group continued its desperate struggle against the
onrushing and seemingly invincible invader. Even the
arrival of the 7th and 43rd Groups, both equipped with
B-175 and a smaller number of the export version of the
Liberator, the LB-je, did not make a great deal of
difference. Losses, unserviceable aircraft, scattered bases,
the vast distances involved and shortage of skilled ground
personnel, all played their part in reducing the number of
aircraft available for operations, Eventually the Japancse
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occupied Java and Borneo and invaded New Guinea, A
small number of aircraft of the 7th Group were stranded in
India, where they had been on the flight out to Australia.
The 7th had mainly B-17E Fortresses with power-
operated turrets and a tail gun position, which were a great
improvement on the earlier B-17C and D models.

On the break-up of the ABCD command —the Ameri-
can, British, Chinese, Dutch alliance, the remnants of the
7th BG were transferred to India. The 1gth and 43rd
groups went to Australia, 1o rebuild and recoup.

The Japanese meanwhile had, by April 1942, con-
solidated their gains, and landed forces at successive points
along the northern coast of New Guinea.

The Allies possessed an airfield at Port Moresby on the
southern New Guinea coast, and bombers from bases in
Australia staged through Port Moresby to attack targets in
New Guinea, Rabaul in New Britain, and naval targets in
these arcas,

In the Hawaiian Islands, two bomber groups, the sthand
1ith, each had a mixture of B-17s and B-18A Bolos. A
number of each of these types were destroyed at Hickam
Field during the attacks on 7 D:c:mbq_r and the I.ur\ ivors
were used on ocean rec e work, g for
Japanese shipping and submarines. After Pearl Harbor
there was a real fear that the Japancse would follow up with
another carrier-borne strike or, worse still, an invasion
fleer. Twelve Fortresses had arrived over Pearl Harbor at
the height of the Japanese attack, staging through Hawaii
en route from the USA o the Philippines. They were
artacked whilst attempting to land ; most got down safely,
some landing away from Hickam Field, but at least one was
destroyed on the ground by strafing fighters.

For the first few confused months of the Pacific war,
aircraft were sent into battle in piecemeal fashion, often
with the sketchiest of crew briefings, and results hardly
justified even the modest effort involved. The situation
improved in February 1942, when some reorganization

Showing the beefed-up nose armament typical of early
Mitchells in the CBI and Pacific theatres, this B-25C-NA,
42-32263, was part of the ggoth BS, 3418t BG. Flying with
the 10th AF, the 3415t became highly adept at knocking out
bridges and came to use the nickname ‘Burma Bridge
Busters”. (Via R. L. Ward)

and redesignation of the air forces operating against the
Japanese was carried out: the Far East Air Forces became
the sth Air Force and the Hawaiian Air Force was
designated the 7th Air Force. The tiny Alaskan Air Force
became the 11th Air Force and the embryonic air force in
India became the roth Air Force, when that headguarters
moved to India to take command in March 1942,

In April 1942, a US naval task force moved into
Japanese home waters, and on the 18th of the month
launched sixteen B-25B Mitchell bombers, under the
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Doolittle, against Japan.
Most of the bombers atntacked targets in Tokyo itsclf. All
aircraft were lost—they were intended to fly on to bases in
China, but an earlier-than-planned rake-off put these bases
just beyond their range. One Mitchell landed in Russia,
where it —and its crew — was interned and two of the crews
were captured by the Japanese, but the rest, including
several seriously injured men, were assisted to safety by
Chinese guerillas.

This raid did not cause great damage in Tokyo, but
profoundly affected Japanese planning. Their strategy
consisted of setting up a defensive screen of islands deep in
the Pacific, from whence patrolling aircraft or ships could
give warning of any US naval forces approaching the home
islands. One of these patrolling ships had caused the early
take-off of Doolittle's aircraft.

In accordance with this ‘defensive screen’ policy, the
jnpanmd:tcmmcd in June 1942 1o smz.(- Midway Island.
The US, d by the i of | radio
messages, for which the codes had l\ccn broken, inflicted a
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A 3Bath Group B-a4D Liberator ‘She Asta’, with an
impressive row of mission markers. It appears that an
earlier insignia on the nose of the aireraft has been painted
out.

severe defeat on the Imperial Navy, which lost four aircraft
carriers, several other ships and many aircraft and crews,

USAAF operations during the Battle of Midway
consisted of attacks on the Japanese fleet by Fortresses,
and torpedo artacks at low level by four B-26 Marauders.
Two Marauders were lost and the other two were severely
damaged. No torpedo hits were claimed, and the high-level
attacks by the Fortresses caused little damage to the
Japanese ships. In the days after the battle, searches were
made for damaged Japanese vessels.

Among the aircraft rushed out to Hawaii as the Japanese
threat developed were four LB-30 Liberators from the 4th
AF. General Clarence Tinker, Commanding General of
the 7th AF, had a high regard for the Liberator, and he saw
an opportunity to use its great range to attack Wake Island,
captured by the Japanese in December 1g41. Such an
attack, beyond the reach of B-17s, would be a dem-
onstration of the capabilities of the Liberator and
provide up-to-date information on what the Japancse had
done at Wake Island since its caprure. The raid was
launched from Midway, which even then necessitated a
2,500-mile trip. During the Hawaii to Midway leg, three of
the pilots became concerned at the way the fourth LB-30
vas being flown. This aircraft was carrying General
Tinker, with an ex-fighter pilot, Tinker's aide, at the
controls, The three experienced bomber pilots considered
the fourth machine was flying too slowly for its heavy load,
and was almost stalling as a result. At Midway, these points
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were discussed and ] er's pilot agreed to use higher
power settings. The mis to Wake was to be flown on 7
June, and it was hoped to catch crippled Japanese shipping
at anchor off the island. In the event, the mission ended in
tragedy. General Tinker's aircraft, again flying slowly,
mushed slowly through the undercast and neither aireraft
nor crew was ever seen again. The other three crews did
not attack the target and returned o Midway.

The mission to Wake was flown three weeks later, on 26
June 1942, All three LB-30s attacked, dumped their loads
on runw and installations, and returned safely w
Midway. This raid was typical of early operations in the
Pacific, being flown at extreme range with small numbers
of aircraft, and suffering a loss due to a non-operational
cause.

In the northern Pacific area, several islands in the
Aleutians were seized by the Japanese as part of the far-
flung Midway operation. Among US forces sent to this
theatre were B-175 and a few B-26 Marauders, which
attacked Japanese shipping and military camps in the arca.

Abave right

Four Mitchells of the 11th AF over the northern Pacific in
1943. Sea search radar is fitted, as evidenced by the aerials
under the nose of 41-30474/74 named ‘My Buddy', the
quartet being part of the 77th Sqn., 28th BG.

Right

The scene after a one-wheel landing of a 7th AF Liberator
on 18 December 1943 on Makin Island in the Gilberts, N
952 was shot up over Mili in the Marshalls and was
scrapped after all usable parts had been stripped o keep
other B-24s in the air.







Following their reverse at Midway, Japanese policy was
to consolidate their gains all over the Pacific, from the
Aleutians to New Guinea, In New Guinea, further
landings were made at points on the northern coast. A
number of air attacks were also launched against towns
such as Darwin and Allied airfields in northern Australia. A
further effort was made by the Japanese to cut the supply
line from the USA to Australia, by occupying the main
islands in the Solomons group.

Combat operations:
5th and 13th Air Forces

For most of the war, the largest air force opposing the
J was the sth, ized from the of the
FEAF during 1942. By April 1942 the greatly depleted
1gth Group was joined b)' some aireraft of the 3rd BG—a
few A-24s, which were the US Army version of the Navy
Dauntless —the B-17E Fortresses of the 43rd Group, and
the B-26 Marauders of the 22nd Group. Although on
paper this was a sizeable increase in the force, in practice
the number of aircraft available at any one time was quite
small.

The Japanese had meanwhile established a naval base at
Rabaul at the northern tip of New Britain, where the fine
matural Simpson Harbour soon became busy with the
acnvit} of a large naval base and its attendant facilities,

and shore installati Two airficlds were
quu‘kl) built, followed larcr by a further three, on which
the Jag based ¢ bl bers of fighters and
bombers. From Rabaul, Japanese forces could strike
south-west at the New Guinea coast and south-east
towards the Solomon Islands.

In August 1942 command of the 5th AF was taken over
by Gen. George C. Kenney, who replaced Gen, Brett.
Brett flew home in *The Swoose’, a venerable B-17D of the
1gth Group, and the only example of that Fortress model
flown by the 19th to return to the USA.

Under Kenney's energetic command, and with more
aircraft and units coming to the theatre, attacks were made
on targets in Japanese-held territory, and on shipping. One
of the carliest strikes sent out by Kenney was to the Rabaul
airfields on the eve of the Allied landing on Guadalcanal in
the Solomons, Reconnaissance by B-17s had shown tlm
the | were also building an airfield on Guadal
fram which they could threaten Allied bases in Fiji and
New Caledonia, both locations forming part of the island
chain of communications from the USA to Australia. The
Allies determined ro act first, and occupied the airfield by a
landing on 7 August 1942. The landing phase was virtually
unopposed, and the airficld was quickly taken. However,
the Japanese reacted violently to the US Marines holding
the airfield, and for many weeks the issue hung in the
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balance. Several naval battles were fought in the waters
around the Solomons, and bitter fighting raged around the
airfield perimeter. Japanese aircraft from Rabaul attacked
US shipping da\h nﬁcr the Guadalcana] landing. How-
ever, the eigh sent over Vanak airfield at
Rabaul before the Guadalcanal landing had wrecked many
Japanese aircraft and burned a fuel dump.

‘The area for which Kenney was responsible was vast:
Darwin and Townsville, the two major bomber bases in
Australia, were over 1,000 miles apart. New Caledonia was
1,000 miles from Guadalcanal. Aircraft attacking Rabaul
staged up through the Port Moresby airfields on the south
coast of New Guinea to make their attacks. Several
airfields were built around Port Moresby, and each was
known by the number of miles from that town, Seven Mile
"Drome being one.

Apart from the difficulties imposed by the vast
distances — practically all targets were at extreme range—
most units were handicapped by shortage of aircraft or
having to operate more than one type. For example, the
3rd BG operated A-zos and B-25 Mitchells wogether for a
time, For several months after its arrival the 38th BG
(Mitchells) had only two squadrons. The 22nd BG arrived
in the theatre with Marauders, and was due to eventually
re-equip wlth Mlldulls Howrm. one squadron, the
1gth, until February
1944, when the whole of the 22nd re-equipped with B-24
Liberators to become a heavy bomber group,

The B-24 was considered more suitable than the B-17in
the Pacific, where its great range could be more effectively
used. In November 1942, lh: galh BG, equipped with
Lib arrived in A g crews of
the 1gth were sent home, and cvcnruall, the gmnp was
transferred back to the USA.

‘The sth AF pioneered several techniques that became
widely used in the Pacific war: the B-17s of the 43rd Group
experimented in the technique of low-level skip bombing
against shipping, and the high-altitude approach, very
necessary in Europe, was dropped. Mitchells of the 3rd
Group had the bombardier’s position deleted and replaced
by fixed nose guns —usually four — for low-level strafing of
ships, tactical targets, airfields and similar objectives.
Extra forward-firing guns were also fitted to the fuselage
sides. Although both the G and H models of the Mitchell
were fitted with a 75mm cannon, the weapon did not find
much favour with the sth AF. It was found that in
attacking some targets, particularly ships, the steady run-

Men at work: armourers load zoin calibre machine-gun
ammunition into the nose trret of a 7th AF Liberator
named ‘Ready Teddy'. Built as a B-a4D), this aircraft (in
common with many early model Liberators in the Pacific)
has had a spare tail turret fitted into the nose in place of
the original ‘g ?, with the d glass front
panel removed to allow access. The dress of the ground
crew is noteworthy, the side-arm of the man on the left
probably indi the ps in the
jungle surrounding the island nrn:np










One of the most remarkable picture sequences of the war
was taken at Kokas, New Guinea, on 22 July 1944, when A-
208 of the 312th Bomb Group were briefed to hit Japanese
installations. (,ﬂmmgoﬂ'the marget A-20G 43-9432/V of the

387th BS ook a direct hit in the belly, flipped over and
plunged he sen,

. Jones)




in necessary to aim the cannon made the aircraft too
vulnerable to AA fire; the blast from so large a gun also
caused structural problems.

The various field modifications to beef up the B-25"s
armament led, in early 1944, to the appearance of the
‘ultimare’ strafer model, the B-z25], the solid-nosed version
of which packed eight guns. With four more “fifties’ firing
forward from the fuselage sides, two in the top turret and
four in the fuselage, the eighteen-gun B-25] was the most
heavily armed medium bomber in service anywhere.
Before long this potent weapon was being built for all the air
forces fighting the Japanese.

Along with strafing attacks, a special parachute bomb
delivery was devised, to enable low-flying aircraft to avoid

The last Liberator group assigned to the 7th AF was the
494th, which began combat operations from Anguar on 3
November 1 Here, W(;sg ‘Kuuipe' is readied for a
mission less than twenty-four hours after arrival on

the blast from their own weapons. Demolition and
fragmentation bombs—‘parademos’ and ‘parafrags’—
were particularly effective against troop concentrations
and airfields. Most light and medium bomber attacks now
became hectic dashes at low level with guns blazing,
through curtains of tracer and smoke, the bombs being laid
in strings across the target arca,

By 1044, the 38th and 345th Groups were both
equipped with Mitchells, and the 3rd, 312th, and 417th
had A-20 Havocs, These units used the low-level attack
method to the virtual exclusion of any form of high-level
formation bombing, whereas most USAAF theorisis
favoured high-level tactics up until that time.

In the first week of March 1943, the sth AF, with units
of the Royal Australian Air Force, scored a notable victory
in the Bismarck Sea at the eastern end of New Guinea. Out
of a sixteen-ship convoy, only four destroyers survived,
and few of the 6,000 troops intended to reinforce the
J:pam-st Army in New Guinea completed the trip.

lous low-level strafing tactics had more than paid

Anguar, on 24 November 1944, its il ch
the 864th Sqn. The group was also the last B-24 unit to
deploy overseas.

uﬂ'.
Following some initial difficultics, the goth Group



A pair of Liberators from the 11th BG's 26th Squadron

during a mission to Truk on 29 July 1944, when 7th AF

bamber squadrons had begun to use identifying tail

symbaols. ‘Little Joe', a B-25G-1NA serialled 42-64896, makes a low-
level run during a strike on Japanese shipping in the
Marshalls early in 1944. Of interest are the blotched
markings on wings and tail, and the tail gun position,
which, bined with the mid top turret,
indicates that this ircraft, part of the 7th AF's yist BG,
was built shortly before the mlmductmn of the B-a5H.
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The striking nose marking of a B-25] Mitchell strafer of
the 345th BG, 44-31064 assigned to the 499th BS. The bat
face insignia was used on most squadron aircraft, along
the well-known “Air Apaches’ Indian head on the

wil

fin/rudder, the 345th Group marking. The light-coloured
patch behind the insignia shows where the package guns
have been removed, a common practice on sth AF
Mitchells.

B

“Bones', the last of 14 000 H—xslls. in: service \ut]l |I'|: |n(||
AF's |:t|| BG. Several p Erap been p

this particular aircraft, covered \ulll the algnaluru nf
workers at the North American Inglewood plant, but this
is one of the few showi in an operational setting, witha
battle number applied. Serialled 43-5104, the number 45’

indicates assignment to the 83rd BS, ‘Bones’ being seen
here at Pandaveswar, India, in 1944.

began to carry a greater share of sth AF heavy bomber
operations as the Liberator began o prove itself in
operations in the South West Pacific Area (SWPA). The
B-24 took over from the Fortress in the 43rd Group in late
1943, and the 22nd Group was re-equipped with
Liberators in early 1944. Similar changes were made in
bomber groups in the 7th and 1oth Air Forces.

By late 1943, several Allied landings had been made on
the north New Guinea coast, as s[l:ppln);-e.lunn to the
lik ton of the Phil The bomt had been

gaged in rficlds, shipping, and troop
concentrations lhrnughouv this campaign. In May 1943
another Liberator group, the 38o0th, had arrived in the

Iy

theatre and became operational, attacking targets in Java
and Borneo,

With the addition of the 380th, the sth AF reached its
full complement of heavy bomber groups, all equipped
with B-z4s. These units were the 2and, 43rd, goth and
380th, and by mid-1944 they formed a sizeable striking
force for use in the New Guinea, Philippines, and East
Indies area.

While the sth AF had been engaged in the difficalt
struggle in the 1942 New Guinea, campaign, the American
forces were Jocked in a bitter struggle for the Solomon
Islands. The South Pacific Area (SoPac) was commanded
by the US Navy, whilst the SWPA was commanded by
(n.n \hc\rlhnr However, US Army bombers were
Ived in the Guadalcanal operation from the carliest
, three groups being sent to the SoPac area from the
7th AF in Hawaii—the 11th with Fortresses in July 1942,
the sth (Fortresses) in November 1942, and the 3o7th
(Liberators) in February 1943

These three groups, various AAF fighter and
transport groups in the New Caledonia and Solomon
Islands, were formed into the 13th Air Force in January
1943, under the command of Major-General Nathan F.
Twining. In June 1943, the B-25-equipped 42nd Group
had begun combat operati mostly against shipping and
airfields ; the Liberators and Fortresses ranged farther afield
against similar targets,

In mid-1943, the 11th Group returned to the 7th AF,
leaving the 13th AF with three bombardment groups, the
sth and 3jo7th, by now all equipped with Liberators, and
the 42nd, operating various models of Mitchell. Plans o
invade Rabaul in 1944 were dropped, and instead it was to
be neutralized and blockaded by sca- and airpower: the
13th AF took part in the early stages of this campaign.

Further command changes occurred in June 1944
General Kenney was named as commander of a newly
constituted Far East Air Force, with both the sthand 13th
Air Forces under his command. The 13th was moved into
the south-west Pacific and often occupied bases pre-
viously used by the sth AF. Operations were directed at
attacking the Japanese in the Philippines and islands
between New Guinea and the invasion beaches of Leyte
Island.

For months Allied planners had wanted 1o attack the oil
refineries at Balikpapan in Borneo, and the task was
allocated to the 13th AF. Balikpapan was over 1,000 miles
from Noemfoor, the nearcst bomber base, and the 5th AF
was directed to assist as required in neutralizing the
refineries. Eventually five attacks were made between 30
September and 18 October 1944. The Japanese, foreseeing
such an attack, moved one of their crack Navy fighter units
from Singapore to defend these targets.

This series of raids is most interesting from the point of
view of the different procedures adopted by the two
bomber commands involved. The Liberator groups of the
13th AF, which was in charge of the operations, carried
only 4o per cent of normal ammunition. The sth AF




directed its groups to remove the ball turrets from their
Liberators as well as some armour and a complicated
system of cruise control and weight adjustment was to be
followed. This included transferring the contents of the
bomb bay fuel tank to wing tanks after four hours, and
moving crewmen from the waist compartment to other
parts of the aircraft in a strictly timed rotation. On the
return trip, any remaining ammunition was to be
jettisoned go minutes from the target

The first raid involved both 13th AF groups, the sth and
307th, and the 5th AF"s goth Group. Four Liberators were
lost to Japanese fighters,

In the second raid on 5 October, only the 13th AF was
involved. The 3o7th suffered heavy attacks from Japanese
fighters, losing seven Liberators: two aircraft ran out of
ammunition, and all the rest were running short by the
time the Japanese broke off their attacks. The tight sth
Group formation was left alone by the defending fighters,

In the third raid on ro October, all five bomber groups,
the sth AF's 22nd, 43rd and goth, and the 13th AF's :
and 3o7th, toik part; sth AF fighter pilots offered to fly
bomber support over the target from their nearest b
and ditch on the way back at a prearranged rendezvous,
but Kenney would not permit this. Instead, Thunderbolts
and Lightmings, dangerously overloaded with extra large
drop tanks, flew out from hastily extended airfields at
Morotai, 830 miles from Balikpapan. During the raid there
was a fierce air battle over the refineries, resultin
American losses of four bombers and one fighter
claims by the US forces involved amounted to over sixty

Napalm-filled ssgal petrol drums tumble towards Jap-
anese positions on Iwo Jima, 1 February 1945, released by
B-245 of the 27th BS, joth BG. The five aircraft scen here
were part of a twenty-one-bomber effort by the joth
Group that day.




Japanese fighters shot down.

The fourth Balikpapan raid on 14 October was the most
successful in terms of damage inflicted on the refineries,
and again involved all five bomber groups. Two US
bombers and five fighters were lost, while American
combat claims amounted to forty-three Japanese aircraft
shot down. The fifth raid was an anticlimax, as the
refineries were covered in cloud ; bombing was conducted
on timed runs by the two 13th AF groups taking part
There were no US Josses and it was presumed that the
Japanese had not replaced their fighters lost during the
previous attacks,

“This costly series of attacks was deemed worthwhile as
the Japanese almost |mm ediately felt the loss of fuel
supplies, particularly a n spirit. For the Americans,
the loss of twenty-two Liberators and nine fighters was
offset by the rescue of sixty of their crews by Catalina
flving-boats and a submarine stationed off the coast of
Borneo for this purpose,

Afier the Balikpapan raids, both the sth and 13th Air
Forces were heavily involved in operations connected with
the invasion of the Philippines. Many of these
were strikes on airfields to neutralize Japanese airpow
shipping to cut their supply lines and, for the strafers,
attacks on road and rail transport.,

Apart from bombing up:mmn\ the 2oth (nn:hat
Mapping Squadron, equipped with F-7 r 2
Liberators, carried out many hazardous individual long-
distance flights to photograph and survey the Philippines.
The 20th Squadron was one of four assigned to the 6th
Reconnaissance Group, the other three using mainly F-5
Lightnings and a few adapted Mitchells.

Both the sth and 13th Air Forces also had a Liberaror
squadron, whose primary task was individual night al
by radar on Japanese shipping. In the sth AF, the unit w.
the 63rd Squadron, part of the 43rd BG, and the 13th AF's
394th Squadron, part of the sth BG, had a similar duty,
but from January 1944, the task was taken over by the
B68th Sqn., an independent unit. These squadrons became
known as ‘snoopers’ and played havoc with Japanese
shipping as well as providing RCM cover and a
pathfinder service to other groups involved in night artacks
on land targets. They were equipped with black-painted
Liberators, each carrying a development of Hz2X radar and
computerized bomb-release equipment.

Eventually, by carly 1945, the bomber groups moved
into bases in the newly liberated Philippines. The 13th AF
was concerned with artacking remaining Japanese pos
tions in the islands and assisi in the preparations for the
forthcoming Australian invasion of Borneo. Other strikes

The first B-2q

to drop bombs on Japan was 42-6279,
Postoille Express’, of the 468th BG, which flew the mission
ufx;jun: 1944 uhm thc 53!}\ \\'mg atmch:d Yawarta. The

bing and cight supply
missions over “the Hump before returning to the US as a
‘war weary' in December 1944,

1h

The nose of *Eddie Allen’ 42-24579 of the 45th BS, yoth BG,
with seven camel symbols for missions over the Hump
and six bombs for the half-dozen raids it had made at the
time the photo was taken. Named in memory of the
Boeing test pilot who was killed in the erash of the second
XB-2g, this Superfort went on to fly three more supply
trips before moving to Tinian with the sBth Wing early in
1945. Its mission total eventually ran to at least twenty-
three.

Nose art, s8th Wing style. The number of camel symbaols
as against bomb silhouettes is mute testimony to the
necessity for supply missions in the CBI, the first word of
the name having more emphasis on ‘carry




were aimed at cutting off Japanese seaborne supplies across
the South China Sea, and eliminating Asian coastal targets
south of Luzon,

The sth AF then struck northwards, from bases on
Luzon, against targets on Formosa, in Hong Kong, along
the Chinese coast, and shipping in adjacent areas. Aircraft
swept daily over airfields, ports, and marshalling yards, the
heavies at high level, the Havocs and Mitchells ar lintle
maore than ground level

After the successful invasion of Okinawa, the four heavy
bomber groups of the sth AF were moved 1o bases on that

i

Liberator number g46 of the 13th AF's 3071 ‘(A the *Long
Rangers' bearing the monogrammed ‘LR’ initials of the
group on the fin. The aircraft was photographed carly
1945, shortly after the series of raids on Balikpapan.

the CBI theatre, the time and area being represented here
by 42-24732 of the 444th BG. The diamond tail marking
indicates the group and the barely visible coloured waist
ping of the band
This aircrafit also
carried one of the widely uppllcll B- -r; “hull numbers’ on
its forward fusclage, k—-_\u

island or nearby le Shima. Some of the medium and light
bomber units were on Okinawa, or in process of moving
there.

is last move brought the 38oth Group, a long-time
5 F bombardment unit, back 1o operations alongside
the 2and, 43rd and goth groups. many months the
38oth had attacked Japanese p ons in western New
Guinea and Borneo and had been attached to the RAAF o




Another goth Group B-ag—named ‘Genie’—with an im-

pressive row of mission markers, Probably taken afrer

arrival on Tinian, the photo shows the aircraft before the

application of the triangle § marking allocated to the 4oth
roup.

train Australian crews in the use of the B-24. Later it had
operated over the southern Philippines.

By the time of the Japanese surrender in August 1945
the 5th AF was operating over Kyushu, the southernmost
island of Japan, and the 13th AF had almost completely
swept Japanese shipping from the seas in the area for
which it was responsible.

China—Burma—India:
10th and 14th Air Forces

The 1oth AF was activated in the desperate days of early
1942, when Allied fortunes in the Pacific war were at their
lowest. The 1oth was to take command of USAAF units in
India and Burma, and also to assist China in any way
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possible to stem the tide of advancing Japanese armies in
those countries.

In the earliest days, the 1oth AF bomber force consisted
of elements of the 7th BG and 11th Bomb Squadron in
China, the latter flying B-25 Mitchells. The rith BS
flew alongside the American Volunteer Group, which, ina
series of complex administrative moves to regularize its
position, became the 23rd Fighter Group in July 1g42.
The few AVG personnel who opted to remain in China
were inducted into the USAAF and formed the nucleus of
the 23rd. The AVG's commander, Claire Chennault, then
a captain (retired) in the USAAF, was speedily promoted,
first o Licut.-Colonel then to Brigadier-General (tem-
porary) in the USAAF. Between 1937 and 1941 Chennault
had served in China as Chiang Kai-Shek’s aerial adviser,
and had thoroughly reorganized and modernized the
Nationalist Chinese Air Force in its fight against the
Japanese. Chennault had held a unique position as a
foreigner in China, and was held in grear esteem. The 23rd
FG, together with the 11th BS, formed the China Air Task
Force from July 1942, with Chennault as its commander.
In turn, the CATF was subordinate to Gen. Bissell, the
commander of the 1oth AF in India-Burma,

The 7th Group was, on paper, equipped with two




squadrons of heavy bombers (B-17s and B-24s) and two
squadrons of Mitchells. In mid-1942, one of its squadrons,
the gth, had been hastily detached to the Middle
balster the Allied forces after the disasters of June 1942
Omnly the 436th Sqn. (heavy bombers) and the 22nd Sgn.
{Mitchells) could offer any serious offensive action against
the onrushing Japanese, their e ﬂml\ being aided by a small
RAF force. Artacks made by AF units were com-
plicated by shortages of aircraft, crews, and support
equipment. In particular there was a desperate lack of
spare parts of every description. The Allied air forces
retreated back to India as, time after time, the advancing
Japanese captured their bases when ground defences
collapsed. By the end of 1942, the Japanese had reached

Last 1o

the India-Burma frontier, and had cut the Burma Road,
the only land supply link to China,

This meant that all supplics to China had to be carried by
air over “The Hump'—the Himalaya Mountains—by
transport aircraft. If the 1oth AF in India was hampered
by shortage of every form of supplies, the CATF was in

Men at work: mechanics check an engine of a 7th AF B-24
on a Pacific island airstrip with a backdrop provided by 42-
40123, & B-24-30-C0 with the aforementioned nose turret
modification. Much of this necessary beefing-up of the
Liberator's nose armament was carried out by the air
depot in Hawaii before the arrival of B-24H and | models
with factory-fitted nose turrets in 1944




S?trl'nrlrm V square 4 of the 877th BS, 400th BG, takes
off for the Musashine aero-engine works, Tokyo, the first
B-2y strike on Japan from the island of Saipan. It was
common for off-duty personnel to wawch the giant
bombers take off.

desperate straits; often supplies intended for China were
diverted to India-based units. CATF mediums attacked
any target as and when the opportunity and the availability
of fuel and bombs allowed, Russian-made bombs often
being used. The AVG celebrated the last day of its
existence, 4 July 1942, by escorting five B-25 Mitchells 1o
attack airfields ar Canton.

Much of the CATF's efforts were bound up with
bombing airfields used by the Japanese, and similarly
repelling attempts by the Japanese to bomb CATF bases.
Wherever CATF runways were cratered, an army of
Chinese workers descended on the damaged airfield and
filled in any holes in a matter of hours. At one stage the
CATF bomber flect numbered only seven Mitchells, but
in September 1942 a few more arrived.

Many attacks with small numbers of aircraft were
mounted against dockside facilities in ports on the
Chinese coast, airfields, rail , and so forth. Both
bomber and fighter units were forced to constantly move
their bases, partly to keep the enemy from bombing them
on the ground, and also to enable them to reach targets in
widely differing arcas of China. In August 1942, the CATF
made its first raid on an Indo-Chinese target, when its
aircraft damaged t g and sank a
freighter in the harbour.

On 21 October, the Lin-hoi coal mines were bombed by
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B-24s from the 436th BS of the toth AF's 7th Group. It
had been hoped that the raid would flood the mines and
render them useless, bur, although the target was hit,
flooding did not occur. Other targets included the docks
and warchouses at Hong Kong, attacked by Mitchells in
day and night raids, and Lashio airfield in Burma.

As these raids on targets in Japanese-held territory
usually resulted in Japanese fighter opposition, Chennault
provided fighter escort for his bombers whenever possible
and many Japanese fighters were destroyed. Numerous
other enemy aircraft, both fighters and bombers, were
destroyed in USAAF attacks on their bases, Consequently,
Japanese bombing raids on Chinese cities eased somewhat,
and US airmen in general and Chennault in particular
enjoyed a high prestige in Free China which manifested
itself in many ways. One of the most helpful was the
seemingly large proportion of US airmen who, with
Chinese help, eventually found their way back to Allied
territory after being shot down.

Chiang Kai-Shek himself wanted a separate American
air force in China, rather than a sub-organization of the
India-based 1oth AF, and eventually, in March 1943,
command changes took place which activated the 14th AF
in China under Chennault's command. In effect, this
consisted of the CATF, with the addition of bomber and
fighter units,

The 3415t BG had been activated in India in September
1942 with its component 4goth and 4g1st BS, which were
taken from the 7th Group, The 3415t was then moved over
the Hump to China, and absorbed by the 11th BS.

The 308th BG, a Liberator unit originally intended for
the Bth AF in England, was diverted to the 14th AF and




arrived in China in March 1943. This group had to be seli-
supporting in the matter of supplies lifted over the Hump,
and several supply sorties had to be made for every
operational sortic that was flown.

Meanwhile, in the 1oth AF, the 7th BG had been re-
equipped with Liberators by the end of 1942 and now had a
full four squadrons; the gth, 436th, 492nd and 493rd. For
several months the 7th Group represented the sole striking
force of the 1oth AF, its targets including Rangoon
(dockyards), airficlds, and many points along the Burmese
railway system, upon which the Japanese relied heavily to
bring their troops and supplies up to the fighting areas
along the Burmese-Indian frontier. The 7th also attacked
Bangkok, then capital of Siam, as the port assumed great
importance towards the end of 1943. Two night raids were
made in December 1943, the sccond of which resulted in
heavy explosions and large fires.

Before moving to China in September 1943, the 3415t
Group's Mitchells interdicted the rail system farther
north, and also went after any river wraffic. As attacks on
railways became more effective, the Japanese began to use
the great Burmese rivers, the Sittang, Irrawaddy,
Chindwin and their tributaries, as supply lines.

The 1oth AF also activated the 15t Air Commando
Group, specifically charged with air support for ground
expeditions in Japancse-held territory. The 15t Com-
mando Group had fighter, liaison and troop carrier
squadrons, and for a time a bomber squadron, equipped
with B-25G and H models fitted with the 75mm cannon,
which the Air Commandoes used to some effect,

From April 1944, the 1oth AF had another Mitchell

group, the 12th, a combat-hardened: organization which
had seen much service in the Mediterranean. Later re-
equipped with strafer B-25Hs and solid-nosed Js, this
group immediately made its presence felt and was a
welcome addition to the roth AF, commanded since
August 1943 by Maj.-Gen. Davidson.

Despite the growing strength of the Allies in Burma, the
Japanese had by no means given up the attempt to break
through into India. In March 1944 they launched artacks,
which were stopped at Imphal and Kohima by defending
British and Indian troops. Many attacks were made by
1oth AF Mitchells and Liberators on enemy supply points
and lines of communication and the Allies slowly drove the
Japanese back

In China, the Japanese launched a series of offensives,
beginning in April 1944. These had a two-fold immediate
objective—to occupy a number of 14th AF bases in the
south, and establish a Japanese—controlled land corridor
between their occupied areas in the north and Indo-China
in the south. They already controlled much of the Chinese
coastline, with its many ports and citics.

T square 26 of the 498th Group at rest. Serialled 42-65210
the aircraft was the first of three aircraft to carry this code
and was lost on 24 March 1945 with no word from the crew.
Named ‘Fay', her two successors were ‘Fay" and *Filthy
Fay', and both were lost no survivors or any word of
their fate. The last four digits of the serial on the aircraft
rudders shown here was common practice in the 73rd
Wing. In the background is T square 24.




A so5th Group B-z9 at its hardstand on North Field,
Tinian, during May-August 1945. Carrying the 313th wing

cm’.‘lt and group ID letter W'
has black-yellow-bl

lead crew.

and green fin tip, the
k tail stripes to denote a

The 14th AF did its best to assist the |Il-oqu|ppcd
Chinese armies in ing the Jap but
with a dire shortage of all forms of supplics, air support was
not as helpful as it might have been, The fighters of the
tgth AF took on much of the support work, whilst a
considerable proportion of the 308th Group's time was
dnnttd to flying sorely needed petrol over the Hump.

Iy the J did establish a land corridor
from northern China to the Indo-Chinese border, which
split Chinese-controlled areas into west and :asr China.
From th ble cast China area, a d
and a detachment of six 308th Gmup L\b:nlm's uprrzlcd
until forced by fuel shortage to return to west China.

Following the success of the anti-shipping ‘snooper’
Liberators in the 5th and 13th Air Forces, the 373rd BS of
the jo8th BG was cquipped during 1g44 with black-
painted Hz2X-radar-cquipped Liberators. Operating up
and down the Chinese coast at night, this squadron ook a
great toll of Japanese shipping until July 1945, when it was
transferred to the 7th AF.

The difficulties facing the 14th AF were compounded
by the fact that it was made responsible for the defence of
the Superfortress bases around Cheng-tu. The supplies
needed for this purpose cut into Hump tonnage, which
could have been used elsewhere in China. Other difficulties
arose from differences of opinion between Gen. Stillwell,
the US overall commander in the theatre, and Gen.
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Chennault and Geweralissimo Chiang Kai-Shek in China,

Even as late as April 1943, the Japanese were mounting
land offensives in China, but eventually they began to
withdraw their troops northwards, in the face of the
mounting US Pacific offensive, then dangerously near the
home islands —the troops might soon be needed to defend
their homeland.

The 308th Group was put permanently onto air-lifting
fuel over the Hump into China and was virtually
withdrawn from bombing operations. Offensive opera-
tions were left to fighters and the small numbers of
Mirchells left in China.

In Burma, the 7th Group (Liberators) and 12th Group
(Mitchells) continued their attacks on enemy lines of
communication, and made many sortics against railway
junctions and yards. Railway bridges in particular were
singled out for attention. From December 1944, the 4o3rd
Sqn. used the Azon radio-controlled bomb on railway
bridge targets. This weapon was fitted with controllable
fins, and was dropped singly from about 8,000ft. The
Liberators using Azon bombs could be recognized by three
downwards-pointing aerials under their tails.

Rangoon fell in May 1945 to a landward drive combined
with a seaborne landing to mark the end of the Burmese
campaign; 7th Group Liberators continued to range
forward over Indo-China, however. After some initial
indecision, plans were made to move the 1oth AF to China,
to become a tactical air force, whilst the 14th would assume
a strategic role. However, these plans were in only an
embryonic stage when Japan surrendered.



gm‘rm']-m'( the Pacific Pioncer” was g2-24614, the first 73rd
fing Superfort to touch down on Saipan, carrying Gen.
Haywood 8. Housell, the commanding general of the 21st
Bomber Command. *Josie® carried the code T square 5 and
was assigned to the yofith Group's 873rd BS. She crashed
into the sea shortly after take-off on 1 April 1945, and was
lost with her crew.

The nose of an F-3 Liberator of the 20th Combat Mapping
Squadron, renowned for the exotic artwork of Al Merkling,
a alented artist of the 19408, In the process of being
stripped back to NMF, ‘Pappy's Passion' shows how a
patch of blue phote-recon finish paintwork, in which F-7s
were delivered, was commonly left behind the nose art.
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North Pacific:
11th Air Force

Afer an initial flurry of action when the Japanese occupied
Kiska and Attu as part of the Midway operation, the 11th
AF settled into a campaign characterized by attacks by
small numbers of aircraft on Japanese-held islands,

The bomber strength of the 11th AF, under the
command of Brig.-Gen. William O. Butler, consisted of
the Mitchells of the 4obth BS, and the Liberators of the
215t and 4o4th BS. These units arrived soon after the
Japanese carrier-borne air attack on Dutch Harbour in
June 1942, Originally intended to undertake a desert
warfare role, the gogth’s B-245 were complete with sand
camouflage and were, appropriately, dubbed ‘pink
elephants’,

The 11th AF was the smallest of the seven ranged
agmnst the Japanese, and for most of the war had only
two groups asssigned, the 343rd Fighter and 28th
Composite Group, the latter operating fighters alongside
its Mitchells and Liberators.

continwed on page 17

In sixteen missions, *zoth Century Sweetheart’ also claimed
the destruction of five enemy airerafit. Further details are
unknown, but the aircraft was almost certainly photo-
graphed in the Marianas.

The B-2¢'s smooth uncamouflaged nose section became
an idcal ‘canvas’ for 20th AF artists, ‘Tamaka Termite'
being an ideal example. Gracing a machine of the 874th
BS, the lady shares the nose with the squadron badge, a
marking widely applied by some units. The group was the
498th, part of the 73rd Wing.



KEY TO COLOUR PAGES:

Page 25 above: North A B-z5C-NA Mi 41-
3on17, of the 4ogth BS, 38th BG, sth AF, flown by Major
Ralph Cheli to lead an amack on Dagua airfield, New
Guinea, on 18 August 1943. His aircraft set ablaze by
enemy fighters, Cheli continued to lead his squadron ina
successful attack before crashing—for which leadership
he was awarded the Medal of Honor.

Below: A 444th BG B-ag-1-BW, 4a-6a25, being readied for its
13th mission, on 25 October 1944. Nose markings include
yellow with white outline name ‘Ding How' and Chinese
characters, white hull number and three bombing and
cight Hump missions, mission 12 having yet to be chalked
up.

Page 26 above : Neat echelon formation by B-25Hs of the st
Air Commando Group over Burma, led by 43-380, Each
aircraft has a plane in group nose number: 380 was *1* and
43-4271 was 0" (also named *Dolly’).

Below: Douglas A-20G-D0 Havoe, 43-1815, of the Sgth BS,
3rd BG, sth AF. The squadron was identified by the colour
of the tail tip and the skeletal figure on the rear fuselage
reflected the group nickname—'The Grim Reapers’.

Page 27 above: North American B-25]-NC, 44-302085, of the
430th BS, y2nd BG, 13th AF, Unusual in marking a second
um! number on its B-zss, the group did not du(msnlsh

by different tail tip colours, all k .
bnn[ red.

Below: A typical wtll-dccm-lttd A-20G: *H' of the jiath
BG, with white skall and king on the

group
nose tip and bomb log, white group tail stripe and
squadron playing-card symbol on rear fuselage. (J. H.
Hill)

Page 28: Bocing B-29 Superfortress of the so5th BG, 313th
BW, North Field, Tinian, 1945. Shown with rear fuselage
formation leader stripes, this machine has the nose
marking style common in the 313th Wing, albeit incom-
plete.

Selected il markings, B-24 Liberator, sth AF: (1) and
(shown), 19th (white), 33rd (yellow) and 4oSth BS (green),
2and BG. (2) 31gth (shown), 320th (blue), 3215t (green) and
qoath BS (black), goth BG. (3) 528th (shown), 529th (red),
s3oth (green) and s31st BS (bluc), 380th BG. 1oth AF: (4,5)
gth, 436th, 492nd and .w:;rd BS, 7th BG. Squadrons
identified by area covered by wo les are

tail markings, B-2g Superfortress. s8th BIV: (1)
asth (red), 44th (yellow), 45th (shown) and 3g95th BS (black),
qoth BG. (2) g9and (white), 793rd (shown), 7y4th
(red/yellow) and 795th BS (vellow), 468th BG. (3) 3130k
Wing: (4) bth BG. (5) gth BG. (6) s04th BG.

Selected tail markings, B-25 Mitchell. sth AF: (1) 498th,
499th, sooth and sorst BS, 34sth BG. Typical late
markings shown. 70k AF: (2) g7th, 48th, 396th and S20th BS,
418t BG. No distinguishing markings, aircraft overpainted
olive drab and neutral grey. A-20 Havoe, seh AF: (1) 386th
(shown), 387th (diamond), 388th (heart) and jg8th BS
(spade), 312th BG. (2) é72nd (red), b73rd (vellow), b4th
(white) and 675th BS (shown), y17th BG.

Page 30 above: Consolidated B-24]-170-CO Liberator, 44-
40686, of the 867th BS, 494th BG, 7th AF, February 1g45.
With rypical black group markings, this aircraft carried
names adjacent to crew stations and a ‘Pacific type' mil
turret with powered guns replaced by hand-held weapons.
Below: Another 867th BS aireraft, 44-40b47, ‘Lady Kaye',en
route to Mindanao on 24 February 1945.

Page 31 above: B-ag M43 of the 1gth BG with scrial
partially obscured by the mil symbal, the codes ‘K', 'M',
0" and ‘P* being masked off when the black square was
applied to aircraft of the 314th Wing. Code and 1D letter
were repeated on outer engine cowlings; single fin letter
A" was probahly a flight d.ﬂ!lmﬂ.

Below: Bul were 1 items of equip in
the USAAF campaign in the Pacific; shown is a typical
example rigged with a mechanically operated ‘dozer
blade.

Page 32:(1) USAAF bomber crewman, 1944-45, wearing the
AN-H-16 flying helmet, the lightweight AN-5S-31 summer
flying suit with Army Air Forces shoulder patch, and full
parachute and lifevest harness, The parachutes worn by
some members of the bomber crew were of the chest type,
elipping to D-rings on the harness. Others, such as this
crewman, wore back-packs with a rip-handle on the lefi
chest strap. He wears standard army boots and a pistol
belt with water canteen.

(2) Armourer, circa 1943, engaged in arming the .50 cal.
guns of a bomber on an island airstrip. He wears the

shown. 13th AF: (6) 370th, 37181, nmd and 424th BS, jo7th
BG. Typical presentation; other known colours were red
and yellow. 14th AF: (7) 373rd BS, 308th BG. (8) 374th BS,
3o8th BG. (9) 375th BS, 308th BG. (10) 425th BS, 308th BG.

Page 29: Boeing B-29A-40-BN Superfortress, 44-61639, of
the 768th BS, 462nd BG, s8th BW, Tinian, 1945. The
aircraft retains the red rudder used by the unit in the CBI
and also the I call letter and squadron in group number
on the outer engine cowlings; the group emblem appeared
only on the starboard side.
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faded olive drab ‘baseball cap’ and fatigue
slacks of the same shade, with T-shirt and standard issue
boots. Sidearms, first aid kit and water canteens were not
unusual accessories at this stage of the war, when airstrips
were not far from front lines.

(3) USAAF Bnpdle‘-Gmml in mfrxmnl Pnnﬁc service
dress. The ligh it ‘chino’ cap’
bears the rank star and the gold plpmgofscncmi officers’
rank. The shirt bears ranking on the collar points, and a
2oth AF patch on the left shoulder ; the only other insignia
is the silver pilot's ‘wings’ brevet.




L NORTH AMERICAN B-25C-NA MITCHELL, 405th BS, 38th BG




DOUGLAS A-20G-DO HAVOC, 89th BS, 3rd BG




NORTH AMERICAN B-25J-NC, 430th BS, 42nd BG
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CONSOLIDATED B-24J-170-CO LIBERATOR, B67th BS, 494th BG




n



32



Atru island was reconquered and, after airfields were
built, the reoccupation of Kiska was planned, but the
islind was evacuated by the Japanese about two w
before US forces landed and occupied the island on 13
August 1943. Soon after this, the 215t and 36th Sqns., both
equipped with Liberators, and the 73rd and 4o6th with
Mitchells, were withdrawn.

Most of the operations flown were by an average of six or
eight aircraft or, on a good day, perhaps a dozen L hcmur-.
and Mitchells went looking for e 4
encampment areas on the Aleutian Islands. Later, there
were targets in the Kuriles, the chain of islands w
extend from the “til’ of the Alcutians to Japan. Apart from
enemy fighters which opposed the artacks, the weather
often proved troublesome; in these extreme northern
latitudes, fog and rainstorms often clamped down for days
on end. Berween the storms and fog, the bombers flew
whatever missions they could,

/ the reduction of strength of the 1ith AF, the
g squadrons (the 77th with Mitchells and 4o4th
with Liberators) continued attacking the Japanese Kuriles
until the end of the war. On 11 September 1943, seven
Liberators and twelve Mitchells amtacked Paramushiro.
During a prolonged air battle over the target, three
bombers were lost and seven others forced-landed in
Russian territory. This raid, at heavy cost, was the last

Impressive view of the agth BG's corner of North
Guam, showing how the Superforts were crammed
these island airfields. In the foreground are three of their
vital ground support vehicles: left to right a GMC cab over
engine prime mover, a fuel tanker ona GMC 24-ton chassis
and a Dodge weapons carrier.

Photographs of B-29s of the 330th {.rruup 3|.|ll| Wing, are
comparatively rare. Here K12, with APQu3 radar
between the bomb bays, is seen from a sister aircrafr.




A belly landing for P55 of the 3g9th BG. Much heavy lifting
equipment was needed to move a damaged B-2g, as
evidenced by the cranes in the background.

until February 1944, when the 4o4th Sqn. once more sent
six Liberators against the Kuriles.

By the end of the war, 11th AF bombers were
undertaking long over-water flights in a dreary succession
of missions in some of the worst flying conditions ever
known. But the small air force had, by its efforts, tied down
Japanese forces that could have been used elsewhere in the
Pacific. It guarded the Allies' northern flanks against any
further Japanese excursions and also helped keep open the
route by which lend-lease aircraft were supplied to the
Russians.

Central Pacific:
7th Air Force

After the Battle of Midway and the loss of Gen. Tinker,
command of the 7th AF was eventually taken over by
Maj.-Gen. Willis Hale. Following the utter defeat of the
Japanese Navy at Midway, the role of the 7th became, for
many months, that of a guard against any further ¥

Solomon Istands campaign. To replace them, the 3o7th
BG came to the 7th AF, equipped with Liberators. This
group made long over-water flights to attack Wake Island
on 22 December 1942 and again in January 1943, the
bombers staging through Midway Island to refuel. In
February 1943 the 307th was also sent to the South Pacific,
where, with the sth Group, it formed the heavy bomber
clement of the 13th AF,

Anather new Liberator group, the joth, was sent out
from the mainland to join the 7th AF in October 1943, 1o
rc'pl:scc lhc 3o7th BG, wh he 1ith Group left its
and was shipped back w
e it was remanned and re-
equipped with B-:.| Liberators, now coming from the
factories in increasingly large numbers.

The 11th and 3oth Groups were thus ready for their pant
in the US Navy's drive in the Central Pacific. Many raids
were carried out on the Japanesc-occupied Gilbert Islands,
before US Marines took Tarawa, the principal atoll, in a
bloody three-day battle in November 1943,

The two ator groups then moved to the Gilberts,
where they were joined by the 4151 BG, equipped with
B-255. The 415t"s mission was to attack bypassed Japanese-
held islands, enemy shipping, and airfields in the Marshall
Islands. Most of these strikes were at low level, and good
use was made of the 75mm cannon with which the gist
Group's B-25G and H models were equipped. The two
Liberator groups also struck at targets linked with the
I'nnhmmmg landing operations on Kwajalein Island.
ition to these missi varied widely; on

o attack Hawaii. Is bnmb\,n. nngul far and wud:.
scouring the Pacific for | and sut

The 7th sent its f‘nnmw-«{mppcd sthand rith Bomb
Groups to the South Pacific, where they took part in the
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wmc occasions the bombers were met over the target by a
swarm of fighters, which delivered vicious attacks and
pursued them for over an hour into the return flight, most
targets being beyond American fighter escort range. Flak




was occasionally heavy and well aimed, and crews who
were forced to ditch faced long periods in flimsy rubber
dinghies under the blazing Pacific sun, often
infested with sharks. For these reasons an effi
search and rescue service was established, and U
and Army amphibians, PBY Catalinas known as
boes’, were used for rescuc missions,

Crews could never be sure uh.u opposition they m:gh\
meet; at times Jaf € Was Unac
weak, being manifested in a few desultory bursts of AA
fire. It should be remembered that many of these raids
were often carried out in squadron strength only, and an
attack by ten or fifteen fighters on a squadron of bombers
was likely to result in a pitched battle —the air war in the
Central Pacific never reached anything like the proportions
of the European theatre, where it was common for several
hundred aircraft to attack a single target.

After the Marshalls had been secured, the next phase
was a series of raids on the Carolines, where the |

Dum-

Men at work: a B-2g bombardier bends over his sight in
front of the instrument panel and control wheel of the
*Airplane Commander’. Of interest is the bombardier's
steel hrlmcl ~which appears to be of standard infantry

base ar Truk was located. The 3oth Group first attacked
this important naval base with twenty-two aircraft on the
night of 15 March 1944, and the run to Truk was 10
become very familiar to Liberator crews in that spring.

The pattern was repeated in the Marianas with the first
strikes against Saipan and Tinian on 17 April by five
Liberators of the 3oth Group. Taking off from Eniwetok,
the bomt faced a four -and-a-half-h flight,
practically all of it over water and this first operation was to
test the feasibility of such attacks, to take photographs, and
bomb any worthwhile targets. Photographic coverage of
many of these islands was of urmost importance o US
intelligence. Most of the Japanese-mandated islands in the
Pacific had been closed to Western nationals for years
before the war, and little was known about their defences,
airficlds, or naval installations.

Eventually US forces moved into the Marianas and
landed on Saipan, Tinian, Guam and other islands,
beginning on 15 June 1944, These islands were seized as
part of a broader strategy —they were within B-29 Super-
fortress range of Japan proper,

The pattern of island invasion was much the same
everywhere: first would come the attacks by long-range
bombers, then an amphibious assault covered by carrier-
based aircraft. As soon as possible, often within hours
rather than days, airfield construction battalions would
move in to enlarge existing Japanese airficlds or build new
airstrips, and within a few weeks Allied aircraft would be
operating from the newly won island. Attacks would then
be mounted against the Japancse left on the island, or on
other nearby islands, but soon air strikes would be made on
the next island due for invasion, and so on.

By February 194 as Iwo Jima, half-way to Japan.
Before ‘D-Day’ on 19 February, Iwo Jima was subjected to
a rain of destruction from the air, by both HE and fire
bombs. During one raid by the 3oth Group's Bigth Sqn.,
oil drums filled with napalm were dropped on enemy troop
positions,

pattern, hanging ly above his left shoulder.

Far away from Iwo Jima, only 6oo miles from the
equator and 400 miles cast of the Philippine Islands,
Japanese forces based in the Palaus were a threar ro the
flank of Gen. MacArthur's drive into the Philippines, and
in September 1044 the Palaus were occupied by US
Marines. To a newly completed airstrip on Angaur Island
came a new bomber group, the 494th. Equipped with
shiny natural metal-finish Liberators, the go4th arrived on
24 October and carried out its first operation within three
days. Known as ‘Kelly’s Cobras' after it , Col.
Laurence B. Kelly, this group had the dual distinction of
being the last B-24 unit to be sent overseas from the USA
and of not losing any aircraft 1o the enemy during its first
5,000 hours of combar flying. From Angaur, the 4o4th
attacked targets in the Philippines, including bridges,
radio stations and supply dumps. On Christmas Eve 1944,

r 13 of the 3"1 Photo Squadron on Guam during 1945.
The letter °F* on the fin and nose of the aireraft denoted the
unit, which cnrrll:d out all photo work over Japan for the
Marianas-based B-29 bomber groups,
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Clark Field, once a US Army airfield, but now used by the
Japanese, was attacked for the first time. There followed
many raids on airfields, all designed to eliminate Japanese
airpower. In this first strike on Clark, about eighty
Japanese fighters rose to intercept. Escort over the target
was provided by sth AF Lightnings. Although part of the
7th AF, the 4gqth continued this pattern of attacks on
Philippine targets until June 1945, when it moved to
Okinawa. This island, the last on the long road to Japan,
was invaded on 1 April 1945. The initial landings were
lightly opposed, but later fierce opposition developed.
de aircraft caused heavy losses when they dived onto
US Navy shipping, but by the end of June organized
resistance had ceased

The 7th AF was then brought under the command of
Gen, Kenney's Far East Air Force and moved from Iwo
Jima to Okinawa, alongside the sth AF. The 4g4th Group
came up to Yontan airfield from Angauwr, alongside the
11th Group. The 3oth was returned to Hawaii to re-equip
and train replacement FEAF Liberator crews, while the
Mitchells of the 415t Group were moved to Okinawa aftera
spell in Hawaii, where crews had trained in the use of
rockers. Japan was now well within the range of Mitchells
flying from Okinawa and Maj. N. V. Woods, leader of the
first 7th AF Mitchell raid on Kyushu, was reminded by a
ground crewman that: “The last man to lead B-23s over
Japan made licutenant-general.” This was a reference to
Gen. Doolittle, then setting up the headquarters of a *new’
Bth AF on Okinawa

The Mitchells” target, Chiran airfield on Kyushu, was
clouded in, and the mediums circled for fifteen minutes
before finding a break in the clouds. After diving and

leasing their load of fi ton bombs, they made
full speed for Okinawa. The anxious ground crews were
told that the raid had been ‘a pushover' —a great
anticlimax. But the war from Okinawa was vastly different
to all the hard slogging up through the other islands. The
heavies of the 7th joined those of the sth in raids on Japan
proper and instead of squadrons, aircraft went out in group
strenggth, as, with the end of the European war, there was an
abundance of aircraft, spares, and other supplies.

In the ranks of the 7th AF, this new situation was
brought home in several ways. In one unit, a first sergeant
told his men they had better start saluring officers, and in
another, an order was posted ||:>m|' ing that ‘Chin
whiskers [beards] will be removed.” The nl:i timers” of
Tarawa and Kwajalein stated that whereas before only two
generals and a few colonels had run the Pacific air war, now
several dozen were needed. An era had ended.

In the last few weeks before the atomic strikes on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the combined bomber units of
the sth and 7th Air Forces ranged over Japan and the
Chinese ('.ms(, attacking shipping, port facilities and
airfields. Two days before the dropping of the atomic
bomb on Hiroshima, FEAF pilots reported Japanese
civilians waving white flags from fields and villages at US
aircraft. The war had all bur ended.
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Nemesis:
20th Air Force

The 2oth AF differed in many ways from the organizations
previously described, as it was formed for the specific task
of taking a new and untried bomber, the Bocing B-29
Superfortress, into battle over Japan. The 2oth remained
under the direct contral of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in
Washington, but in practice, command was exercised by
Gen. H. H. Arnold through two bomber commands, the
zoth {India and China) and 215t (Marianas Islands).
The other air forces covered so far were responsible to
the commander of the theatre of operations in which they
operated. Most of their targets were of a tactical nature,
and their uprr.uum:] directives reflected the need to assist
other land of sea operations. However, the zoth AF was
intended from the outset as a strategic organization which
would move as directed from Washington against Japan's

Men at work:

the co-pilot of a B-2g seen from the
navigator's position, with the control wheel just visible,
er is wearing the standard Gl lifebelt and is

ing a snack’—note the discarded paper cups in the
central aisle.



industry, rather than her armed forces. The 20th was
activated in Washington in April 1944, by which time one
combat wing of four Superfortress groups was on its way to
India.

This move was not without its difficulties; the B-29 had
been rushed into overseas deployment when a few more
months of training and development would have been
invaluable. The Superfortress was onc of the largest
ircraft then on operational status in any air force, and it
had several novel features, including fully pressurized
crew cabins and remote-controlled gun turrets. By early
1944 the only part of Allied territgay that was within
Superfortress range of Japan was Allied-controlled China.
Even here, the fact that all supplies to Chinese hasr_-i had 1o
be air-lifted over the Hump proved exceedi troubl,

Rarely plmm;raphcd because of the lpocull radar equip-

ment they carried, B-2gs of the jisth Wing carried a

diamond device, m this case enclosing the letter ‘B' 1o

denote the 16th Bomb Group. Although lacking gun

turrets, the machine retains tail defence and wil-warning

rldnr‘ the !phtﬂtﬂl housing !’ur whwh can just be
below the rear

airfields, where several had landed with assorted mechani-
cal roubles.

The next Superfortress raid was the long-awaited first
strike on Japan. The bombers staged through the Chinese
bases to attack the steel works at Yawarta, although the
Indian bases were barely completed in time and the

d d bases in China had been built by an army of

some. Special transport units were allocated to deal with

pc:ﬁanl labourers, In the absence of airfield construction

this problem, and some B-2q b were modified to act
as tankers as well.

The plan envisaged thar the aircraft would be based in
India, and would stage through airfields in the Cheng-tu
region of China on their raids over Japan. The bombers
flew out to India via North Africa between March and
June 1944. Four groups, the 4oth, 444th, 462nd and 468th,
formed the 58th Wing, which was in turn under the control
of the zoth Bomber Command, which was located at
Kharagpur, India. Engine failures and operational prob-
lems such as take-off crashes with heavily loaded aircraft
were all troubles which had 1o be solved.

The zoth BC flew its first combat mission on 5 June
’M igamu Bangkok ; ninety-cight aircraft ook off from

ndian bases, one crashing shortly aftcr take-off and

ys were laid by hand, the Chinese using
picks and’ r-hm':ll. and thousands of wheelbarrows brought
from their family plots. Operating from these forward
bases, which were able to provide only the most basic
needs of a bomber unit, was to be a most difficult problem
in the coming months. Added to this were the inevitable
shortages caused by having to airlift all kinds of supplics,
tools, spare parts and every drop of petrol over the
Himalayas.

Each B-2q left its Bengal airfield with a full load of
ammunition and bombs, and required only fuel from the
Chinese staging airficld. Two heavily loaded take-offs per
sortie proved taxing on both men and mncium:rv engine
wear being a great p on CBI-based Super

The Yawartta raid was scheduled for 15 jnnc 1044, o

mmr_&-s:\'cﬂ bombed the railway yard at Bangkok, the
primary target. Five aircraft were lost, and it took several
days to round up stray bombers from various diversionary

ide with the landings on Saipan, it being hoped that
the appearance of US bombers over the home islands
would divert Japanese forces from the Marianas. Of the
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sixty-eight Superfortresses dispatched, forty-seven ac-
tually bombed the steel works in a night raid. Results were
difficult to evaluate because of haze and smoke, but the raid
was hailed as a milestone in America as the first raid on
Japan since Doolittle’s gallant effort in April 1942.

This raid had set the pattern for CBI-based Superfor-
tress raids. Other targets attacked from China during the
latter part of 1944 and early 1945 included Sasebo and
Omura in Japan, Hankow and Anshan in Cl Palem-
bang, in Sumatra, was attacked on 10 August by Superfor-
tresses staging through an airfield in Ceylon,

On 29 Auvgust Gen, Cortis E. LeMay assumed
command of the 20th BC, replacing Gen. K. B. Wolfe,
who had brought the command to India after oversecing
the testing and development of the entire B-29 project. On
5 November, Superfortres: from India attacked the
naval dockyards at Singapore. Primary target was the King
George VI Graving Dock, which was hit by at least two
1,000lb bombs, causing it to flood. Bombing from a height
of z00c0ft, this attack was a landmark in 20th BC
operati Another outstandi ion was the in-
cendiary r.ml on Hankow on 18 D:u:ml‘ur in which

Men at work: B-2g ground crew probe th
Superfort’s starboard engines while a refuelling crew wp
up the tanks. The vehicle in the foreground is the
ubiquitous GMC 2l-ton tanker.

ground crews lined the runways to watch the giant
bombers lift off.
|n'|'JanmJ|’!si Dotty' was Brig.-Gen. ‘Rosy’ O'Donnell,

riverside dock and warchouse facilities were badly
damaged in a crippling artack on the ] Army
supply base,

However, ev ewhere had overtaken the CBI-

based zoth BC. The invasion of Saipan, Guam and Tinian
in the Marianas had provided Allied-held territory from
which Superfortress attacks could be d. M

C g General of the 73rd Wing, whilst in the
right-hand nr co-pilot’s seat sat Maj. Robert K. Morgan,
better known as the one-time pilot of the 8th AF's famous
B-17F ‘Memphis Belle'. The 20th AF had a number of
:urrn:n throughout its organization with experience of
with other air forces.

they were much closer to the U than the CBI, and thcr:
would be no need for an effort-sapping Hump supply

ion. Accordingly, the next Superfortress wing due
for overseas movement, the 73rd, was diverted to Saipan,

An enormous :urht]d CONSITUCTION Programme was
initiated, and existing _]:Ap-mﬁc airstrips were rapidly
enlarged. At least two giant runways were to be built at
each airfield, along with hardstands, servicing areas and
headquarters buildings.

The incoming personnel from the four bomb groups
lived in rents until they could build their own living
quarters. By 28 October, the new 215t BC sent the first of
its B-zgs on one of several shakedown missions against
Japanese istands. General Hansell, the 21st’s commander,
had intended to fly on the operation, but his aircraft was
one of the four to abort. By the end of ember, the
73rd’s four groups, the 4o7th, 498th, 4ooth and scoth,
were in position on Isley Field; they were all based at one
airfield, setting a pattern for all future Very Heavy Bomber
Groups, as B-2g units were designated.

On 24 November, the Marianas-based Superforiresses
attacked the Musashino aero-engine plant near Tokyo, in
the first attack on Japan from the Marianas. B-2gs from all
four groups of the 73rd Wing took part, 111 machines
being led by ‘Dauntless Dotty" of the 4g7th Group. Bad
weather had forced art least two postponements of the
mi
soldiers, marines, airfield construction workers and
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n, but when at last it was dispatched, an army of

Th:rc were seventeen aborts, and only rwenty-four
aircraft unloaded on the primary target, another sixty-four
dropping their bombs on dock and urban arcas. Bur
although the first B-2q operation from the Marianas could
hardly be termed a success, it set the pattern for the first
three months of operations by the 215t BC. By the first
week of March 1945, Musashino had been hit eight times,

Men at work: bomb casings were unloaded from trucks

onto small trollies for the fins to be fitted prior to being
pushed under the bomb bay and hoisted up into the racks.
This type of trackage was not ‘GI" and was a good example
of the improvisation in which ground crews indulged.



and still stood. Every possible difficulty had been
encountered, varying from high winds at the altitudes at
which the bombers flew 1o undercast that made visual
bombing very difficult. The tactics used were those which
had proved so successful elsewhere —high-altitude, close-
formation daylight bombing. Other targets which had
been artacked during this period included Nagoya, Akashi
and Kobe.

In January 1945, Gen. Arnold had reshuffled his zoth
AF commanders. General LeMay came from the 2oth BC
in China to the Marianas to take over the 2ist BC, while
Hansell returned to the USA to head an expanded B-2q
training organization. Brigadier-General Roger Ramey
went from the 2ist BC to the CBI 1o become the
Commanding General of the 20th BC.

A second wing of Superfortress groups had arrived in
the Marianas by this time and had begun operations in
February 1945, This was the 313th Wing, also with four
groups; the 6th, gth, so4th and sosth. This wing was
based on Tinian Island, adjacent o Saipan, and, like the
73rd Wing, {K.u][!lLd one i.lrgc airfield.

On d, LeMay | veral more
high-altitude l'nrnumm attacks, with varying results. A
programme of lead crew training, similar to that used in
the CBI, was then started and ditching drills and air-sea
rescue procedures, the cause of a number of personnel
losses, were tightened up.

r

Formosa, on 26 \hn 1945.
stricken Mitchell are p
by the aircraft from which this phntogmph was taken. No,
192 crashed a few seconds later, killing the pilot, L.
Robert Kanuf, and all four other crew members. With
aircraft rigged as strafers by the fitment of extra nose guns.
the 345th Group conducted numerous missions at ultra
low level; there was little chance for the crew iff their
aircraft ok a vital hit.

Lying half-way between Saipan and Japan, Iwo Jima
became a haven for damaged Superfortresses. Eventually,
a complete service organization was e shed on the
island, along with fighter groups to escort the Superfor-
tresses over their targets.

Meanwhile, at Arnold’s request, LeMay dispatched
several incendiary raids against Japanese cities. Results
indicated that such strikes resulted in greater destruction
than normal high-explosive loads. After carefully weighing
the arguments for and against, a plan was devised to fire
bomb the major Japanese cities from an altitude of
10,000ft, instead of the usual 20 to 30,000ft. LeMay was of
the opinion that the Japanese had no viable defence against
night artack, and an experimental nocturnal raid was
scheduled. One of the advantages of bombing from lower
down was that there would be no petrol-consuming close-
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formation flights, and more fuel would be saved because
there would be no need to climb to a great altitude.
Furthermore, in this initial raid, it was decided to save
weight by leaving out the ammunition for the guns of the
bombers, which resulted in a big increase in bomb load, an
average of about six tons per Superfortress,

Briefing for the mission planned for the night of g—10
March 1945 was a ic affair; the i ions were
heard in stunned silence by the majority of crews. The
entire dmnnu and theory arnund which the Superfortress

ived was being ded, based as it was on
th: established concept of d:vl:sln formation precision
bombing of specific targets.

Much of the reason for this radical departure from
accepted practice lay in the nature of the targets. Tokyo,
for example, was crammed with small industries, many of
them modest family businesses, all feeding the Japanese
war machine and located in the heart of the teeming city
centre. The structure of these buildings was such that they
were far more vulnerable to fire than any comparable
Western city. A few airmen conceded that the precision
attacks of the Superforts so far made on Japancse industry
were somewhat disappointing, and realized that LeMay's
bold plan was an attempt to get the campaign back on the
rails. Grudgingly, they decided that it might work. Most
pilots expressed worry over the possibility of collisions and
thoroughly briefed their gunners, who, without weapons,
were to act as ‘scanners’, to maintain an alert lookout for
other bombers. Other airmen doubted the wisdom of
carrying no weapons —if the Japanese did possess a night-
fighter force, the 205t BC could lose many aircraft. The
comparatively low altitude over the target concerned
others, and they felt that the Japanese flak would cause
many losses. LeMay, however, was a veteran of the
European theatre and had personally led many attacks on
some of the roughest targets in north-west Europe. He
considered Japanese flak far less dangerous than the
German variety. In the end, it was LeMay's personal
decision to launch the raid, I it failed, the losses could be

More of Al Merkling's handiwork on the nose of a zoth
CMS F=y, the cleverly composed ' American Beaury'.

target run. Before long, the many conflagrations fused
together to form a huge fire storm, which swept unchecked
through the city. Destruction was enormous, and over
sixteen square miles of the Japanese capital was devastared,
Violent thermal updraughts threw some of the Go-ton
‘bombers thousands of feet in the air; crews were choked by
smoke and acrid fumes which entered the cabins, and the
airmen were forced to use their oxygen masks, although
the flight was below oxygen height.

On the ground, horror piled on horror as the fire storm,
previously seen only in Hamburg and Dresden, swept over
the city. Many listed targets were in the burned-out area,
and Japanese accounts listed 83,000 dead and ar least
40,000 injured. The US losses were fourteen aircraft, but
five crews were picked up by air-sea rescue units.

On their return, crews were elated at the success of the
raid, and airmen left off the roster for the first one
clamoured to go on the next, which was not long in coming.
On 11 March, less than twenty-nine hours after the last
B-2g had returned from Tokyo, the first of 313 aircraft
began 1o take off for Nagoya.

A force of 285 Superfortresses reached Nagoya and

&

very heavy, and his career as a bomber ¢ der would
be over.

A maximum effort was ordered for the operation,
involving 334 aircraft, a record number at that time. Apart
from the 73rd and 313th Wings, the newly arrived 314th
Wing provided some aircraft from its 1gth and 2gth Bomb
Groups. Two other groups, the 39th and 330th, were not
yet ready for operations.

Aircraft of the 314th Wing took off first at 1735hrs on g
March. They were some forty minutes earlier than the
Saipan- and Tinian-based 73rd and 313th Wings because
the 314th’s base at Guam was farther from Japan than
Saipan or Tinian. Nearly three hours were required to get
the whole force airborne. The first bomb actually fell on
Tokyo shortly after midnight, and within a few minutes
the fires raged out of control. The raid was highly

1,as the interval in most bombers were
set to release the incendiary clusters every soft on the

d its Ji over a part of the city which
mduded several aircraft plants, but the attack did not
repeat the vast dévastation seen two nights before in
Tokyo. As well as being a more modern city with fire
breaks in the streets, Nagoya had a more efficient fire
department, and there was a lack of surface wind to spread
the fires, factors which combined to limit the damage toa
total of slightly over two square miles. Even so, to the
cmxens of Nagoya, lh: .m.al must have been a shartering

p A US P d wood smoke 150
miles offshore, By the late afternoon of 13 March, 301
bombers had been again readied for take-off, their target
this time being Osaka. As a precaution on the Nagoya raid,
each bomber had carried 200 rounds of ammunition for the
tail guns, as it was thought that the Japanese would have
stepped up their defences after finding that B-2gs that had
crashed after the Tokyo raid had been unarmed. For the
Osaka strike, the aircraft flying in the lowest height band
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A latecomer to the Pacific war was <|l= B-32 Dominator,
developed as an insurance against ailure of the B-2q.
Several engineering problems dnln)cd the type’s combat
debut and only one unit, the 386th BS of the jrath BG,
formerly equipped with A-20 Havoes, received Dom-
inators before V] Day. In this photograph, 42-108529,
named ‘The Lady is Fresh', stands at Florida Blanca
airfield in the Philippines. One of the first B-3as 1o arrive in
the area, the machine flew several missions before an
engine fire grounded it. Shortage of parts kept the ‘lady’ on
the ground until V] Day and she arrived on Okinawa on 20
August.

also had ammunition for their two lower turrets, as there
may have been an opportunity to knock out searchlights in
the target area. The 274 Superfortresses which got over the
target bombed by radar through cloud and burned out
over eight square miles of the city. The chief commercial
district and 1 1g major war factories were utterly destroyed.

On the night of 16-17 March, 307 Superfortresses
dumped over 2,300 tons of fire bombs into Kobe, one of
Japan's most important ports and transport centres. The
attack lasted only 128 minutes, and almost three square
miles of the city were left in ruins. Although the staff of the
215t BC considered that the artack was not as damaging to
the city as they hoped, many industrial targes, including a
shipyard, were badly hit.

The fifth and last attack in this series was a second fire
raid on Nagoya. Launched on the night of 19 March, one-
third of the aircraft carried two soolb HE bombs w
disrupt the fire services of the target city —by now,
practically all stocks of incendiaries in the Marianas were
becoming exhausted. Of the force of 313 dispatched, 290
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Superfortresses burned out three square miles of the city,
and several important targets, amongst them Nagova
arsenal, the rail vards, and an acro-engine factory, were
destroyed.

In ten days, the 215t BC had disparched 1,505 aircraft
against Japan, and had dropped over g,000 tons of bombs,
practically all of them i diaries. Four of Japan's major
citics were left with huge areas of fire-blackened dev-
astation. The Superfortresses had won a major victory
and the March ‘fire-blitz’ had succeeded in a manner
which could hardly have been foreseen when such raids
had been plann:d Some of LeMay % had flown on
all five missions, and all aircrews were tired. Ground crews
had been involved in hours of almost non-stop work and
were exhausted.

However, after a short rest, the Superfortresses were out
in force after different targets. The 215t BC was called
upon to support the Okinawa campaign, with the landing
due on 1 April 1945.

From 29 March, B-2gs attacked airficlds in Kyushu, the
southernmost island of Japan proper, airfields from which
the Japanese launched many attacks against the US fleet off
Okinawa. As the threat from Kamikaze attacks increased,
so the B-29s of the Mari based 2151 BC i d their
attacks on the airfields in southern Japan. By mid-May,
however, US airfields on Okinawa were handling enough
aircraft to release the Superfortresses from their airficld
strike task.

At the same time as :hc :urﬁc]d :u:du on Kyushu were
! hed, the 1 d the first of many sea
mining sortics, which had been in the planning stage for
several months. LeMay delegated the task to Brig.-Gen.




John H. Davis of the 313th Wing, the first mission being
flown on the night of 27-28 March by 105 Superfortresses.
Each bomber carried a six-ton load of 1,000 and 2,c00lb
mines, which were released by parachute at heights of
5,000 to 8,c00ft, using standard AN/APQ-13 radar. Some
flak was encountered from enemy shipping in the target
area, the Shimonoscki Strait, and three B-2gs were lost.
Many further mining operations were flown by the 313th
Wing, which proved to be a most effective method of
destrn)ms ]:pancse shlppulg By the end of the war, in

with perations of the US Navy,
practically all Japanese shipping activity had been
strangled. Eventually the mining task fell to the s04th BG
of the 313th Wing, which, except for a short period of
twelve days in July 1045, successfully completed the
B-29s anti-shipping activities nnglc-handcd

Following the raids on airficlds m support of the
Okinawa operations and the i of the mining
campaign, the Superfortresses returned to the destruction
of cities. Stocks of incendiary bombs were built up after
the March blitz; and the command launched a series of
strikes on the major Japanese cities beginning in April
1945. This included daylight precision attacks, daylight
urban area incendiary attacks and night area attacks on the
March pattern. Parts of the major cities which had
remained undamaged in earlier raids were bombed, and
the aiming points were moved around to eliminate whole
areas of commerce and industry.

In mid-June, a series of attacks was begun against
smaller Japanese cities (those with populations of 100,000
to 200,000), following the established pattern of fire raids
at night. One combat wing of Superfortresses artacked
cach city, and on most occasions four cities were bombed
on the same night.

By early May 1945, the operations of the zoth BC in
India and China had been closed down, and the entire 58th
Wing, with its four bomb groups, the 4oth, 444th, 462nd
and 468th, was moved to a newly built airfield on Tinian.

7 (Eagle) radar, which could seek out small, specific
targets. ‘Training of the four groups of the 315th had
emphasized precision night atacks by radar instead of
formation flying and visual bombing.

The 315th Wing was allocated the task of destroying the
Japanese oil industry, and flew all its missions against such
targets. After a few initial shakedown strikes against
Japanese-held islands, the wing flew its first mission
against a Japanese oil refinery on 26 June and by 14 August
(V] Day) it had flown fificen missions against ten oil
refineries, losing only four Superfortresses. Over 1,200
sorties were dispatched in these attacks and very heavy
bomb loads, up to ten tons per aircraft, were carried.

In May 1945 another unit, known as the so9th
Composite Group, came to Tinian, with only one
Superfortress squadron instead of the usual llm:: pc:r
group and, 1y, a C-54 Sk q:
transport squadron. It moved into a hardstand area an
Tinian, adjacent to the 313th Wlng. and promptly used its
own tough military police unl[ o bar a number ol’
buildings to non-50qth p 1. No outside |
knew anything of the 509:1., and all its activities were
cloaked in the utmost secrecy.

The unit’s orders were received direct from zath AF
headquarters, and its tactics differed from those of all other
Superfortress groups. These consisted of attacks by small
numbers of B-2gs, each aircraft dropping a single large
bomb on a Japanese city. The bombs were released at a
great height, and the release was followed by a rapid turn
and dive away from the target.

Because of the secrecy surrounding its operations, and
the fact that its aircraft and crews did not take part in the
mass raids flown by the other groups, the sogth inevitably
became the object of some barbed witticisms from other
units on Tinian.

In July 1945 came a number of wholesale organizational
changes to the command structure of the B-2g force. The
215t BC bcc:m: the HQzurh AF, and the Washington-

The 38th Wing flew its first mission from the Marianas on  based was d. General Doolittle
5 May, a raid on Kure. brought a nucleus of his Eumpenmbﬁtd 8th AF w
The 215t BC now consisted of four Superfortress wings, Okinawa to establish a § fortres: on that

the 73rd, 313th, 314th and s8th, each based on its own
airfield. A further wing arrived in the Marianas and began
operations in June 1945. This was the 315th, the fifth and
last B-29 wing, consisting of the 16th, 331st, 5018t and
502nd Bomb Groups, which was based on a second airfield
on Guam. Earlier, the 215t BC had experimented with
night precision attacks on small targets, hut the AMAPQ_—

island, many of his mﬂ'mn—ung from the now defunct 2oth
BC headquarters in India.

The Commander of the US Army Strategic and
Tactical Air Force was Gen. Spaatz, who was to control
2o0th and 8th Air Forces' attacks on Japan. He had had a
similar function in Europe, controlling the UK-based Sth
AF and the Iralian-based 15th AF. The way was now clear

13 radar proved itable for this tech h it
was used for the urban area fire raids. However, the aircraft
used by the 315th Wing were B-29Bs, the fastest version of
the Superfortress. Built by Bell at Atlanta, this model
deleted all defensive armament except the tail guns, which
had a built-in rad lled fire system. R 1 of the
heavy turrets and Central Fire Control (CFC) system of
the carlier Superfortresses saved much weight and in
addition the B-29B had the new high-definition AN/APQ-

for an i of Japan, planned for 1 November 1945,
However, on 6 August came the news that the city of
Hiroshima had been devastated by a single bomb dropped
by an aircraft of the segth Group. The bomb was an
atomic weapon. American scientists had perfected the
bomb under conditions of the greatest secrecy, and a test
weapon had been exploded in the desert at Alamagordo in
New Mexico on 16 July. The crews were briefed to expect
an explosion equivalent to about 10,000 tons of con-
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ventional high explosive, but this estimate was, as later
events showed, much too low.
The first bomb, a uranium weapon, was rea
6 August 1943, and the sogth Composite
ordered drop it on ecither Hiroshima, Kokura or
i. The sogth Group's Superfortress squadron, the
[ fifteen specially prepared aircraft,
and a task force of seven aircraft was briefed to make the
attack.

B-2gJs lined up o ]\\n Jima, 27 June 1945. Each strafer
maodel moun than tweive fixed forward-firi ng
guns, a formidable battery without flexible guns, which
brought the type'’s gun armament to eighteen. When even
this weight of firepower was boosted by eight higl

aircraft rockets, the B-25] was the most heav

aircraft in the US inventory at the end of WWIL

single glazed nose | model in the line, these aircraft are
almost certainly from the 7th Air Forcee's 415t BG and may
have later received OD and grey camouflage in common

Three of these bombers were to fly over the three target
cities, and radio a weather report to the strike aircraft. This
B-2g, captained by Col. Paul W. Tibbetts, carried the
bomb. Two others were to act as trument and

o be positioned on Iwo Jima, in case Tibbetts's
aircraft had to divert there with any
Shortly before the take-off for

d of malfunction.

The *Enola Gay® arrived over Hiroshima, the primary
target, at o815h al'mrn:umpleu. uncventful flight. The
bomb Iml hm.-n armed in flight by Capt. William S

case o take-off crash caused an atomic

rclcnscd at a height of 31,600ft, and
immediately it had left the aircraft, Tibbets pulled his
B-2g into the oft-rehearsed 150-degree turn away fi
target. The bomb was exploded by radar proxi




a height of 1,850ft. A searing flash and enormous explosion
was followed by the familiar h haped
cloud, which reached a height of over 50,000ft, the 1op of it
being visible from the Superfortresses at a distance of 390
miles. The reason for the unusual tactics of the 5ogth was
now apparent. ‘Enela Gay' made an uneventful landing
back on Tinian, to be met by senior staff officers, pressmen
and their cameras.

It was fully d that the J. would
following the first atomic attack. When no such move was
forthcoming, the zoth AF ran a 13jr-aircraft mission
against Tokokawa on 7 August and an incendiary mission
against Yawatta on the 8th. With still no word of surrender
from the Japanese, a second atomic strike was scheduled
for 9 August, using a plutonium bomb, identical to the
weapon tested in the New Mexico desert on 16 July except
for the addition of fins.

The primary target was Kokura and Nagasaki the
secondary; planning for this second strike was similar to
that for the first. Weather reconnaissance aircraft were to
precede the weapon carrier and indicate whether the target
was clear for visual bombing. As on the Hiroshima strike,
the orders specified a visual drop. However, the trouble-free
flight of ‘Enala Gay' was not to be repeated for ‘Bock's
Car', the bomb carrier on the Nagasaki strike. Just before
take-off, it was found that 6oo gallons of much-needed fuel
were trapped in a bomb bay fuel tank by a faulty fuel
pump. On the trip up to Japan, more fuel was used while
fruitlessly circling when a photographic aircraft missed a
rendezvous.

Kokura was covered by cloud, but three runs were made
in case a last-minute break in the cloud cover made a visual
bomb run possible. After the third run, the task force left
for Nagasaki. As that city was also clouded in, a radar run-
in was started, a method of attack decided upon because of
the now urgent fuel situation. However, at the last
moment, the bombardier of ‘Bock's Car’ got a good
sighting of the city, and made a visual drop. Again a huge
mushroom cloud rose above the stricken city.

The pilot of the atomic bomb carricr, Maj. Sweeney,
circled for a short time and then turned for an emergency

A

The B-29's combat carcer began and ended with supply
flights, the latter being to prisoners of war immediately
after the Jn%:nm surrender, With the lettering ‘PW
SUPPLIES® barcly visible under its port wing, ‘Re-
amatroid” also exhibits the last four digits of the serial on
its fin and the identifying markings of the 6th Bomb
Group, which include red cowling panels and fin tip. The
pirate’s head badge of the 6th is carried on the distnctive
flaming comet on the nose.

landing on Okinawa to refuel. Here emergency radio calls
were not heard by the tower and various coloured flares
were shot from ‘Bock's Car’ before those on the ground
realized the aircraft was in trouble. There was very little
fuel left apart from the inaccessible 600 gallons, and the
aircraft only just made a safe landing on Okinawa. After
refuelling it flew back to Tinian the same day.

The second atomic attack convinced the Japanese that
there was no other course open to them except capiru-
lation. After some delay, they accepted the Allied
unconditional surrender terms on 15 August. Between g
and 14 August, however, other conventional attacks were
made by 20th AF's Superfortresses.

After the Japanese surrender, which was broadcast by
Emperor Hirohito, the Superfortresses, along with other
aircraft, flew over Japan and located many prisoner-of-war
camps. These were followed by low-flying formation
flights to parachute food and medical requirements into
the camps.

The surrender stopped many planned operations and
deployments of bomber units. The *new’ 8th AF did not
fly a bomber operation, although it lled some fighter

ions by groups d to it from the 7th AF. The
redeployment of the 8th's bomber groups from England
had barely started. The first 8th AF bomber wing
headquarters, the 316th Wing, had arrived on Okinawa,
and was in process of setting up its organization. Aircraft of
two of the wing's component groups, the 346th and 383rd,
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had started to arrive, but were too late 10 fly combar
missions before V] Day. The two groups did make a few
‘show-of-force’ and reconnaissance sorties just after 15
August, however.

In the sth AF, the 319th Group, equipped with A-26
Invaders, had arrived on Okinawa and had just become
operational. This group had flown B-26 Marauders and
B-25 Mitchells in combat in the Mediterranean, and was the
first ex-European group to move to the Pacific theatre.

The A-26 had begun to replace the A-20 Havoc in the
5th AF; the 3rd Group was converted to the new attack
bomber by V] Day, and the 417th would have followed
suit if the war had continued.

A planned re-equipment of the 312th BG from A-z0
Havoes to B-32 Dominators had just begun, and the later

A qmm of A-zb Invaders of the 3igth BG, with the
retaining the white numerals on black
mrhwufdnmmtmuu.w ere the group had
previo bmbmd.Mangmtth:grdBG the;lg:h
;‘tpaﬂed wvaders in the Pacific during the closing weeks
the war.

had carried out a few raids from Luzon bases, before
moving up to Okinawa. Only the 386th Sqn. had been re-
equipped by V] Day and the B-32 had more than its share |
of teething troubles. Conceived as a back-up design in case
the Superfortress failed, the Dominator reached the sth
AF when Gen, Kenney asked for this type after B-29s were
refused him, Despite its poor engineering record, the
Deminator claimed the last Japanese aircraft shot downby
US bombers, during reconnaissance/show-of-force E!shu
on 17 and 18 August, nﬂerllmjnp:nuemmdu |
was considerable confusion at this time and some Japanese
units did not believe the surrender orders. On the 17th,
one enemy fighter was claimed and two more the following
day; the losses among Dominator crews were one killed
and two seriously wounded.

Superfortresses continued their air drops to PoW camps
until 20 September 1945, by which time the camps had
been reached by ground forces. With this work of mercy
the activities of the US bomber fleets in the Pacific ended,
and the aircraft were either scrapped or flown home. In the
USA many were scrapped, but a large number of B-29s
were ‘cocooned” in plastic against the future requirements
of the USAAF. The war was indeed over.
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