


QUTER SECTIONS OF STAB. REMOVABLE

The Sailplane, weighing five pounds complete with
all batteries, radio and two-wheel gear, performs so
well on a 29 motor that we would not recommend a
motor of larger size. On full speed the ship has a
good climb and a nice rise off the ground, while on
low speed motor timer point it loses a little elevation.
With a larger motor, vibration might well be more
serious, climb too steéep, and low speed motor might
not result in desirable loss of altitude. Leave the
larger, more heavily powered ships to the experts.

The ship was started during the Thanksgiving
holidays in 1947 and completed on Christmas week
after Bob had returned from college in California. Qur
experience with the flight characteristics of the ship
has been all that could be desired. Constructed and
balanced as shown on the plans, it flew without im-
portant adjustment, and the low power prevented
critical performance. Qur grief has been with the
radio where we are very inexperienced. A defective
sensitive relay on the receiver, now corrected, pre-
vented good control at Olathe, but the ship survived
three flights without damage 'when control was lost.

The accompanying drawings show exactly how we
installed the Good Brothers receiver in the Sailplane
fuselage, placing the batteries in the front compart-
ment, back of a removable firewall. The plyon was
moved forward to balance the ship, and a conventional
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two-wheel gear was attached to the fuselage, but not
to the firewall. We used a compromise rudder size,
about half way between the larger area on the early
plans and the smaller area on the last Sailplane kits
sold. The height of the rudder used is seven inches.
The tab is roughly triangular in shape with 134”7 at
the base and 3” at the altitude.

The removable firewall serves several purposes,
chief of which are to offer access to the radio batteries,
and to allow for a rubber gasket (made from inner
tube stock) between the fuselage and firewall to
dampen out motor vibration. Without this rubber
gasket, motor vibration resulted in a flutter in the
rudder tab.

We found it wise to attach the rudder permanently
to the fuselage and to make each side of the elevator
removable for easy transportation. The construction

of the detachable elevator is shown. While the con-
struction is simple, it must be done accurately and
carefully. After the elevator cementing has thor-
oughly set, the parts aré separated with a thin razor
blade, cutting the leading and trailing edges. Soap
or parafine on the dowels makes for easy working.

We used a two-speed motor timer operated by a
conventional three-volt relay. A simple wipe switch
was installed on the rubber motor shaft of the rudder
escapement mechanism so that every other neutral
position closed the switch, resulting in “low’” motor
on every other neutral rudder position. A very small
condenser, smallest available, was thrown across the
points of the wipe switch to guard against inter-
ference with effective antenna length.

The Sailplane with the 29 motor produces a some-
what deliberate response to the signals, and the in-
herent stability of the design makes rapid stunting
difficult. The slow action, however, is an advantage
for the beginner, who may increase tab size or move-
ment as he gains in experience and desires more
snappy performance.

So much for our Sailplane r.c. experience. I hope
it will encourage many of you to try your hand at
this interesting and satisfying form of model aviation.
And, remember—~—you don’t have to be a genius...

Dr. Walter Good, chairman of the Academy’s
contest board (and with his brother William, three
time winner of the National radio-control champion-
ship) and the writer are concerned-over the diffi-
culties that lie in the path of the would-be radio-
control flyer. We drew up the statement that follows
which concerns desirable modification of radio-
control FCC regulations.

It is evident that quite a few modelers have written
to the Commission urging that the rules be liberalized.
As president of the Academy of Model Aeronautics
I urge you to continue with the campaign in your
area and do the following: (1) get your local model
clubs to send communications to Washington; (2)
send these letters to the Secretary and the members
of the FCC; (3) send similar letters to the Congress-
men and Senators from your state; (4) if convenient,
send me a copy of the letters you are writing so we
can centralize the drive from my office and follow up.
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MORE BULLETS AND
TORPEDO SPECIALS AT
SENSATIONAL PRICES!

The sl_i;ectacular close-out sale of the famous Bullet and Torpedo
Special motors has been phes-smenal! Thousands of hobbyists in
every section of the U.S. and toreign countries have taken advantage
of this terriffic offer and still the orders pour in! Fortunately for you,
we had enough additional parts on hand to assemble a limited quan-
tity of additional motors. They are now completed, tested and ready
to ship to those lucky people who get their orgers in right away.

These are the same high-quality motors that have been sold through
hobby shops for years at $12.75 and $18.50. They have set perform-

ance records at numerous model meets and are well-known for their

dependability and durability. Do not confuse with cheap, inferior

motors built to sell at a low price.

This is the chance of a lifetime to get a top-quality, proven perform-
ance motor at a fantastic “give-away” price. However, the supply is
definitely limited, so send your order in immediately.

The Torpedo Special is one

of America's finest engines.

o Displacement—
.30 cubic inches

® Bore—.711

® Stroke~.750

o Double ported exhaust

® Crankshaft—one
piece steel alloy

® Piston—Meehanite
ground

® Bearings—Naval
bronze for crankshaft
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MINIATURE MOTORS
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plug @ $4.95 ea. Torpedo Special Motors with
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® High point champions with R. C. Somerville, Plymouth gen'! sales ~ ® James W. Richmond, 21, Terre Haute, Ind., congrotulated by
mgr.: Schuette, Open: LaYon, Novice; Davis, Jr.; D'Alesandro, Sr.  D. S. Eddins, president of Plymouth, for taking jet speed event.

s

® Stonley J. Grish, 20, "St.
John, Ind.,, won 3 trophies in
control-line speed flying ovent,

rd Internationals

Detroit is scene of best contest to date sponsored by
the motor concern. More than 500 from 48 states fly.

/@/ s .
@ Erwin E. Rodemsky, 19, De-
troit, won Ist in indoor cabin
microfllm fiying, in senior class.

THE Third International Model Plane Contest held in
* Detroit, Mich., August 22 through 29, and sponsored by
the Plymouth Motor Corporation, was the largest and most
successful meet the motor concern has ever put on.
Although total registration was held down to 515, a
greater number of flights was made than ever before.
Every state was represented as well as Alaska, Canada
and Cuba. Contestants were sponsored by 3,697 partici-

® Frank V. Claire, Ridgewood,
Ohio, was top man in open
division Class C U-control event,

@ Sid Tanobe, 24, Cleveland, pating dealers. Almost half a hundred flew in the new
was high man in open division .
of Closs D Uwcontrol speed. Plymouth Novice class for contestants 13 and under but
® A first in outdoor stick i ici i i
bt b ootdomr g ki not‘yet 14. Seven girls participated W}.IO qualified in state,
sey, 25, from Kansas City, Mo. regional and local Plymouth- Continued

® Top conirol-line stunt enirant, James E. Snyder, 18, Bellwood, @ B. K. Steele, ass't general sales manager of Plymouth, awards

UL, (left) won Air Trails frophy. Ed. Al

Lewis. makes presentation.  control-line speed trophies to Jim {Whammy) Clem, Mesquite, Tex.




® Dennie Davis;, Son Diego; 1st in A and D free-flight @ Vincont Burton, New Orleans, Karl Spielmaker, Grand Rapids,
open class with his excellent San de Hogan dasigns,  Mich, Dave Baker, Long Beach. Baker placed in outdoor cabin.

HE 7-day Plymouth contest was held at three sites. Outdoor

flying was run off at Selfridge Field AFB; the indoor addicts
flew in the State Fair Coliseum, while all the control-line com-
petition was centered in the athletic field at Belle Isle Park : e
which is on an island in the Detroit River. © Tom Baker, Kings Mountain, N. C, set world's

Control-line facilities this year were excellent. As many as rocord with this 41b. jot; won A speed Open.
seven circles were in operation at one time. The growth of
the Plymouth local and state qualifying contests can be seen
from the following figures. In 1947, 58 local meets were run
off; in 1948 slightly more than 200 were held, together with
three state contests. This year 23 state and 176 local events
were conducted with 1,425 more Plymouth dealers participat-
ing than last year.

® Robert, Rado, Berwyn, llL; was high point man in' @ Mulvihill trophy winner Bob Bienemtein, Detroit, twifing & puffing
Stinson fiying scale event with o total of 213.3 points. *  on indoor cabin. He placed 2nd in open event with 822.2 seconds.

@ Peter Guy, Binghamton, N. Y, one of Novice
winners. Ist in CL. D speed, Geo. Fong, N. Y. C,

i

® Littie Rocket frio: Warren Tomme, Raymond Shearer, " @ VYon R. Christiansen, Salt Lake City, fook Ist in junior Class C
nm; Eddie Schwarz all scored vicfo'rias in speed- event, free-flight, ond flew o’l,Oéo-squuro-imh monster in Class D event.

@ The first official Right of the meet wos made by John @ Don Kennedy, Burbank: Calif., with indoor stick model which
R. Easton, who came from New Toronto, Ont, Canada.  wen 2nd place in open class event with flight time of 1,1346.4 sec.

N
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® Matty Sollivan of Sullivan Products, provided alt
control-lines used at meet; here he makes up line sets,

217

5

6, ;1
; g
e

@ Tivee Californians: Don Hollfelder, Oakland, Joe Fos-
ter, Son Jose {(both won in indoors), with Don Robbers.

® Jim Walker, Portland, Ors., entertained spectators
and contestants with r.c., here shows float Fireball:

i e ¢

Al

® Eugene Stiles, Alomeda, Calif, set free-flight speed
world record in qualifying meet, Charles Haollum, right.

® £d Broom {1}, Minneapolis, placed in free-fight B;
Gone Tempelmeyer took 2 places in outdoor stick, cabin.

® Nothan Rambo lll, Wynnewood, Pa., 3rd in sr. stunt
with semi-scale Curtiss Swift; won elimination meet,

S

TR



3rd Plymouth Meet

competitions. When six days of competi-

. tion had ended and all the flights scored
the top age champions were:

~ Novice—Henry D. LaVon, 12, Tacoma.
Wash.

: Junior—Herbert L. Davis, 15, Birm-

: ingham, Ala.

~ Senior—Anthony- D’Alesandro, 17,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Open—Charles Schuette, 24, Los An- _

‘geles, Calif.

Winners of the top trophy awards

were James W. Richmond, 21, Terre
Haute, Ind., who captured the magnifi-
tent Plymouth jet trophy with a speed
of 139.16 mph; James E. Snyder, Bell-

wood, Ill, top stunt flyer (417 points)
who was awarded the Air Trails per-.

petual and permanent trophies; and
Robert O. Rada, 18, Berwyn, Ill, who
won the Stinson perpetual and perma-

nent trophies with a total of 213.3°

points. There were 150 permanent
trophles awarded together with U. S.
savings bonds totalling $8,750. Each
contestant received a handsome plaque
- as testimonial of his or her participation
in the 3rd Internationals.

Sylvia J. Lanzo, 13, of Berea, Ohio,
was proclaimed the girls’ high point

champion and presented with the De'

Soto “People and Places” magazine
trophy. Miss Lanzo is the daughter of
Chester Lanzo who is still an active
contest flyer, although over-age for the
new Plymouth classifications of Novice,
up through 13; Junior, 14 -through 15;
Senior, 16 through 20; and Open, 21
through 25.

Considering the length of the contest
and the many different flying sites
utilized, the best-way to report the affair
is to take it day by day. On Monday,
August 22, contestants poured into the
Fort Shelby Hotel, which was meet
headquarters. Registration took place
all day long, going along very smoothly,
and broke off only long enough for a
meeting of contestants and officials at
8 p. M. When registering, entrants were
presented with a blue “T” shirt which
bore the meet insignia on the front and
the contestant’s name and city and the

name of his sponsoring dealer on the .

back. A blue helmet also was given
out, together with a contestant’s partici-

pation plaque and a red pilot’s-type -

visored cap imprinted “Mechanic.” So
popular were these mechanic’s hats that
many fiyers without helpers wore them
instead of the helmet.

The next day, Tuesday the 23rd, saw
the opening of official outdoor flying at
Selfridge Field, the Air Force base 25
miles from Detroit. Buses transported
contestants and gear from the Shelby.
Novice entrants flew towline gliders
and combined class A-B free-flight gas.
All other contestants flew outdoor stick
models and Class A and C free-flight
gas jobs. Strict rise-off-ground rules
were enforced; many gas jobs failed to
clear the concrete runways properly
due to faulty gear. Mostly the wheels
were too small, or the three point sus-
pension was poor.

Fair skies and little wind favored the

contestants. A fleet of retrieving trucks
supplied by Chrysler, Dodge ‘and De
-Soto dealers weére kept on the go as
: models drifted in the general direc-
tion of Lake St. Clair. Many ships re-
"ceived a dunking; a large number of
these were fished out of the drink and
flew again.

.

In addition to Air Force personnel
helping out, Cadets of the Civil Air
Patrol handled field traffic. First day's

flying was slow in starting when an .

F-80 had to make an emergency gear-

* up landing, but towards the end of the,
day’s flying timers and processing per- '

sonnel (all Plymouth employees jn
Detroit or in the field) were begging
entrants o take flights. This abundance
of flying time and contest officials was
evident all through the contest. Six
thousand flights were recorded this first
day.

The second day at Selfridge Field saw
Class B and D free-flight models in
the air, together with outdoor rubber-
powered cabin ships. Novice contestants
flew either stick or cabin rubber jobs

"in a combined event. Weather was not

nearly so good as on the preceding day.
The wind was 15-20 mph and gusty.
Hurricane warnings along the East
Coast resulted in one runway held open
for emergency landings of military air-
craft being flown westward from At-
lantic Coast bases.

"When the free-flight events ended it
was no surprise to find that Dennis (San
De Hogan) Davis of San Diego, Calif.,
had copped a 1st in A and D with his
fine designs. In the A-B-C-D age group
line-ups a junior placed highest in A,
a senior in B, an open flyer in C and
a senior in D which seems to indicate
that those 15 and over are pretty much
on a par. Von R. Christiansen, Salt
Lake City, won Junior C free-flight
with 1108.8 sec, flew models designed
by an older brother. Von's 1,060-sq.-
inch D job was considerably larger
than himself!

Thursday, August 25, produced "'a
complete change in locale and flying
events. Indoor addicts found themselves
in the State Fair Coliseum for indoor
stick and cabin flying. Novice modelers
flew small paper-covered stick models.
Sylvia Lanzo beat all the boys in this
event. The control-line clan went out
to the athletic field at Belle Isle Park
which is located on an island in the
Detroit River. No one could complain
about lack of facilities at either site.
Seven circles were in almost constant
operation at Belle Isle. Stunt con-
testants were able to fly from short-cut
grass while speed entrants operated
from the center of rolled baseball dia-
monds which had been treated to keep
the dust down.

The first 3 places in the indoor
microfilm cabin and stick event were
almost a three-way tie. Michigan
modelers took 6 places, while Phila-
delphia and California grabbed 5
apiece. Massachusetts contestants took
the other two.. What happened to the
Chicago or New York contestants has
not yet been explained. But it is pretty
evident that the only places where in-

. door activity still has a hold are
. Chicago, Lakehurst, N. J. (for Phila-

delphia and N.Y.C:. enthusiasts), Detroit,
Boston and Los. Angeles and Oakland,
Calif.

“Tony” Becker of Philadelphia was
the only indoor flyer to win two 1sts
in his or her age category. He racked
up the longest flights in stickk (1,289.8
sec.) and cabin (965.4 sec.) and had the
satisfaction of seeing other top place
madelers use his designs.

Jet flving produced nothing new or
startling. A greater percentage of mod-
elers completed all their official flights
than ever before. Weather 'conditions
hgre, too, worked to the disadvantage
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of contestants, Don Block, of Minne-
apolis, Minn. the senior division win- .

- ner, had painted a shark’s face on his

jet much to the amusement of spec-
tators and flyers.

The top stunting performance by
Snyder was accomplished with a Stunt-
wagon. He was the only contestant to
score more than 400 points (417). Bob
Dailey, the National meet stunt winner,
captured the open event with 398 points,
flying his own design ships. Fred Sage,
6, was the youngest of the high place
stunt. contestants and his performance
left little to be desired. By the time
he is an “expert” of 8 or 9 he should
be unbeatable.

Monday was a day of rest and sight-
seeing for contestants. A trip through
the vast Plymouth plant was taken by
a large number of fiyers. That evening
saw the victory banquet at the Masonic

" Temple. It was by far the finest presen-

tation ceremonies ever held for model
aviation. Winners again this year
marched into a victory circle in front
of an impressive display of hardware.
After an excellent dinner and enter-
tainment period, the awarding of
trophies got underway. It went off
surprisingly fast considering the large
number that had to be given out.

THE Belle Isle battle was divided
into Class C speed and the first of 4
days of stunt flying. In C speed the
Little Rocket (Air Trails, Oct. 1948)
crowd of Little Rock, Ark. (Tomme-
Shearer-Schwarz) gave evidence of
what they intended to do in the con-

test. On. Thursday the '49 Little Rocket
designs (see Sketchbook, this issue)
won a 1st and 2nd, and before the meet
was over the ships were to garner
eight 1st, 2nd, or 3rd places. Sur-
prisingly enough, Class C speed was
the only speed event in which Stanley
J. Grish (St. John, Ind.) and Schuette
didn’t score one of their 1st, 2nd or
3rd places. Each placed once in those
win columns.

Friday was the first all-control-line
day with everything concentrated at
Belle Isle. Class A speed and stunt
was the bill of fare., Thomas P. Baker,
20, of Kings Mountain, N. C., who earlier
in the meet had set a new international
F.A.L jet speed record over a circular
cqourse of 144.83 with a 4-pound Dyna-
Jet powered model, made high “A”
time of 112.03 mph. Warren J. Tomme,
14, Little Rock, Ark., took junior A
speed (as he had C speed the previous
day and as he was to take D speed on
Sunday) with 108.78 mph.

Saturday was B-speed, stunt, jet and
Stinson flying scale model day. Sara
Mitchner was top novice flyer in B
speed with 99.52. Again the ladies were

 first! The Little Rock trio continued its

devastating advance: Shearer took a
first, Schwarz won a 2nd, Tomme took
a 3rd place. High time of the day was
Raymond Shearer with 125.39 mph.

“D-day” was Sunday, the last day of
competition. In addition to Cl. D speed,
the stunt competition and the jet flying
ended, and the Stinson scale models
made their qualifying flights. The out-
standing performer in the big speed
event was George G. Fong, 20, of Bronx,
N. Y. His Dooling-powered job featured
streamlined cowling, but left the en-
gine head exposed. He used no rudder
but extended the wertically flattened
aft end of the fuselage almost 2 inches
beyond the stabilizer. Fong's time of
141.23 was very good since atmospheric
conditions worked against the speed
flyers all through the meet.
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Here’s an updated report on the
biggest thing to hit U-control since
Jim Walker put lines on a model.

ITH motors roaring, four racing planes line up

waiting the starter’s green flag to send them on
their way for the Feature Race. The pilots raise their
hands, the flag drops, and the racers roll across the
ground and into the air. Lap after lap they go, pass- -
ing and repassing, juggling for position. Now a plane
runs out of fuel and lands. The pit crew swarms
over it, refueling, cranking the engine and sending
the plane roaring back into the race to regain lost
laps. The fast planes are up and down several times,
while others fly more slowly to comserve precious
fuel and make fewer pit stops. Now the finish ap-
proaches and as the starter waves the checkered flag
to the winner, the pilot cuts the engine and brings
his plane in to land. The sight of the pilot carrying
his racer off the field in his hands suddenly reminds
you that this has been a race of model airplanes.
Yes, this is Team Racing, the newest event in model
aviation.

Although the idea of direct racing competition for
model airplanes was not new, it remained for the
First All Speed Team (FAST Club) to actually work
out a complete set of rules for such an event. In
creating this event four goals were kept in mind:
(1) encourage the building of more realistic models;"
(2) actually race several models at a time in the same
circle; (3) minimize the advantage of a “hot engine”;
(4) increase spectator appeal.

1949

LLE SLIPPERY by Bud Kosky
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By Granger Willigmy
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MORE REMINISCING BY WALT GRIGG
one of THE Major Model Airplane Kit Collectors in the U.S. (Ed.)

It is 1941 - Rhyne Hardware Stores’ entrance faces East, toward the Courthouse square in Newton North
Carolina ... I open the screen door and enter the store. My sense of smell is flavored by a combination
of leather, gun oil, seed, plant food and, of course, the oiled sawdust on the wood floor .... a combination

most soothing.

The Comet kits are shelved to my right, about halfway inside the store .... I let one of the clerks know
my wishes and he pulls a kit from the stack and places it on the counter .... ver-r-r-r-y carefully I open
the end flap from the box, easing the contents out, unfolding the plan.

My imagination builds the model immediately and I'm enraptured by its’ flight.
“Uh, well, I ah .... could I look at the Spad ?”

Boy, is it hard to pick just one ! ... and just as hard to get the contents of the looked-over’ kit back into
the box .... without mangling something.

Rhynes’ was special .... none of the other places would let a kid look over the insides of the model kit....
but Mr. Gabriel, the owner, had a son who built models a bit .... so kids got a fair shake if they behaved.

After all this, I may decide I don’t want either kit .... sometimes I wouldn’t have a red cent, but still
wanted to look.

Also, in the looking department, right next to the kits, was a beat up old 1851 Colt Navy Revolver .... first
Civil War gun I’d seen .... fascinating ! .... I “looked” a lot of the rusty finish off this over the next 20 years
and Mr. Gabriel never did sell me the pistol, .... his son still has the Colt, but, no old Comet kits. ....

great memories !

“Till next time, Walt Grigg’
MANY THANKS TO:

Vicki, my wife, for her help and patience
John Schneider, ex Air Trails Photographer
Walt Grigg, ‘THE’ Kit and Catalog Collector
John Worth, AMA Celebration of Eagles ‘96
Leon Shulman, the ‘Forever Young Modeler’

Dave Thornburg, “Do You Speak Model Airplane” (book)
Charles Mackey, “Pioneers of Control Line Flying” (book)
Dan Vincent, for his graphics work
Stu Richmond, for his writing and moral support
David Baker, SAM 1066 and his enthusiasm
Dick Kidd, R/C Modeler, and his moral support
Air Trails Magazine (dec.), and their contributors
Frank Zaic, who led the way
All those who have written us in support of our Golden Age Books

FINAL NOTES

Walt Grigg has provided his knowledge and loaned much of the information contained within these
Volumes which I have absorbed and re-edited to show modelers an early cross-section of our hobby
within specific time frames.

How well we’ve succeeded will be echoed by passing the word to others, and to us.

Most of the modelers appearing in these volumes have been written about in many other publications
... some scattered to the four winds .... however, we have tried within our own parameters to reproduce
many or most of them here as:

“The Magnificent Modelers and Their Flying Machines”
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