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The Gloster Gladiat(?y

pleasant air-to-air study of Gladiator K613\ (the third production Mark I).

Ko ighi efors he insadlation'of armament

Among all the obsolescent aircraft which inevitably
equipped the warring nations at the outbreak of the
Second World War, the Gloster Gladiator stands
proud asthe ulimaté perfec a bygone age, and
perhaps accordingly was veslcd with responsibilties
Far beyond is theoretic city to meet. For while
aggressor nations were ablc 1o =mhrark upon excursions
according to_their T
Arequipped Britsh- Stratcgic. Command Gie) was
faced with applying any defensive t came
1o hand. - Tae anomaly of the Gladiator was that
reliance upon it grew week by week and numbers in
rvice increased during almostthe whole of the
first year of the War
has averred that the Gladigtor should,
secording to_ political_postulations
“thirties, never have appeare

%

ut of industral

Churchill’'s Ten Y
notice would be forthcoming of any participation in
a European war) was finally abandoned in 1932 with
the imminent breakin Disarmament
onfe , by implication, the likel

within ten years thereby increase
mind—and that_since s melrowhl.m
defence had been orientated against French ay
sion—the immediate demands by
planning committee at Air Ministry were for short
range interceptor fighters, and already views had been
expressed in 1930 that the age-old” 150-200 m.p.h.

- 5

This photo was taken during, the maufacturers
(Photo: Flight Neg. No. 13930s)

two-gun formula must be superceded forthwith.
AirMinistry Specification F.7/30 had been
evolved to debunk the long-cherished belief that one
man and two machine guns represented a devastating
weapon. ~ The trouble was that his aircraft was
tending to lag further and further behind his potential
target, and his Vickers guns, whicl ammunition
manufactured twenty years previously, were sadly
prone to jamming no sooner than he pressed the
firing button.

In effect therefore the new requirement demanded
& maximum s m.p.h., an armament of not
fes than four forward-frng guns (assuming hat all
would be synchronised to fire through the propeller
and theeefore slow fing) and such caso of bardling
2 to enablcthe onc Bemicr (o bt operaed both by
day and night squadrons. By 1932, with almost every
fighter project ¢ design team in the country at work on
the new requirement, it had become obvious that with
the cconomic depreision at s Worst, the emphasis
placed upon the day-and-night demand would prove
the crux of the whole matter, and this was substan-
tiated by the promise of large production orders for
the successful contender.

During the carly numcen thirties Royal Air Force

fighter squadrons were equipped with Bristol Bull-
dows, Hawker, Furies® and Hawker Demons, and
already in train were developments at the Gloster

‘Aircraft Company with the S.5.19 prototype that was
“Bristol Bulldos, PROFILE No. 6 Hawker Fury 1, PROFILE No. 1.

Facingpage: Gloter Gladiator I of No. 263 Fhter) Sadron, RALF. Norway, 1040, This aiverf,orginallyalocated 1o F OF.

Tecobirn, derogedfouw Bis
e by any oiher Allml i n

nequail
e Tevurning o' the UK. aboard HM.S. Glorious. The aircraft

Liiwafl sources record that 2 Tas wore il Saoh T o e e corianty
forld War 11, Jacobsen was

avarded an immediae D.F.C. but ost

i i four days later
was lost at the same tim



hree interestng comparaiive views of Gladiators.  Top: The

itator poototrre et el omerged o o
ial shops. ar Glosiers. Noté open cockpit,

Lewis guns under the lower

and unfaired wheel discs.

‘modification 1o full prodi

Neg. No- G10S: Lower, Ministry

to become the Gauntlet*
Bulldog in 1935-36.

So while preoccupation with the Gauntlet develop-
ment prevented Gloster from participation in_ the
initial scramble to prepare an F.7/30 contender, other
Companies (namely Hawker, Bristol, Supermarine,
Fairey, de Havilland and Westland) were exper
menting with technical advances such as had never
bef been engendered by a single Specification.
Two obstacles lay in their path. The first was the
virtual insistence that the F.7/30 fighter should be
powered by the steam-cooled Rolls-Royce Goshawk:;
However it was the delay in realisin tt this engine
was not suitable for fighters (on account of the weight

abilty of the stcam condensers) that spelt
faiurefor so many of the designs. The other obstace
o most designers was the insistence on placing the
machine gun breech assemblies Within reach of the
pilot.

Jewas the vry fundamental natur o thse demands
that fostered the extraordinary variety of airc
configurations.  But from this wicrd collction-—she
“Gloster Gauntlet, PROFILE No. 0.
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scheduled to replace the

Westland “gullbiplane’ with pilot in front of engine,
e Supermarine monoplane and the more conven-

tional Hawker P.V: proved » match for the

demands. Moreover the advent, s yet on

of the Spitfire and Hurricane monoplane ﬁgmers

threatened to eliminate the F.7/30  requirement

altogether.

It was only when it seemed likely that a gap might

ce requirements between the demise of
the Bulldog and Service acceptance of the monoplanes
that_ Gloster realised that a development of the
Gauntlet might well nurture the F.7/30 thesis and
achieve worthwhile production contracts.
THE GLADIATOR PROTOTYPE
Such a development had been evolved as an academic
exercise at Brockworth. Improved wing_design.
resulting from the adoption of Hawker techniques,
allowed a change 10 single.bay wings, and.choice of
the 700 h.p. Bristol Mercury M.E.30 radial engine
suggested a worthwhile performance increase over
that of the Gauntlet; with redesigned, cantilever
undercarriage incorporating internally-sprung main-
heels, an armament of two Vickers Mk. 1il guns
and landing flaps on upper and lower wings, paper
calculations promise speed of 250 mph. at
1 ot and a anding speed o
Thus, as something of a oo afierthought,
Gloster (and Folland in particular) had almost
achieved what the remainder of the aircraft industry
had failed to achieve. With the courage of the convict-
ion, Gloster commenced in the early spring of 1934 the
construction of a prototype, the S.5.37, and completed
it in September that year for its first flight by Fit. Lt
P.E Powered by a 645 h.p. Mercury VIS
and armed with two Vickers and two drum-fed
Lewis guns, the prototype achieved a speed of 242
m.p.h. at 11,500 feet.

As if disbelieving the achievement of so high a
performance with a radial engine, the Air Ministry
ponsored protracted evaluation trials, and_trans-
ferred the prototype to R-A.F. charge as K5200 on
3rd April 1935. Production plans were put forward
in June,including 840 h.p Mcrcury IX, four Vickers

uns and improved wheel discs, and thereafter
fuhd prompted by the urgency of R.A.F. expansion
—moved rapidly. In two weeks a production Speci-
fication, F.14/35, had been drawn up and agreed, a
contract for twenty-three aircraft was awarded to
stet, and on Ist July the name Gladiator was
officially announs

As the monihs passed, the wisdom of Glosier's

arent. were resurrected

in Europe which spelt impending doom, i only when
y whose eyes were oper ussolini

inia, and Hitler m.ldc little secret of
ntentions.  The lane
l at least two ycm aw .y and unknown
quantities. While K5200 underwent numerous trials
(which resulted in the addition of a sliding hood for
the pilot), production got under way at Hucclecote.

on 16th February and the last,
1937. Furthermore a second batch of 180 Gladiators,
ordered in September 1935, was close behind, it

ing a term of the production contract that all
should have been taken on Air Ministry charge by the
end of 1937.



A Gladiator 1 K7985, of No.
73 (Fighter) Squadron.
Photo-

(Phot
via R. C. B. Ashworth)
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The first squadron to eceive Gladiators was No. 72
at Tangmere having been formed from a nucleous
flight_from No. | :qmdmn on_the same airfield.
On 22nd February 1937, Flt.Lt. E. M. Donaldson*
and four other pilots collected K6/30-K6/34 from
base at
Church Fenton. spired that the new squadron
was to fly Gladiators until April 1939—longer than
any other home-based front-line unit

Following further deliveries to No. 7. 3
Squadron at Kenley received most of the rermainder of
the first production batch on 2nd April, the Gla
replacing

Thus far all deliveries had been made with Lewis
guns under the lower wings pending clearance of the
Vickers Mark V guns remote from he plot. Events
proved that although clearance was ~eventually
achieved, Service units encountered such dificultics
that the Vickers was seldom used, an
arrival of the Browning (Colt icence) gun, eversion
to Vickers V, Vickers “K™ and Lewis was favoured
only in v emergency.

First squadron to equip with Browning-firing
Gladiators was No. 54 Squadron at Hornchurch on
21th Apri, followed shorly afterwards b 74,
shiont urch. The Gladiators on the Lmu unit

e howover handed on to No. 3 Squadron, their
Place being taken almost immediately by Gaunlets.
M. Donaldson, C.B., CBE, D50, AFC

*Later Alr Commodore E

Four Gladiator I's of No. 33 (Fighter) Squadron in flight over
Jerusalem in 1939, "The appearance of squadron code letiers on
silver aircraft s interesting but ot unigue

(Photo: British Off

al Neg. No. M711)

Nextin line for the new

told later of the squadron’s
exploits. Other squadrons
to_receive Gladiators in
1937 were No. 65 (at
Hornchurch on 1st June),

Squadron at North Weald
on 12th Jul

Introduction of the
Gladiator into R.A.F. ser-
vice had been surprisingly difficult. Although pilots
were usually complimentary of the new fighter, oper-
ational training had not been without event; in act, so
high had the accident rate been (

urein hemain),thta small replacement batch o 28
aircraft had been hurried through (L8005-L8032), but
these came to be delivered into storage where they re-
mained until 1939 when they were shipped (o the
Middle East n flying difficulty was as the result
of the ncreased wing loading and the lack of experience
in landing with the generous flap area now provided.
The new biplane staled more abrupty, with ncressed
tendency to drop a wing (hence a plague of damaged
Wing tips, and the relatively easly-attained flat spin
demanded great care for recovery. Spinning at night
was forbi

[

e
long run therefore the Gladiator demon-
strated its great value, for it was experience gained with
sliding hood environment and landing flaps that stood
pilots in good stead when it came to conversion to
Hurricanes and Spitfires, and it is significant from
records that_the monopiane fighter squadrons_that
had flown Gladiators achieved far better accident
records than those that had come straight from
Gauntlets.

By September 1937 all cight Gladiator squadrons
had reached operational status so that the British
Government felt inclined to invite a party of senior

Intimate_photo of pre-W armourers servicing
Gladiator's underwing Browning un. * The air of d.:wm/..r
simpliity 'of"the operaton s reresing. in Comparison’ with
o O ioto: Ministry of Defence Neg. No. H190)



Lile documented in post-War narraives were ihe excursions
4 (Fig

of No.

1
s taken during the Iragi i of Habbaniyal
e the laieractign most o the Squadron's Gladiators were
handed_ over 1o the F. and R the Middle Easr
Photos: Top, Gp St Captew. T Wighima, RAES

o, Minisiry of Defence Neg. No. H1336)

Lufiwaffeair officers to inspect two of the squsdrons.
h traditional and illogical diploma
isa eature of British politics, Generals Milch, Smmpﬂ
and Udet (staff offcers of the very armed force
agai  potential threat Britain was re-arming)
Were Invited 10 inspect Nos. 54 and 65 Squadrons at
the spearhead of London’s defence

-

l‘JJK saw a shift u| lhc u"nhu\l\ upon
the Gladiator. - Once w whetied, appetite
urricanes could
published policy now
squadron equipped, one other would be re u;ulm'ml
with Hurricanes or Spitfires. In place of Nos. 3 and
56 Squadrons, who gave up Gladiators for Hurric:
early in the vear, Nos. 25 and 85 Squadrons took
on full csu In Nm‘u of Nos.
and 87 ‘\\r Force
Squadrons, N based at
ealsing that should war corme
to Europe, Britain’s overseas Ir..\\h‘ lines would be
critically nlllmr.\h!c the imenced  des-
patching Glad ns 1o the Middie East
or the defence n( the Suez Canal Th\. Wmlum of this

move will be evident later in this
Thus at the time of Neville Chamberlain's much
criticised peace overtures that culminated in the

Munich appeasement, the defence of Britain rested
upon a fighter force predominantly supported by
biplane wings:
Ist line strengih
urricane squadrons, fully established and operational
laditor squadrons fully esabished and operational.
squadrons, fully cstablished an jon
3 Fury 111 squadrons, fully established and operational

*No. 607 Saadian pevioly based at Usnorth unil $1h October had ms
ed by

Fie LS

“destriyed a Dorier Do 18 iyig boat

23 Demen squadrons.flly esablished and operational

2 Hurricane nm.ulvur\x fully established but

non-operational.

1 Gladiator squadron, being re-cquipped.

| Gauntlet squadron, partly established and operational

4 Demon squadrons, partly established and operational.

So with the knowledge that Britain's defence could
only be secured with a minimum of ighter
squadrons, the military planners now had graphic
information s to the size of the expansion task that
Iay ahead. at was that task that when war
arrived, the Gladiator had by no means
disappearcd from the scene.

GLADIATORS AT WA

On the outbreak of war in Seplemer 1939 the home
defence of Great Britain rested upon Hurri
Spitfires and, to a lesser extent upon Blenheims and
Gladiators. The Spitfire squadrons were regarded as
something of a corps delite, to be carefully husbanded
until the eventual attack on these shores. At the same
time n’s “plans for expediency”
fighter force to cover and
despaich of an expeditionary force

provided

so departed the first two Hurricane squadrons.

It soon became clear that, treaty obligations apart,
the R-A.F. was 00 thin on the ground in France and
accordingly in November Nos. 607 and 615 Squadrons
depared from Croydon and fiew to Mervll* to join
the Northern Air Component of the B.E.F. Littie of
excitement occurred for many weeks as the severe
winter weather prevented much air activity on either
side. Numerous accidents were attributable to poor
visibility and bad field conditions, but just as news
arrived that both squadrons were 10 re-equip with
Hurricanes the an storm fell upon the Low
Countries and all at once the Air Component pilots
were fighting for their ives. ‘For one wek afer that

At the time of the German invasion of Belgium in May 1940
about”fifieen’ Gladiators remained on strengih with  the lére

Fecreey metow, Tial Tohinden, A A Beles ik

o 10 Acklgion ond o 171
er the North Seo

L Kb



futeful 10th May the Gladitors were constantly in
607 lost its C.0., a Flight Commander and
Soven other pilts, yet replacement pilots and aircraft
continued 1o arrive so that between them the two
Squadrons were still operating about 18 Gladiators
and a dozen Hurricanes on 18th May. On that day,
however, after a running battle with Bf 1095 and 1105
over Arras (not entirely one-sided), the remaining
Gladiators were caught on the ground at Vitry-en-
Artois by a force of enemy bombers ant
destroyed together with their stores. Deprive
fuel and ammunition, the Squadrons were ordered to
rraft and make their way 10 the coast
o England. No. operational
rocord bhok 4 not suevive, but depostions ecorded
by No. 607 suggest that scventy-two cnemy sircrat
were destroyed by the two units betw a
300 My and, beating n . the reatively small

number of Hurricane sorties flown,
likely that most of these fell to Glag 5” guns.

Of the fifty-odd biplanes which w19 France
between October 1939 and May 1940 only a handful

survived, the tired but veteran pilots being withdrawn
from cormbat to rest and converton to Huricanes and
Spitfires
THE NORWEGIAN CAMPAIGN

It was almost certainly a shy reluctance on the part of
Britih information services {0 admit the weight of
resi sted in aged biplanes that relegated
the Gladiator's | pzrl in the Norwegian campaign to
obscurity in those dark days of 1940. amidst
al the ballyhoo attending the Aght at odds, No 263
(Fighter) Squadron’s tremendous achievements must
certainly rank among the highest of the Royal Air

orce.
When Hier moved against southern Noruay on
Br ces

opmuon

for
0. 263 Squadeon at Filton had been brought up (0
rations in

front line strength and warned
Finland with Gladiators. It was U
tre”  environmental ~ training _that
destination to be altered to Norway and eighteen

for ope

One of 14 Gladiators sold 1o Lithuania in 1937. Not clearly
visible in_this view are the upper surfaces which were doped
olive drab. " (Photo* Bristol Engine Co. Ltd.. Neg. No. 18201)

Eire ook delivryof fou Gladiatr I's i 1938, recisered 2336
Aircraft Nos. 23 inid in a differen camoufoge
patien 1 that on s 24

ko' sl Engihe Co. Lid., Neg. No. 18202)

pilots accompas r aircraft in H.M:S. Glorious
from Scapa Flow eastwards towards the Norwegian
coastline on 22nd April. When still 150 miles from the
mainland the mcnn were flown off and landed on
the frozen Lake Lesjaskog in central Norway.

first expedition was marred by lack of adminisirative
preparation for, though the pilots were well prepared
to meet the onsiaught of the Luftwaffe, their machines
were not; what was worse, the frozen lake began to
melt. Nevertheless the Squadron’s task was to cover
British and Norwegian ground forces operating in
central Norway, a task performed admirably having
regard for the appalling conditions and the almost

warning system.
history that the very run-
way on the ice was, under
the direction of Sqdn. Ldr.
Whitney Straight, tramp-
led and cleared by 200
local inhabitants while a
skeleton servicing Flight
was established at
Asndalsnes by Wg. Cdr.
B s. On the morn-
ing of the first day, despite
starting difficulties owing
to frozen carburettors, two
Gladiators took off and

Twenty-six Gladiator I's were

white disc as backgre
Flght, Neg. No. 14491
7



destroyed a Heinkel He 115, but a lone He 111, seeing
the patral's ttention divericd clsewhere, dropped a
stick of bombs along the runway. On learning that
British fighters were operating in Norway. the enemy
carried out numerous attacks on 25th Al
the lake and, due to an almost complcte lack. of

ing crews, the re-arming and fuelling was
cartied ‘out by the pilots themselives.  On several
oceasions pilots were wounded on the ground but
still flew, either n defence of the base or o give cover
to the artillery in action not ten miles distant
Ikd<Gay two further encemy.alecraft had bogn sho
down (by Flt. Lt. Mills and Plt. Off. MacNamara),
but ten Gladiators had been destroyed on the ground.
By nightfall the lake was a shambles: only four Glad-
iators remained airworthy and on the following day
these were flown north to Aandalsnes where, without
adequate fuel to continue the fight, they were
destroyed.

Returning to Filton o re-equip, No. 263 took stock
of its experience. Plainly the Gladiator was scarcely
a match for the modern German aircraft, but in view
of new plans to return to Norway there was no time
10 convert to Hurricanes. This time more elaborate

ay cighteen replacement_Gladiators set
sail in Glorious with their pilots, this time destined
for Narvik far to the north. Several of the pilots
wounded during the first expedition had been replaced
by new squadron members, but one, Lt. Lydekker
R.N,, volunteered 1o join the Squadron during the
voyage.
Arriving at Bardufoss on 22nd May (having lost
two Gladiators which flew into a mountain during the
fight from "Glorious). the Squadron carried out
54 sorties on the first day. Pilot Offce
s Killed ramming an He 111, and the following day
Set. Whall destroved a Do’ 17.  Several aircrat
(including three Ju 90s, a Ju 88 and an He 111) were
shot down without further loss during the next few
days, and the Gladiators now commenced patrolling
up 1o sixty miles from their base, often in company
with Hurricanes of No. 46 Squadron, the only other

A.F. unit in Norway

Ground attack sorties were now added to_the
Gladiators’ duties and during the last days of May
railway stations, enemy vehicles and coastal vessels
were attacked by 263's pilots. Fg. Off. Vickery's
ail:mﬂ (the \uhjecl of the general arrangement

g 2 relumed from a sortie over
Biornijell on 30th May with heavy flak damage -
minus an interplane strut and & Sying wirs and withan
enormous hole in the port upper wing.

It was in this aircraft that durmg the afternoon of
2nd June PIt. Off. Jacobsen fougl
against largo numbers of caemy ombers. - Afer bis
No. 2 (Plt. Off. Wilkie) had been shot down, Jacobsen
roamed the skies near Narvik, probably destroying

Ju 88 by forcing it to dive into the side of a mount:
certainly” destroying three He 11ls (these were
confirmed from found) and probably
destroying a fourth (which was posted s missing i

serman records).  To quote from an official - de-

two Ju 88s and
cannon or heavy
ind-

e Gladiator was surrounded b
. some of which att
“The fight

six He
Tachine guns.

o such econd of the Gladaor, he s f the ten plr ot shold b ecordd: Sain, L1 W Donaison, DS5.0: D€
3

Wi,
Ruset!

Vickery: Fg. Of.

GraniEie D OF, i
e Bently: Ser. bir. £

Ramara, DF'C

s

One of 15 Gladigar 1sdivrted from an Air Minisiry contract
10 Portugal in 1939, scen here during contract evaluation a
Vrticsiom Heath o he

hoto: Ministry of Defence, Neg. No. MHS724)

screen was coated with oil and a ying i was shot throu
d; tovoid a collsion Jacoben dived and turned. sharply
o o ahe a o one oF the Mool Fifin aimost blndly

he saw the German rock violently and both its engines stop
cfore his own guns ran out of ammunition . . - Jacobsen

then found himselr up against very superior numbers with

ammunition exhausted and fuel imost gone. By low

naged to shake of
was later confirmed fro
e e faved 65 Bave. e
Sucdih border”and (hese were credi
however that a thorough search would
remains of further crashes of enemy

Jacobsen
have. revealed the
aireralt
It will never be known for certain how many
enemy airralt Jacobsen destroyed in his epic
n cxamination of German records in relation to
actions by Alled forces on that day, suggest that he
may have caused the destruction of as many as six
aircraft; if such was the case, this saorc must rate a
record among Allied pilots in World War I1.
It is a matter of History that Nos. 46 and 263
juadrons were evacuated from Narvik on 7th June,
the aircraft being flown on 10 the deck of HM.S.
Glum!m The following day the carrier was sunk by
e Scharnhorst and Gneisenau and almost the entire
sirength of the two squadrons was lost. Only two
Hurricane pilots were rescued from the sea.

Swedishd Gldiator I's of FIS probably sufred worse witer
rigours than any others for the Russ wpaign of
i v Sy she everesswitier Ko fo iy poars
Here an aircraft is being prepared for flight after a snow storm
ar Kemi and the camoufage wraps are being removed from the
Wings. " (Photo: Colonel Hugo Beckhammar, Flygvapnet)

AFC
LR Jicobven, DFC

Fe.of
B

. Off 1. Fuikion, P. H. Purdy. D€



THE MEDITERRANEAN AND MIDDLE EAST
The Gladiator's war in the Middie East commenced
in mid-1938, No. 80 Squadron operating a detach-
ment of about Ihrec Gladiators (fown by Fg, Offs
HL. 1. Brown, P. Wykeham-Barnes? and M. T
ST Pautio s from Ramleh
in Palestine against Arab cordon oroakers, Bquairons
operating Gladiators during the period '1938-1940
¢ and Palestine were Nos. 33, 80 and 112
the ek named. squadron. formed  board H.MS.
Argus in transit from Southampion to Alexandria
n 16th May 1939.

"Broadly speaking, Gladiator_operations in_the
Middle East covered all theatres in the years 1940-41
At the outbreak of war with Italy on 10th/11th June
1940 the old biplane was liberally distributed between
gypt, Palestine, Aden and the Indian Ocean.
The stocks a Malta were at hand to provide spares
for H.M.S. Glorious which had been engaged in
shipping protection duties in the Indian Ocean since
1939 until ordered home to participate in the Nor-
After_her return there remained

of the Island in the event of an attac)
has been made of the fight by “Faith, Hope and
Charity”, and, without being_deprecating of the
efforts of these fighters, there is little actual substance
t0 support the claim that “they fought alone against
the might of the Regia Aeronautica”. From post-War
ecords there is evidence of only desultory action
against the island during the first fortnight and but
three Italian aircraft shot down. Moreover the fact
that Hurricanes were present on the Island for much
of that time has never been adequatel ed.

Perhaps of greater interest was the operation of
Gladiators in defence of Aden. ~ Here was based
No. 94 (Fighter) Squadron under the command of
Sqdn. Ldr. W. T. F. Wightman. From the carliest
days, when it i scomed likely that Aden was endangered
by ltallan presence in East Alfrca, this Squadron
maintained spirited offensive action against Italian
airfeds, aitacking dumps and srafing cnemy aircraf,
providing cover for shipping entering Aden and
defending Aden tsef by day and night, It was the
tenacious action by a Squadron piot, Fe. OF
GI57K Haywood. that resulied in the surrender and
an submarine Galilei

subsequent capture of the Ita
Galileo!

Later on, as the danger
to Aden passed, 94 Squad-
ron moved north to_ the
Canal Zone under orders to

assistance of the R.A.F
baseat Habbaniyah inIrag
which, in May 1941, was
on the verge of being
attacked by the Axis-
supported _revolutionary
Iraqiarmy. Despite theuse
of a number of modern

Sea Gladiator 11 modified
o full naval standard.
(Photo: Ministry of Defence)

RAF.(rerd),

“Later Gp. Capt. W. T. F. Wightman, D.F.C.. AF.C

4,No. 263 (Fighter) Sauadron Gladiator at Aandalses in 1940,
This photo, which also sho ua in the
background, e takentcn, of ¢ rigged Norwesian

oulage The

ihe rvading
reczng and locking.the wheels: 1his x-
of No.'263's preparations for action in

Fintand, ant nm mm.l lhroughot, the Norwegian campaign.

‘Air Commodore Whitney W. Straight)

th even

aining Gladiators were serviceab m/w. ofall

ol ko Gl il aving co em-

oy hat dayin dfence o Osi)an d ihe above rare

it one of the o remaining nserviceadie

tnators s Foveots under Jisasion berween s Lesimant and
Stalf Ofcrs o he Loiwait afg the captrc f e base

ot Couriesy Archi Rics)

‘German 4||r\ hmludlng B[ 110s and He 1lls),

the iators _acquitted themselves admirably,

Sgts. Smllh and Dus lie each destroying a Bf 110,

and Fg. Off. Herrtage a He 111. The last Gladiator-

cquipped action was, appropriately, fought by




In-light photo of Sea Gladiator, NS525, sh
el o dhveved o wosave of Kelafrans, Vot
Wightman
defending
On I

himself who shot down a C.R42 in
the relief, column mmmg on mg»m.m
une_1941 94 Squ: back at Ismail
Fanded T Gladitors sver 16, theSouth Africar
Rl Force and the Royal Australion A Forc
Gladliators had been active in the Western Desert
e the outbreak of war, and three squadrons
accompanied the British Expeditionary Force
Grooco at the timo of tho campeign agaicat Tl
and later These were Nos. 33, 80 and 112
Due however (0 the bad state of the airfclds durin
e winter of 1940-41 relatively few operations were
flown until the closing stages of the campaign. Once
again the name of FIt. Lt. Pattle crops up for, having
flown Gladiators in the desert against the Regia
Aeronautica for two or three months previously, he
wa [ .nml..» astonishing virtuosity in the
reek c: Perhaps the most notable a
battle occurred over the. Albanian frontier on 28th

T of the michpubliched Malia Sea Glitor: thr L
whereas the Right picture (almost certainly aken

engine-and Hamilton propelie. One is perhaps ,,,,,.nm/
it Would be diffcult 10 Justify the lack of dispersion eviden

howing ventral dinghy fairing and deck arrester hook.

eft, has been identified as flown by Ser. Pl
in' Sepre mym 1540) sh i

This aircral
(Photo: F

February 1941 when twenty-eight Hurric
Gladiators fought about fifty Malian aircraft,
oying or severely damaging no less than twenty-
seven enemy aircraft. Pattle himself shot down five,
only to be shot down and killed six weeks later
With a score of more than thirty victories achieved
in about six months, Pattle must rank among the
finest Allied pilots of World War I, and certainly
the greatest of all Gladiator cxponents.
Gladiators and Sea Gladiators fought on
every front during the firs
Finiand, Norway, Belgium, Fran
ibya, Greece, Malta, Aden, Soma
Syria, Crete, Latvia and Lithuania.
evidence of their turning up in Ruw-’l‘
Allied arms produc
upon outdaied equipment disappearcd;
reiegated to second line duties
most unlikely plac

almost

im, reliance
" Gladiators
often in the

Robertson in August 1940,
o fited with an’ x-Bienhem Mercurs

shows a Sea Gl o
Malta rested upon bu three aireraf?

o phorapil
1'War Museum, Neg. Nos

MH992 and ZZZ3915E)




Perhaps the most widespread use of the old biplane
wes among the mumerous Meteorological Fiights,
in North, East and West late as 1944, at
home and with t e, and in n such places as Mosul
in Iraq, Gibraltar and 1o

By the end of the War few Cemained, except in one
or two Maintenance Units; most were scrapped. but
two survived to be purchased by Mr. V. H. Bellamy
who managed to resurrect one fying specimen in

2. Built from parts of L8032 and N5903 thus
mmm a hybrid carrying the serial K8032 (and at
one timo the civil marks G-AMRK). Ve, hybrid
or no, this i the sole example of what was, afer all,
the most romantic of all British biplane fighters.
that carried the “Finest Flying Club in
* into battle while the wartime R.A.F. was
learning to fly its Hurricanes and Spitfires.

CTION AND SERVICE ALLOCATIO!

uck off charge,

Sircrafe buile under Spec. F.14/35,

Bristol Mercury IX with Watts wooden 2-blade

Firsc aircraft taken on charge 16th February 1937,

fason 4 parch' 1537,

Gloster Gladiator 1. 180 sircrafe buile under Spec. F.I4/35,
ounting

K300 and 760807835 Urntversal mament
under iower wings
Gloster Glodiator 1. 28 aircrafe, originally intended as replace-
Suilt during 1357, (35058035
new aircraft order by Latvia and
by State loctery during 1937.  Delivared by sea

er " Lithuanion Gladiator 1. 14 crafe ordered by
Cichianis in Ty 1957 and wssambled ¢ Vi and Kaumen
Gleter| Nnrwumn Gladiator . 6 new aircralt ordered by Norway
in June 1937 Contract negociatons for furcher srerie sper-
r Gladistor s

c!mm Swemdvc!admmv'[/ﬂr 37 newaircraftordered by Swed
in Ju Served with 8 ac Barkaby. 193839, and FI9 in
Norcharn Finland 4

Gloster Belgian Gladiator 1. 22 new aircrafc ordered by Belgium

e el

very are plotograph of a Sea Gladiator, N2214, with U.S. Navs persomnelaboard &

in June 1937. Served with lére Escadrille de Chasse in the Ist

Group of No. 2 (Fighter) Regiment a¢ Diesc until 1940. Other
aireraft believed transferred from stocks, 4-

Gloster Chinese Gladiator I. 36 new aircraft ordered by China in
October 1937, Assembled near Canton and served in defe
of Siuchow, 1938.

Gloster Irish Gladiator . vt cogiered 2326

Homogenos (for £9,100) for presentation to Royal Helle
Air Force in 1938. 17 ex-RA.F, aircralt transferred t

Carly in 1941 bu most were destroyed in air attack on
Paramychi

A ircnte canterred o

Iraqi Air For
Gloster Egyptian
Royal Egyptian Air F
latar recurn
Clovier Clediaior 1 end 3eo Gloditor (ntrim)
grdered under Spec 736737

rce in March 1939 (35 Mk. 1), but 5

50 sircrafe,

to Admiraity charge and completed to full Sea Gladiator

Standard,
Gloster Swedish Gladiator II, (J8A). 18 new aircrafc ordered b
5.

weden in 1938. Powered by Nohab Mercury VIIIS.3 engines
driving 3blade Fairey propelles
foster Portuguese Glodiator Il Order fe ew aircrafe

& reabe e Hiniaty contrace) by Portagal m 1959

loster Norwegian Gladiotor . Order for 6 new aircraft

(diverted from Air Ministry contract, ex-NSI9-N5924) by
ed 3¢ Fornebu these “aircraf took part in

SR AF. sircrae wransfrred
40'2nd flown in defence of

Force during 12/35.
c!u:w Grech Glodigtor I About g e RAF. airrafecansarred
o Royal Halenc Alr Frce in 194041 but mose de on

Sietir Eqyption Clodkor 1l 77 exRAL. airerae sranserred
to Royal Egyptian Air Force during 1941 for service with Nos
2'and § Fighter Squadrons, but majority returned subsequently
toRAF. charge.

S.5. Waso, probably taken duing 1942 in
(Photo: Fred C- Dickey, Jr.



This Gladiator 1, K796
Uerent reducton'sear vatios m <Forts 10 abive i the best kel

Gloster South Africon Gldiator
ferre:

. RAF. aircraft
o ioth Aprl 1991,
lamaila

siréraft transforred to the
from Habbaniyah on 15t March
i srworthy at Hosul in 1945

i Ri Force s replacemens
1944, b

REPRESENTATIVE AIRCRAFT IN RA.F. SERVIC

7), K78 ise, o
© Vickery ey, K700, 7851 K795, KISS1KF938, k7940,

K062, K7963, K7965, K7984, 'K7986 (ex73 Sadn.. 6/38);
Kaooe, K8009, KB0Z3, K024, K8032, K3O44 (replacemens,

No. 6 fFghter) Sauadrn, i Hlfa and Kufr, 1941: N5320,
Nsgai, Nsazs, N3a%, 5o

No. 25 (Fighter) Squadron, Hawkinge, 1938: K6147, K6149,
Kroel KO3, Koot RI989, KOS, K995, KaDO, KBOIS,
K8030' all from 56 Sadn.); K7983, K7996-K7999 (il ex-65
Sqdn., 6/38]

. Mataan Garawals, 1940:
B4 X950, NSy bk
Nsm N$764. NS769, NS777, N8779 (PJO
5784, NS786.
e, 1338; KADI3, K8034 (crahad sl ok spin ¢ mghe
D, Cooke safe), K803S, KB047, K8OSO (crashed

10 Marley baied o), K85

NRE5 (Sax Cladicors iaken over from Nevel seuc): Fuka:
/s NS825.

9/40: N5770, NST73,

No. 'S4 (Fighter) ‘Squadron. Hornchurch, 1937-38: K7894

(o3 sadn: Kroi3, krslb, k7020, Kisat, k7925, k7925~
1138):K7937,K7938 (ks Sad,

7973,

th Weald, 7/37: K6145, K6147,

K96l {excT3 Sadn), K1982, K7983,
k).

“V537-39: K7695

Tonc3 Sidn 6381 K795, KI5 (onworks, §137); K961

2

underwent prolonged trials with Fairey mer

val 5-blade propellers of various pitches in conjnction, with

and climb peformance. 1 s seen hre ar Mardesham, oot
e mpeial W Muscum, Neg. Kow MH
(ex:2 238); K7970, KI9T9 (ex§7 Sedn. nm
K7983, K7996-K7999 (ex-56 Sa ) Kool
K018 (o Works, 1138): K80L K315, K825 (ex
$/28); KB033 (ox &7 Sqdn., 3138); KBOAD (ax o TS i
Ka044 (ex-3 Sqan.

Noo 73 (Fgheer) Ssuadron, Church Fenton, 1937:39: Ké130-
Ke1 34, KbI36-KB145 Gnical. squipment); K7893 '(ex-73
Sadn. 12/30); k7897 (ox:No. 3 Sqdn., 7/38): k1922 (exch. &
AEE, 1938): K794 (o 7954,

138); k7984, K7986,

. Digby, 6/38; K615 (on loan ex-3

ed or transferred to Royal Hellenic

No. 85 (Fighter) Sauadron, Debden, 1938: K7969 (ex-87 Sadn.

7)38)
No 87 (Fighier) Sauadron. Josran: krses-Krers,
K7977-K1981 Tollowing _aireraft
Vills-

7972
I L TiFod »4 Feaner, Meh esger)
Ka026-Kioss, Kno3 (on-wgrke, I3

man, Aden, 1939-40:

Debden
6/37

No T2 (Fahcer), Savadron, Hatwan, /35: K3025; Pore Sudan




One of the sole remaining Gladiators reconstrcted from paris taken from o Mark 1, L8O%3, and o Mark 11, NSSO3. This was
orginally regisered G-AMRK (above. ot i oday reslendent in e pre-War calours o Na. 46 (Fiphter Seugdron and  bogus
ial, (Photo (lef): Russell Adams, Neg. No. P374/54)
3 Al he sbovesiert sctom
Sqd  or second expeditions to Norway,
owint averats recaineds¢ Fheon. N6, oA,

NSS4, N30 N4 N

No. 603 4c.(yotsa.nburi h) Squadron, AAF., 193

N e

" k7938, xm§ k7990 (all ex-54 Sadn.
)

14 Kharcoum, 7140: Ke134-Ke136, Kelds, Kjods, K796s
K7974 (ot down Ca 133 at Gedar K797, K7986,
17612,

Ne 137 {Fighier) Sauadron, Tahoune Guemac, Syris, 7/41
Krgs, k7907, Kol N5357.

N st
N353, Nssas 387, NSS90. eI 7

No, 141" (Fighter) Squsdron, 1939-40: K7918, K7921. K7925,
Kr93s, KIS35, Kr93er K038, KI990, No2e, NGGSS, oo
N5903 (temporary 2nd line equipment)
152 (Fighter) Sausdron, Acklington and Leconfield,
Kruod, KI30, KOPses 02T K33, KIS T NS
588, NS89, N5623. NS624, N5628, N340 (crashed Denon Whitty safe), K800 (collided with Ki
Burn, Newcasele, 24]11/39: P/O Doughty safe), N5645, NS646: 40, P16 Rudeite kited), Ko030 (Collded with K8000,
Sumbucgh, Orkners, 25/11/39; N5642, N5643. FO Graeme killed).
o 247 igher) Squairan Raboroughind Sumburl 193940, No, 613" Eouncy, o Surva) sauadcon Konley, 720 k7946
. N2308, NS376, Nssas NS5z, Nsedl. NSgts ((rnhld
SO11740), Nioss, Nsss, Noaa, NS48, N57os. NSBST: Ko, K960 K 65, K1984. (ex-3
K8004 (ex-72 Sqdn.); KBO32 (ex.
Shaibah, 841 Kela7, K926, 10135 0300, NSIoH NBI0hr NI NI 2 NENIS (ool
5577, NSST8, NSS8D. Nssal, N3
9: K6145 (ex-605 Sqdn., 585N
561, K793, K3999, K80Od,
(ex-Works! Inglevere.
I

S K8037 (exct1s Sadm ) NSSTD (P
down He 111, Lake Lesjsskog, Norway
Fies - Unic: No. 769 Traiing Squadron, Donibris
\9“ Nuaz RS0 Rasoe ss00e NSS10. ST NSSSS:
Sauadron: K129 (Admiraley s, 239);

fNss00Nss17: No. 03 S

|
40), N5698 (B/O Craig-Adams rammed He 111, ous: NSS: ing protection duties,

n.,a‘.:c,‘ zn/s/uz», 'NS699, NS705 (F/O Ede shot down two Ju
NSTES, N5735, NS90s (descreved on ground, 2401, Arcrae allocated Hala,

Aandal nn zsmm NS915,'N5905 (FIL Williams shot down 3 35" che oloming.sircai.

BT it Slelea, Nisbone NS905, (PIG Tacobeir shet  eaved o Hal For Fiheer Figher 1590: NE319, MSS30, Ns333,

13









SPECIFICATION

iadiator | Gladiator
Powerplant .. .. Bristol Mercury IX Brisol Mercury
VillA or VIIIASH
BHP. . e .| mobhpaci4soo | 0b, 00 fe.
3,750 r.p.m. 202,750 r.p.m.*
Airscrew 10 Wi 101c. & in. di. Fairey
Dimepsions
Longtn”
Haight (cal down)
Total wing are:
Armament ... .. .. .. | Four fixed 0:30kinch Browning machine guns. Two on sides of nose, each wich
und belt box: two under lowar wings (iree firing), each with 400-1
box (1. ad o
Weights
Empey we 3267 1b. 444216,
ol i 15753 b 14158 15,
Loaded weight... 459201b. 48640 1b
Performance
Max. Spoads: Sea level
1000 feet
000 feet
14,500 feet
17,500 feet 253 mph.
20,000 feet 29 mph.

suling spsds s
AE: Taps u me.
LAS. F p) 545 m.p.h.

dmo

P ek

128 s 125 s

35 s s

Dt ior s s
Renp (o i ) Y P P
S | g, i g

(1) The fst 70 Gladiators ' were Fted ith Lawis o Vickessguns under the loer wings. cach with 7-or 100-round ammaniion drurs.
(1) Engine rated to bestow this speed at 14,600 feet.  (+) 840 b.h.p. with manual boost override.

GLADIATORS FEATURING IN RA.F. FIRST LINE ORDERS OF BATTLE, 1937—1942

Battle, September 1937 Ise i gth Res

(Fighier) Squadron D

Totals 108 aircraft Baircraft

7 of Bt Sepiiber 1938 (Warich Cris)

lo. 25 (Fighter) Squadron 4 aircrafe aircrafe
lo. 33 (Fighter) Squadron ircraft aircraie
lo. 54 (Fighter) Squadron aircrait aireraft
lo. 65 (Fighter) Squadron aircral aircrafe
lo. 72 (Fighter) Squadron aircrafc Sircraf
io. 80 (Fighter) Squadron aircraft aircraic
io. 85 (Fighter) Squadron aircraf aircrafe
(0. 607 Squadron, AAF. jsworth

(re-quipping)

Totals ™ 102aircratt Faireratc
ey Bt Seprember 199 (Qutrck of W)
o 3 (Capeer Sawmaren £ ! 4 sircrae aircrate
o: 0 (Fighter) Squadron  Egyb e
. 94 (Fighter) Squadron  Aden Sirera
o 117 (Fahver) Squadron  Epvoe irere
n AAF Tornhouse sirerat
02 Shondron, AAE.  Tangmate Mrera
€07 Sauadron: AAE.  Usworth el
| 615 Sausdron, AAF.  Croydon Sirerat
Totals 1 aircratc Baircratc
quadrons equipped afer September 1939
o 37 (b Sauadron Syt une 194 (UE, 12 aiecrae
o. 152 (Fighter) Sausdron,  Acklington, October 1939 (ULE. 16 aircrafe)
lo: 247 (Fighter) Sauadron,  Acklington, November 1939 (U.E. 16 arcraft)
o261 (rger Squaaon. s Aueio 1540 (Ve 12 e
. 263 (Fighter) Sauadron,  Fiton, October 1939 (U1 24 aes
(21 (Meveal) Squudron. Birchars Neweon, Aupest 1993 (01 8 airerate
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