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by J. Rlchard Smith

“Tante Ju

in flight; a machine of 111]TG 3 over the Russian snowfields, with the Grug

badge on nose and rudder.
(Photo: R. C. Secley Collection)

The Junkers Ju 52 Series

fectionately known to Luftwafle personnel as

nnie”, the Ju 52/3m was recognisable im-
muiuh.l) by its lumbering corrugated silhouet as
t roared overhead wit t has aptly been
described as. s molor bikes racing. downhill in
bottom The Ju 52/3m and DC-3 Dakota can
jointly claim to be the world’s most !.mmu\ transport
aireraft both being conceived well the Second
War, and both being in passenger service for

at east thirly
The history of he Ju $23m can logically be traced
back to the Junkers J.I world’s first all-metal
acroplane completed in 1915, Employing the same
corrugated skin as the .., the Ju $2 was developed
via the F.13, G.23/G.24, G.31, a 34 and
made it inial” appeardnce in Yoo, Thc original
single-engined low-wing

.\mnupm.e employins ihe Tamous. Junkers *double
ull span trailing edge flaps. The airframe was

a tabular steel structure covered with. sheets. of
corrugated aluminium which offered a great increase
in strength over conventional smooth sheets. Cubi
capacity of the cabin was 590 cu.ft. and a loading

hatch, divided horizontally, rovided in the port

side of the usclage. When Gpen, the lower haf formed
a platform to enable easy loading of carg:
“The frs prototype, designated Ju 5254 (D-1974

4 plaming Ju.52

The arcafl was subseque

Smee (VN7 4041) in Luhansa colours registred D-3131 and named after Germany’s Fist World War hero,
M.

W.Nr.4001) made its initial flight on 13th October
p. Junkers L.88 twelve
After extensive

1930, ‘powered by an 800 h.
cylinder liquid cooled in-line engine.
trials, the Ju 52ba was re-eny

aircraft
increased_wing span and was nitally icd with o
753 hep. BIMAW. V11 as the Ju 52de. This engine was
so0n replaced by the 150 hp, Anmmmg Siddeley
Leopard fourteen cylinder two-row radial, and
became the Ju 52di. This engine was finally
replaced by the 750 h.p. Junkers Jumo 204 diesel and
the aireraft designated Ju $2do.
third "airerat (D-2317- W.NCAODY) was
designated Ju S2ce and employed modified leading
edge taper and structural strengthening. The machine
was powered by a single Vllau engine and
was delivered to D.V.S. in
transferred to Sweden in
SE-ADM, and was fitted with both float and wheeled
undercarriages. The Ju 52de/di/do was also seen as
both land and floatplane, and reraft,
"F-ARM, was also fitted with skis
D-2356 (W.Nrd00S) was a fificencseat airlner
powered initially by the 780 h.p. B.M.W. IXu as the
Ju S2cai. 1t crashed and was written off in May
1931, The last single-engined Ju 52 was CF-ARM

becoming




Ju 52/3mho. W.Nr.4055, D-AQAR. displayed ar the Paris
Soton i foatplane conpiraion. . The cieouly s operered
by Lulthansa. under' the name ~W.. Hohndorf

(Phato: G. Cattanco)

(W.Nr.4006) delivered to Canadian Airways late in

The mnc was originally fitted with a

BAMW, Vit was

replaced in 1936 By the 825 h.p. Rolis-Royce Buzzard
$2cao.

e Ju 52/3m was developed by Dipl.Ing. Zindel,
Junkers's chief designer, as a threc.cngined Succcssor
10 the Ju 52. Unfortunately, it has not been recorded

the fist prototype, although the earliet
Known Werke N, wa .mn.- deliverd t0
Lloyd Aereo l‘kvll\hmu in o ine was
W.-built mn and Whithey
nd dulgn.xlui 3mce. (It has
W.Nr 4007, intended as & Ju $2cc,
was fitted with mm Pratt & Whitney Hornet radials,
and first flew early ) In all, seven aircraft wes
elivered to the l!uh\mn ) iring, ot none carried
markings.  They mainly assenger
arcraft, but did take. p.m in the Bulm.m mmgm an
dispute over the they
served as, miliary transports. ine frst ecorded vt
of the Ju 52/3m in this, its most famous rdle.
The Ju 52/3mee and fe (W.Nr.4020 onwards), the
two most widely built aircraft from the carly ‘pro-

22
f

3 ( e pro-
dhcion version o the Hornet) the Hispano Suza,

Another carly Lulthansa machine with @ prowd name
it was re-registered D-AGU

this s Ju 52/ 3mce W.Nr.4022,

the Pratt and Whitney Wasp and
the Bristol Pegasus engincs.  The

52/3mho was fitted with three
«.m Iv . Junkers Jumo L5 diese

AIRLINE SERVICE
The first Ju 52/3m's for Ly fiba
were W.Nr.4013 and 4015,

en” re
d September
irst Ju_S2/3m's were introduced
on the Berlin-Rome and Berlin-
London during _the
summer of 1932 and the type
rapidly became one of the main
stays of Lufthansa. One of the first
production aircraftwas W.Nr.4016
CV-FAI which, powered by three
Hispano-Suiza  engines,
o Prince Bibesco of Roumania. Production
m(n.u\ulmwdl\hc" Table One) and by 1935, nincty-
avaricty of airlinc
Early unlmm,r\ were the Finnish Aero O] ¥, the
Swedish Aero-transport and the ~ Brazilian
Somdicato Condor companies; and by the tme pro-
duction ceased, no less than 29 countries (excluding
) had operated the machine
erapasa Arentne, (4 rcra). LY-AAB, LV-AAL, LV-BAB
Gibbes Sepik Airmays, (3 sircrf), VH-BUU, VHLBUV and
Ouerrechische Lufverkehrs, (3), OE-LAK, OE-LAN 1nd OF.
Sobers, (9). 0O-AGU. GO-AGW. OO-AUA, OO-AUS,
AUK. GO.CAP and OO-AGY.

4 R

Corporation (5). regintrations unknow

Thres siréralwere operated by the Colombian Gavernment.
A Lufthansa Ju 52)
engines. . This machine, Werke
“Emil Schacfer

o, powered by Junkers Jumo 5 dic
s e

Manfred von Richthofen". Seen here as D-2527,




" of the Spanish Nationalist Air Force.

Two “turke During the
and was veceived with enthusiasm by Spanish crews.

A, (4). OK-PCC, OK-PCD, OK-TOI, OK-ZDO,
)L OVBAL, OVBI ind GO
HE/SKID 3

9

H-ALK, OHALL, OHLLAM, OHAAO and

builej—Air Fronce FBATE
o A rwx FBAKK 1o FBAKY

T ). FBBYK to F-BBYN,
AERU, G-AERX and G-AFAP.

peon Aruays, (10),
CAGAE

UC and HAIUF
E71 and 112,
4 LR-AAL (4 French builc

Tealyt Al Litorio, (5). LABIZ, 1 BAUS
Toya: " Air Libon: (3), LR-ARC, LR-AAS
o At Fonce )
ioique: DETA. (3), CRAAL CRAAK and CRAAL
B LR TN (e INKAG) LN-0AM
UNKAF

LOT .

;. Sevico Aeres potugusse, (1), CS-ADA (ex-Air France)
s TARES, (1), CVFAL iaer YRABE)

) ECIAAF 1o EC-AAD, EC-ADO, EC-ADP, EC-ADQ.

) EC.CAK finer ECARE) AR fer 3

ABR) and EC.OAN (ECABS)

"SEROR, SEAER, SEAES, SEAFA

sk Al oo Aien Ao (1) Z5APA o ZSATD, Z A
T BARY, ZNLO! TRl 2 AL ZEALS e 25K
A, G A and C
Tnaddition 1o the .|I\m|.-
no less than 231 Ju
name of Luthansa
2600

amed foreign countries,
were registered in the
mmm two of the most interes-

mm and D-ALYL
“The former was used 4 a_ personal

“Hins Toeb

transport by Adolf Hitler until replaced by the
Fw 200 V3, which was also re i tered D- wm .um
v\‘um,d 'Immnlnunn A LY

“XI ade- n'1936 and marked with the fve

~)mb0|1u rings in honour of the 1936 Berlin Olympic
Games.
INTO UNIFORM
Several Ju 52/3nr's were fitted with twin floats, the
N,

feature being
017 SE-ADR. In 1934 a
military version of the Ju 52/3m was produced for

use by the still secret Luftwaffe. Designated Ju
52/3mg3e, the aircraft was designed as a_heavy
bomber with a crew of four and two 7-9 mm. M

vl war the u.53/ 3 was usedin both ramsport and bomber il
(Photo: Archivo Reyes)

machine guns.
the other in & retractablo metal

One was fitted in the dorsal position,
“bucket” below the

a 5/3mg3e's were deli-
vered during the period 193435 bu e wse was
raft as a bomber by the Lufiwafle.
a revol by
cisco Franca Bahamonde, proke out in Sp.un
The warring factions received. immediate assistance
from foreign countries, the fascist powers being quick
1o suppon the revolutionaries Twenty Ju s: 3
d six He 31 fighters were dispatched
the former were used I\clp ferry 10,000 Moo
troops from Moroceo to
vember 1936, the Condor Legion was formed.
as a special air arm using Lufiwagie personnel
and aircraft (in Spanish alist_uniforms
nd originally comprising a fighter group, a
bomber group, a reconnaiss seaplane
Squadron and several Support unis. Kamp/gruppe 55,
the bomber unit, was equipped initially with_three
Staffeln of Ju 52/3mg3e’s, but by the end of 1937 they
ad become obsolete in’the bomber role and were
replaced by the much more advanced Dornier Do
[ nd Heinkel He 111B-1

service the Ju 52/3m

the first 20 aircraft were used 1o transport troops from

Ju 52/3mg e of the Legion C
/un/h/u s for *lrom Annie
o the

ndor in Spain, the first of many
The open Juselage door conceals
e coding i Spanish service

(Photo: via Jea

Cuny)

Poor in quality but of historical
. this  photograph  illus-

e imvasonof Crere 1o



Moroceo to the Spanish main-
land. Initially Spanish crews
were trained by C n air-
men at Seville and the first unit,
escuadra s in action for
the first time during September
1936. ~ Duri following
months, wherever Nationalist
troops were engaged, the Ju
2(3m was acting i support,
although early in 1937 the
publican figl causing
great_ havoc amongst Nation-
alist bombers. (One partcular
Ju $2 was’ attacked by 24
n 1-15 fighters before being shot down
a) Pihe end of 1957 the Nationaiists had
complete and

superiority the Ju 57s were
<o Other_units to operate
type grupo

grupo distinguish = Nationalist

chines from those of the Condor Legion, the f
carried a St. Andrew’s cross superimposed on the

ack disc marking on the fuselage sides. During the
Nationalist push o the Mediterranean, the bitter
fighting around the Ebro (luly to December 1938)
and the final victorious campaign talonia
(Spring 1939), the T 325 werc rarely molcsed by
Republican fighters. They made their last opera.
tional sortie on 26th March 1939 bombing targets at
Belmez.

The Nationalist Ju $2's had operated throughout
the Spanish Civil War and their activities could be
considered a_decisive factor in Franco's ultimate
success, In 13,000 hours of operations, they had
flown 5,400 offensive missions dropped. over
6:000 tons of bombs. Fight aircrat were Jos: three

Snapshot showing the nosc of @ Ju 3213m of KGr:bY 108 at

Banak, Norway, during 1940 During the invasion of Norway

i { with a mixture of Heinkel He 59 and

J e German Gebirgsyiger (alpine)
i

roops from several Norwegian fjords.  (Photo: Hans Obert)

A 52/3me7e of 6 Statel, Transporigeschwader ¢ in igh
(Photo: Imp. War Mus. 1/8492)

destroyed on the ground and five in the air. In April
1939, the twenty-five Ju 52's remaining were mustered
at Leon, all Nationalist except for two Condor

Legion machines used as transports.
The Ju 52/3mede was superseded by the gde in
1935, This differed in having a strengthened under-
carriage which permitted an increase in all-up weight
from 20,950 Ibs. 0 23,150 Ibs. The g4e also had the
ventral turret deleted and was used mainly as a trans-
port aircraft,  The Ju 523mge was fited with the
more powerful $30 hp. BMW. 1321 radials these
replacing the carlict BMW. 1324 of 600 hp
also fitted with d |uvu. equipment and could
operate with either wheels, floats or skis.

The Ju 52/3mg6e was a specialised military trans-
port with improved radio equipment. The machine
was_often cquipped with defensive armament, and
could be fitted with a huge dural hoop, which, when
energised by a small auxiliary motor, for
exploding magnetic mines. (Other German aircraft
fitied with this de-gaussing strue
e Ha 139 V3, and the Do 23 &
ieax nm rationally by ‘the  Minesuchsgruppe, which
based on various parts of the French coast, remained
operational until late 1944

The main production version was the Ju 52/3mg7e
a pure transport aircraft capable of carrying 18 troops
or 12 stretchers. It was a development of the g5e

It wa

fitted with an automatic pilot, larger cabin doors and
other general improvement mament was standar.
dised a 13 mm. MG 131 machine gun in the

dorsal -position and two 79 mm. MG
guns firing through the side windows.
The Ju 52/3mgSe was a development of the g6c

15 machine

The Ju 213 was wsed inall the phases of G

assaiis; as a paratroop aircraft, a

iransport 10 ' n support equipment once th Drop

German hands. Here Lutwaile parairoupersare secn

it appear 1o becantt wortar ammunition from &
unkers.




duction in 1942 and was generally similar to the g8e:
however, provision was made for glider-towing and the
undercarriage was strengthened to permit a take-off
weight of 25,350 Ibs. The Ju 52/3mgl0e was generally
similar but could be operated on floats, while the
#12¢ was a troop transport powered by three BMW
132L. A small number of these lattr were supplied
to lu/llmmu under the designation Ju_52/3m-12
during 1942-3. The last_production version of the
type S e AW 1327 powered Ju 52/3mglde
delivered in 1943 and 1944 it featured improved
armour protection for the pilot and strengthened
defensive armamént. The ade, £5¢, g

gl4e could all be fitted with floats. German pro-
du

of the uilt
1939 nd 1944, Detailed production figures yere 145
n 1939, 388 in 1940, 502 i 1941, 503 in 1542,
1943 and 379'in 1944,
During the Austrian Anschliss of March 1938, the
Ju 52/3m took @ prominent part in the Lufwafle’s
show of strength. When Germany entered Poland in
September 1939, sessed a la mber of Ju
$2/3m' based iyt Berin Templehor and
Silesia. Many aircrat. were commandeered from
Lufthinsa, although_ the airline " retained_several
machines until at least 1944, The Junkers transports
cd in the Polish campaign
for general supply work, but their
first really famous operation came
in April 1940,
Code named
Weserubung™, " the

“Unternehmen
invasion

Despie s ulimate succes theairborne
on'Cr,

classic role—a Ju 52/3m flies
straight and level ai low. alifude
while a ‘stick of Fallschirmjiger
tumble from the door

and Denmark was
initiated in the early hours of
9th Apeil 1900 No less than
571 r's from twelve
xr.mpun umm:m were opera-
tional [ur the assault, and each
was alloc

Iu/muwnv Regiment 159 from
Utersen to Aalborg. The fifth
and sixth Staffeln of KGzbV |
(in the event the latter unit
nulhlged scramble
reraft from its base at
Ih\!h,lmul dropped  1./Falls-
chirm Jager Regiment 1 at
Fornebu, later returning with
KGzbV | dropped 3./FJR 1
ver Sm\:mgcr at_08.45 hours and 8./KGzbV 1|
dropped 4./FIR | over Aalborg—dropping
tomainder ofthe Kampasic ut Vordinghors (o esure
and of the fa

fuel at Aalborg; 7.

Hagenow to Aalborg.
aircraft were used o transport a

Srorah cavipment from Oldenburg o Forncbu, fut
lost several aircraf

c'53 aircralt of KGrzbV 103 under Hpim
Wagner transported I1/IR 324 to Fornebu. The unit
had to land into anti-aircraft fire as the planned
support from parachute troops did not. materialse
owing o the bad weather. V 104
the

Stab an 93 and ant
rom Siade 1o Stavanger-Sola Thre

X 5" were used, for reconnaissance sorties

over Trondheim, Oslo-Kieller and Kristiansand, and

landed, with additional aircraft, anti-aircraft equip-

ment at Trondheim. The remaining eleven aircraft
from the unit flew fuel and anti-aircraft equipment to
Stavanger, although four had to return owing to bad
weather.

rzbV 106's S1 aircraft transferred IL/IR 193
from Utersen to Stavanger, but lost two aircraft.




©) P ENDSLEIGH CASTLE amaes

Detail of dorsal
armament.




—fl A
s it x‘;\_( PG . R
Nose and
cowling detail
"0 20"
[TV R —

I

JUNKERS Ju 52/3 mg7e of 11 Staffel
KGzbV 1.This aircraft took part in the
airborne invasion of Crete in

—— 1941,




KGraby 107 was.a it luckier howeer. 1t was used

to transfer Stab/IR 324 and 1 IR 234 rom Hambure-

Fuhisbittel o' Stavanger and 1l 2

11 Kompanie) to Fornebu. = KGi N 106, wih's

mixture of He 59 and Ju 52/3m floatplane

to land alpine troops in several Norwe;

where it would have proved impossible for landplancs

1o operated.
During the

Norwegian campaign, 3,018 sorties
4

were undertaken, 1830 with troops and with
supplies of various Kinds. tal o 80 men,
3376 tons of supplies and 955300 Trmp gl o
landed by the Ju 52/3m's taking

aviation fuel were
P Losses amounted to 150 aircraft

the operation.

GLIDERS IN THE WasT
Early in 1939, Hanna Reitsch, the famous woman
test pilot then serving with the Deutsche Forschung-
sanstadt fir Segelfug, tested an upﬂm\un.\\ troop
carrying glider, 0. Designed by Hans
Jakob the machine was towed behind the Ju $2/3m
d heralded a new concept in acrial warfare. It
could carry a crew of two plus cight fully-cquipped
troops and was capable of stecp di anna
citsch demonstrated the machine mmn Ritter von
Greim, Kesselring, ch and Udet, nd the
aircrat 50 jmpreséed the oficers that they asked fo
atrip in it themselves, which was duly given them !
When Germany launched its invasion of France
and the Low Countries on 10th May 1940, the glider-
borne troops were used for the first time to capture
the important fort of Eben Emacl which dominated
the Albert Canal,_ The capture of the fort and the
Albert Canal it was cntrusied 10 Srarm
Koch under Hptm. Koch. ~ This was (o compr
I/FIR 1, the sapper parachute detachment from
VII Fliegerkorps, a Schlepp Gruppe with its attached
glider detachment and various ground support units
The glider pilts, who were ll amateurs, trained under
conditions of extreme at Hildesheim. Their
gliders were then disassembled and transported o
Eologne i furmiture vans to. make ready for the

ers ook off from Koln-Butzweilerhof
im at 04.30 hours but only seven (carr
55 troops) actually arrived. A small dive bomb
attack was made on the village of Eben Emeal while

FIR 1 captured three bridges. The sapper d
(all_volunteers) actually attacked the
defended fortifications using 125 and 50 kg. ch:

South African Air Force Ju 52 on a shuttle flight, 1942.

One of the minor iranies o th desert war was the fuc that hoth
s sed the 1 S5 o the fighting line
(Above) are Afiika Korps personnel hoard while

shows South
Alvican troops emplaning for th Iz

Thnots betow A ke

By 0700 bours on 11th May he forthad surrendesed
for the lossof anly fiveof the attacking tro
nppronimately e hundred o S35 wansports
were made ready for the assault on France ang the
Low Countries, a large proportion being used against
Holland. ~ Paratroops were dropped on four major
Tocations; north and south of the Moerdijk bridges,

ordrecht, around Rotterdam/Waalhave

field and around The Hague, the lat
capturing the Dutch Roval Family
KGzbV 1 dropped a battalion of troops
16 the East of Waalhaven an hour after a bombing
attack by KG 4 and 1/KG 30. The Dutch troops
putup a determined defence, but the airfield was soon

(Photo: A Blake)




For a whie the Ju 52’ kept a temous Ljeine open to the

but despite the  most

impressive feats of skill and courage by no fess than 17 transport
Gruppen, .the as finally off and annibilated.
e o camoagedaircral lusrared hre appears 1o carry

ihe g o Bl 2 gn he ase iy second e

s were intoservice dring the despert

1o'supply the Staiimerad arrison

the three
craft.

‘During the day

pressed

Gruppen of KGzbV 1 losing

captured,
foy

0 Ju 52/3m's landed at Waal-

haven, although heavy fire prevented the use of
Ypenburg. Many transports landed on the main
terdam/The Hague highway near Delft. The

He $9's and Ju $2/3m foatplanes of KGrzby. 108
landed 150 troops on the L 05.00 hours .lml
Sorceedod in Gapturing. the  beidges, the Mo
bridges also faling (02 battalion of German para:
troops after heavy fighting. 1V./KGzbV 1 and
12 were given the task of dropping para-
troops on The Hagu that_the
Luftwaffe suffered its severest losses. 1V./KGzbV 1
ook 4 sivraft: but KOEsbY 13 Tost mo. less than
40 and was almost immediately disbanded. KGrzbV
9 lost 39 aireraf and the other transport Gruppe used
the invasion of Holland, KGrzbV 11, los
the initial assault, transport apemations in
force began to tail off, although the Ju 52/3m was
still most active in supplying the advanced units of
the Wehrmacht. No less than 167 Ju 52/3m’s were lost
in the attack on Holland, the majority falling to
anti-aircraft fire. Although taking no part in the
assaulty all Luftwaff transport units were held in
on ion”

readiness for the proposed “‘Opera
the invasion of the British lsles. Bt it el
summer of the “Few” successfully repulsed the

might of the Luftwaffe and the invasion was postponed,
and finally cancelled.

THE BALKANS, RUSSIA AND AFRICA
The transport units of the Luftwafle were instru
mental in the quick transfer of German units (o the
Balkans for the onslaught on Yugoslavia reece.
On 6th April the Stukaverbinde vnched o con:
tinuous attack on Belgrade and eleven days later the
country capiulated. _Twenty.two days”after the
invasion Gr evacuated, and only
Crete stood in ) the way of German dominktion of the

May 1941, the Luftwaffe
of the

At 07.00 hours on 20th
launched its g airborne_assault
; the anding of 22,750 men on

52/3m's and abou from
the ‘specially formed Graey 40 nd 60,

KGzbV I,

On a snow-covered Russion_ airsirip, the crew of a Junkers
watch while @ ight anti-tank gun is nlemm'nl /nr o oo
Archivo Reye
KGrzbV 101, 102, 105, 106, KGzbY 172 and Lufi-
landgeschwader 1 were readied for the assault. The
under General-Oberst Student's XI Fieger.
k s two _waves, one directe
against Maleme, the other on Canea. 750 troops were
to be landed by glider, 10,000 by parachute, S
Ju 52/3m’s and 7,000 by sea. The attack did not go vu
all ‘according to-plan and roops from the 2
Zealand and.6th Australian Diisions put up a defiant
resistance. Had the Luftwaffe not possessed complete
air superiority, the invasion might casily have failed,
500 German troops were killed and
At destroyed or mmum damaged.
Although a_brilliant succs invasion of
Crete sounded the death knell of Lufiwae parachute
operation:

When Germany invaded Russia on
IV./KGzbV 1, KGrzbV 50, 102, 104,
all with Ju 53/3nrs were operational oo he Eastern
Front. The Rus: orched carth” meant
that most supplies had to be“uv\n in by |hcluflnu//v
and this strained its resources to
The maoet fenovs operation by the Lu/iwefl rempurt
units in Russia was the delivery of supplics to the
encircled 6 Arn talingrad. Taking part in the
operation were the Ju $2/3mrs of v
9, 50, 102, 105, L/KGzbV 172,
b Yo 300 o1 KGrgb

20 and 23 and the Ju 86's of

e 1941,

Ao hmu.,m into the operation wero the He 111
55 100 and even the

50, Betwean 29t Nowermber 1945
y 1943, 240,780 tons of equipment,
X were

ingrad by the Luftwaffe's transport
These totals were, however, entirely inadequate

units.

The Russian

g thaw caused difiulis for he Luwall as
el as e e

m s “dug our” at Luck
(Photo Hans Obert)



The cverfaithul workhorse of the German forces, the Junk
seen (e as a fuel 1
aircraft in' Russi.

to keep the Stalingrad garrison up 1o stre and
the horrors of the final fall of the city haunted German
military minds until the end of the war
Luftwaffe transport units had always been most
active in the North African campaign, but in Novem
1942 no less than ten extra Gruppen were brought
in to join the five units already stationed in the area.
The fve original ‘wnite, U1l and. 1V./KGzbY 1,
rzbV and 800) were joined m 1 and
" KGry 103, 200, ~Brimdia
\ Reggio” and “Wittstock”

HIKGY 1
furt”, *“Naples

ST

Mm he

s caried during it carer
ansport in the Mediterranean (below) as an ampulance in Pol

nceivable load. In thee photos it
and. ‘,mu.w.k.\ a front line casualty evacua
(Photos: via R. Ward, K. C. Seciey and Hans Obert)

As the Allied blockade of
Mediterranean grew in intensity
ncreasingly called upon to bring
d pressed Afrika Korps.
bic action towards the end of the
campaign, on 10th/I1th April 1943,
and 14 escorts were shot down by’ Allied
On 18th April, 52 out of about 100 Ju 53/3m's we
shot down néar Cape Bon, many of the aircraft
blowing up in spectacular fashion. On 22nd April
Lufwaffe attempted 10 bring in fuel by using the
giant Me-323 transport. Twenty
one (all from the Me 323 Gruppe)
were destroyed — virtually  the
total force employed. trans.
were  dest

Me 323 Gruppe
shipping in the

port  aircraft

Taken under the most_exacting co
ditions, his photograph more than make

(#hoto! imp. War Mus. NY8092)



SE-AFA
between Sth and
fighters.
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The Amiot-buili A.A.C.1 *“Toucan” was used as both a transport

and a bomber by the French Air Force during its operations

agaist the Vie-Minh in ndo-Cina dring the art pest-vr
his aircraft served in both roles with G.T. *Maine

ased ar Bach-Mal (Hanol) aifeld i 1945

(Photo via Jean Cuny)

o
A damaged Ju $213m in Prague, 1945 and (bslow) a maching
operated post-war by the Czechoslovak Air ch
service the Ju 52/3m was designated D-52.

(Photos: Jaroslav Zazvonil and Zdenek Titz)

KGraby 12

KGraby % Formia for the invion of Cree
KGraby 50 Became 1/TC3 in May 1
KGrabv 60 Formea for the invasion of Crete,

KGraby 101 Took part

KGraby 100 Became /16 3 in May 1943,
KGraby 103 Took part in the invasion of Norway,
disbanded on Sth May 19
KGraby 104 Became It/ 7G.5 n My 1943
KGraby 105 Became IVTG 4. May 1543
KGraby 106 Became IIL /TG 2 in Hay 1943
KGrabv 107 Disbanded in une 1940, remains
font Koy 16
KGraby 108 o, Banresl 1
1KGibY 172 & Became VTG 3in Pay 1
KGY 172 VBT Wirthurschu b ¢ Cree.

Graby 200
Gy 300 R ———
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KGrabv 00 Frobably becamell 16 4In Hay 1943

Kby 700 ™ 5 s i 1943
Tever ompltied nd dabanded inthe

KGrby 800 190,

KGrbv 500 ipped, i che e

aced /TG S: bux
KGraby 999 Bilbandedin A 1341

A “Toucan" of the French Aéronavale in flight. In this photo-
a1 loodng ooy o 1he «rw/»mml m/, may e seen o
advantage (Photo- a Jean Cuny)




Ju 523m of Czechoslovakian Air Force;

Caech type designation D-52

1622, Aviacion
National, Spanish
Civil

42, Aviacion
National, Spanish
Civil Ws

Ju 53/3m of F4 Wing, Swedish Air Force.
impressed by Swedish AF. during
Second World War
and designated Tp .

Ju 52 “Svealand"” of Swedish Air Lines in
Second World War colour scheme. Sweden

Owinn_



Transport Geschwader and Gruppen (all formed in Miy 1943)

sayTG 12 Formed rom SubKGRY 1,
161 1z rmeairoml
o1 12 Formed
el 12 formed om I
el 12 Formed from I
761 s
VIG 1 BT Formed from KGrabY 2
TG 3 Formed irom KGrabY 800,
TG 2 Formed from KGribY 106
Sab1G 3
TG 3 med from KGrabY .
TG 3 Formed from KGrzb
TG 3 Formed irom KGrzbY 101
WG] ormed irom |/ KGZbY 172
SabTG 4 ormed from KGraby 3
VG 4 Formed fram KGrabY s
TG 4 Form Gribv 600
TG § 6 Formed from KGrbV 400
sabTC s &
i S rormed rom e M 32 Grspe.
e s C8 . Formed irom KGreb.
wres & T Tave e formed trom KGHbY
T6r10 only with the . Savoia

Ea
Harchecd st 81
Formed from KGrzbV 1
Formed from KGribY 5.
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© J. Richard Smith, 1967

SPECIFICATION
Junkers Ju S2be

Dimensons: Span 95 fe 11 ins. Length 60 fe. 8] ins. Wing area
1,248 30,

Powerplont: One 755 h.p. BM.W. Vilau twelve o
Cooled n-line engine.

Armoment: None.

The Spasish Air Force quaife as the most consisint aperator o Emec 837 . Lot 15412 .
of e “ron Annie" first st the lare 1030, the 1 | petrmone, Mmoot 18 math. Crin st
Soldiers on'today as the C.A4-5.A-352, in'both Iransport and Treed 18 mph.” Serice colng 9164 1 "Norral miate
paratroop versions. (Photos: Archivo Rey St
Junkers Ju 52/ 3mgTe
o4 gy 199, ceminder Span 3510w Length 26 0o (6 71
Koy s et e r o Roscpne) Heht 14160 . Wi sre 1950 0

Pecarns: Thres 83305, AW, B2 o evndn st St
radis| angines

Armoment:One 13 mm. MG 131 machine gun n an open dortal
peion3nd e 79 T, MG 15 machine sunk 1 chroueh he

KGrabY 541

Disbanded in February 1943 in Norch | 5de
Al Weiha: Emply 1432 . Lovted 24320 .
Disbanded in April 1941 Performance:_ Maximum speed 1 esd 160
shanded in Apri T anding taed 48 e Servi 12" Normat
Dlimaried n Aprk 190 Fanie 930 mile 3¢ 8200 . Clmb 6 5840 f. was 19 minutes
Karbv Whhiock Disbanded February 1941
One of the mast interesting versions of the serie e Ju 21 mte, which could b fitd with a durl ring Jor mine-swecping

duties. Based on the French coast, the Muumu\hxrupm remained operational il lae 1544, (Phoio

cléy Colleciion)
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